South King  County Response to Homelessne ss: 2010 Update

Executive Summary

About South King County: South King County is bordered by the city of

Seattle and Lake Washington to the north, the Puget Sound, the Cascade

Mountains and Pierce County. There ar e 16 cities including Auburn, Pacific,
Alogona, Burien, Des Moines, Normandy Park, SeaTac, Covington, Black

Diamond, Enumclaw, Federal Way, Maple Valley, Renton, Tukwila, and

Milton, as well as five unincorporated area counc ils. The cities, alongwit h
King County and some non -profit organizations are the primary prov iders of
services for residents . The cities differ in how the provide services for people
that are low in come, facing housing insecurity ,and homeless. Some cities
provide dir ect services , while others serve more as funders of non - profit
organizations

Background about the South County Response to Homelessness: In
2005, respondingtoa  growing need to focus resources on solving

homelessness in King County, county and local governments, non - profit
housing and service providers, funders and state agency staff created the

King County Plan to End Homelessness. The plan, A Roof Over Every Be din

King County, establishes a framework for countywide community action

directed at preventing and ending homelessness. Using the County Plan as a
guide for action, representatives of local governments, housing and service
providers and funders operating in South King County began meeting in 2007
to further understand the unique issues and develop relevant strategies to

respond to homelessness in the southern part of the county. After gaining

broader input from community leaders and providers, the group established
the South Co unty Response to Homelessness. The document serves the two
fold purpose of providing key information on the state of homelessness in
South King County a nd a guide to strategies and actions that can be

employed in a coordinated response to homelessness in our communities.

The strategies identified in the plan included:

1. Develop the political and community will to prevent and end
homelessness.

2. Prev ent homelessness by supporting local and regional plans to
provide and maintain subsidized and private sector housing
affordable to households with incomes below 30% of area median.

3. Build on existing promising programs in South King County, both
geog raphically and quantitatively, to provide appropriate solutions
for the unique needs of all cities in South County.

4. Provide services and support to prevent homelessness, rapidly re -
house those who have lost their housing and increase permanent
supporti ve housing resources to prevent and end chronic
homelessness.

5. Create and maintain sufficient shelter and transitional capacity to
meet the short -term needs of homeless individuals and families.
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6. Prevent homelessness by supporting local and regiona | plans to
provide and maintain a diversity of non -subsidized market housing
affordable to households with incomes at 120% of AMI and below.

7. Support and identify ways to partner with local and regional
initiatives to prevent and end homelessness.

8. Prevent homelessness by supporting local and regional plans to
create and expand job training, job supports, and living wage jobs so
that South King County employees are able to maintain their
housing.

Outcomes of the South County Response: Since the coo rdinated South
King County effort was initiated in 2007, there have been some important

successes. First, in accordance with Strategy 7, representatives from the

region attend monthly regional meetings such as those led by the King

County Committee to End Homelessness and United Way , to ensure that
South King Countyds needs are represented
action -planning. Meanwhile, several South King County cities, the King

County Committee to End Homelessness and United Way collaborated to  fund
to hire a part -time South County Response coordinator. The coordinator was
instrumental in raising awareness about homelessness in the region,

promoting the plan to local decision -makers and leaders, and form ing
workgroups to focus on different sections of the plan. While funding fort he
position has not been sustained, the groundwork laid continues to have an

impact.

Another success has been in raising awareness about the unique issues

related t o homelessness in South King County (Strategy 1). The South King
County Response to Homelessness document, including the needs

assessment data and strategies for action, w as presented to the Councils
and/or Human Service Committees of the City of Tukwila , City of SeaTac,
City of Auburn, City of Kent, and City of Federal Way. Meanwhile, three
Community Forums on Homelessness were held in the cities of SeaTac and
Tukwila. Each of the three meetings w as well attended by a mix of
stakeholders (citizens, elec  ted officials, city staff, service providers, and
regional homeless advocates). The participants shared an interest in creating
cold weather shelters with the use of city owned facilities. While the group no
longer meets, the hope is that the conversations that took place over these
three meetings will inspire a group of leaders to step forward and start this

body of work.

The continued work to bring greater awareness about homelessness in South

King County will be the ongoing work of the Building Politic al and Community
Will Committee , initiated in 2008 and made up of regional service provider
agencies, IFTH, CEHKC, SKCCH, the cities of Renton, Federal Way, and Kent,

the King County Housing Authority, and the Housing Development

Consortium. The group meets regularly and has b  een speaking at community
meetings and council meetings. The group has created city -specific one -
pagers that highlight data, issues, and potential actions for individual cities
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and roles. The group also wrote an op -ed article, which appeared in several

South King County newspapers in 2009. This committee will also help with

theroll -out of some Atool boxd materials which will ¢
ideas, examples of best practices, and language to use in the development of

a update of the housing elemen ts of state - mandated comprehensive plans.

There have also been a number of important successes in improving the

coordination of services  (Strategy 4). One outcome was the  creation of the
Shelter and Day Center Work Group. This work group worked with the S outh
Sound Dream Centerto ~ make the Center a more full service day center

connecting the users to services and case management, while also building

stronger connections to housing. This work group also worked to duplicate

these day center activities in Auburn . The work of this group also helped the

Multi -service Center and the City of Fede ral Way develop the ReachOut Menobs
Shelter which provides 20 more units of shelter to men in S outh King County.
This group is no longer meeting regularly. Meanwhile, the South King County

Forum on Homelessness continues to hold monthly meetings every first

Wednesday at the Kent Senior Center. These meetings primarily have a

service provider focus,  giving providers a place to share information, work
collaboratively toward ending homelessness, and to promote new

programming. Likewise, staff from King County, HealthPoint, and Public

Health began meeting regularly with the PATH and Homeless Outreach te ams
from Sound Mental Health. These meetings have been useful in helping

partners (funders and providers alike) to coordinate services, work through

challenges and figure out solutions to service gaps. For example, SCORE

Project and Public Health Needle E ~ xchange Project increased outreach to

South King County agencies and Cities. With help from the Forum on

Homelessness and increased marketing funds, needle exchange services

have been expanded to serve the cities of Renton, Kent, Federal Way, and

Burien w ith regular hours. Another group began meeting specifically to focus

on day centers. As a member of this group, Valley Cities agreed to expand its
Homeless Outreach staff to Federal Way. Valley Cities is doing this with no

added financial commitments from a funder.

A priority identified in the plan is to develop steps to maintain current

housing stock, to expand housing resources to prevent homelessness and

create additional supportive housing (Strategy 5). A South King County
Homeless Housing Development Work Group was established in the summer
of 2009. This group, a mix of service providers (CCS/AHA, Valley Cities,

SMH, KCHA, Navos, and Habitat for Humanity), funders (Cities of Kent,

Federal Way, and Renton, and King County), plus the Housing Development
Consortium and CEH are going to continue meeting monthly and will start
working together 1) create a fAclearinghouseodo whe
opportunities will be shared and discussed 2) work to put affordable housing

in front of elected officials 3) | ook at increasing funding options for housing
development and 4) will monitor the units created to see that we meet the

goals set out in the 10 Year Plan.
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A Growing Need and Continuing Challenges: Despite the successes,
housing insecurity and homelessness in South king County remain a
significant challenge. South King County is not alone as a suburban region

facing challenges of homelessness. In 2009, the US Department of Housing

and Urban Development (HUD) reported that while the overall number of
homeless people receiving shelter across the US has remained relatively

steady over the last few years, the percentage of rural and suburban
homelessness has risen from 23 percent to 32 percent. Many attribute this to

various factors, including the current economi c recession that has led to a
significant rise in unemployment and foreclosures across the US and  in King
County. Other factors including declining wages, higher costs of living, and

cuts in government service , have also impacted  the numbers of the

homeless . Suburban homelessness is different than urban homelessness,

such as in downtown Seattle. Suburban homelessness is often more hidden,

with families doubling up with others or living in their cars. Those homeless
in the suburb also have greater transportation challenges and may have
access to fewer services.

The One Night Count is one way of monitoring the number of homeless in

south K ing Co unty. However, there important  limits to it, one of which is
that the count only includes those people withessed by the people conducting

the count. Thus, individuals and families living doubled up in another house

or hidden from sight, or in a city where the count was not conducted a re not
included in the numbers. The 2010 Count was conducted in four South King
County cities - Renton, Kent, Auburn and Federal Way. The number of
homeless people counted in the first three cities actually declined, while

those counted in Federal Way doub led. The numbers could reflect that some
of the homeless population have moved away from those cities most

threatened by the green River flooding. Certainly, all experts in this field

agree that the numbers are not reflecting the rising levels of housing

insecurity in South King County.

There are a number of data points and trends that highlight the ongoing

challenge of homelessness, economic insecurity, and housing instabili ty.
These include the following
1 Food insecurity appears to be increasing. This i s relevant to housing

needs because families that are unable to meet basic needs are at
increased risk of homelessness. Food bank usage at King County food
banks that receive state funding (including those in Auburn, Des Moines,
Enumclaw, Federal Way, the Highline area, Kent, Pacific  -Algona, and
Tukwila) was up 24% in the first three quarters of 2009 compared to the
same period in 2008. Meanwhile, 9% of King County residents and 15%
of King County children receive food stamps. This is an increase of 56%
from 2007 to 20009.

1 The percentage of people in poverty is increasing. All of the South County
cities with populations of more than 20,000 th at have census updates
from 200 6-200 8 (Auburn, Burien, Federal Way, Kent Renton, and Seatac)
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have higher rates of the population living below federal poverty level than
in King County as a whole.

1 The percentage of families in poverty is increasing. Auburn, Federal Way
and Kent each have more than 1 ,000 families living in poverty.

1 Nearly 1,800 students in South King Coun ty districts were identified as
being homeless during the 2008 -2009 school year. This represented a
4.19% increase from the 2005 -06 school year. Renton, Kent, Highline,
Federal Way, and Auburn school districts all have more than 200 students
identified as homeless.

1 3,601, or 44% of all 2008 King County domestic violence cases occurred
in South King County, not including those reported by the King County
Sherifféds office that may have occurred in Sou

1 In Auburn, Burien, Federal Way, Renton, an d Seatac, more than half of
renters are paying more than 30% of their income on housing.

1 South King County has been hit harder than the rest of the county by
foreclosures. Most zipcodes in South King County also show higher rates
of troubled mortgages, whi ch may indicate future foreclosures.

1 In 2009, the Multi - Service Center (MSC) had to turn away over 2,000
unduplicated individuals from Auburn, Burien, Des Moines, Federal Way,

Kent, Renton, Seatac and Tukwila who were seeking assistance with
housing.

For more detailed data including the sources of information please view the
2010 Data Update, or Appendix A.

Next Steps:

The South County Response was established in 2007 as a coordinated
approach to addressing issues related to homelessness in South king Co unty.
The ultimate goal is to assist families and individuals in avoiding

homelessness altogether and in providing shelter and services to those in

need. There have been some tangible and important successes in the first
years of the collaborative effort . However, as the data and personal
experiences highlight, the challenges and the need to prevent and help

people out of homelessness continues. It is more important than ever for

South County governments and agencies to demonstrate leadership in

committ ing to the strategies and engaging in the action steps outlined in the
original action plan. For example, actions that need to be taken include
continued outreach to the community and political leaders about housing
insecurity and homlessness in South King County and the development of
more shelters and affordable housing units. To view a more detailed version

of the action plan and to become involved in the effort,.
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Appendix A

South King County Response to Homelessness: 2010 Data Update

The follow ing data points highlight the issues of homelessness, housing
insecurity and economic insecurity in South King County. These issues are

all linked. It is important to consider a wide variety of indicators because

homelessness itself is difficult to count.
indicate a trend in rising levels of economic and housing insecurity in South
King County. This suggests that more residen
or already homeless. The data should serve as a basic needs asses
method for tracking change over time, and a platform for action.

1. One Night Count

Most of the following data points

ts may also be on the brink of

sment, a

In the 2010 One Night Count, the total number of people counted living on

the streets of King County was 5% lower than the numbers counted in those
areas in 2009. T he unsheltered number does not include the estimated 5,800
people staying in emergency shelter and transitional housing overnight. The
count is generally understood to represent a minimum number because
many homeless are very good at hiding, according to o
does also not include those people whom may be living doubled up with
another family, in a cheap motel room, or in some other insecure situation.

fficials. The count

In South King County, the number of homeless people counted in Kent,

Renton and Auburn de

clined while the number counted in Federal Way

almost doubled. Local experts suggest that reasons for those may include
the migration of homeless people whom previously lived near the banks of

the Green River to higher ground, as flood protection warnings

have been enacted.

Figure 1: Unsheltered People Counted in the 2010 One Night Count

and measures

Location Federa King
Counted Kent Way Renton| Auburn County
Cars/Trucks 28 123 27 31 891
Bushes/undergrowth| 16 29 10 316
Structures 0 1 10 3 191
UndeRoadways 8 12 3 6 129
Walking Around 3 7 5 1 331
Total Counted 2010 | 60 181 84 50 2,759
Total Counted 2009 | 193 | 116 169 171 2,827
Total Counted 2008 | 65 90 44 40 2,631
Total Counted 2007 | 90 106 56 NA 2,159

Source: One Night Count 2010, Seattle King Coun

ty Coalition for the Homeless
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2. Food Bank Usage and Food Stamp Applications

Food Bank Usage

The need for emergency food assistance in 2009 exceed ed that of 2008
through at least the first three quarters. King County food banks saw over
38,000 more visits ~ from July to September compared to the same period in
2008. Compared to the first three quarters of 2009, almost 50,000 more

people used a food bank at least once in the same time period in 2010, an
increase of 24%. '

The number of households served in th e first nine months of 2009 exceeded
the number served over the same period the year prior by 33%. The number

of households served throu  gh the third quarter exceeded the ye arly total
from all of 2008

Figure2:

King County Food Bank Usage, Calendar Years 2008 & 2009, By Quarter
Emergency Food Assistance Program

New Households Total Household New Persons Total Person Visits
Served Visits Served
(unduplicated) (unduplicated)

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009

Jan* -Mar | 31,122 | 58,375 | 194,006 | 245,858 | 97,037 | 132,959 | 450,869 | 510,604
Apr-June | 21,802 | 24,960 | 219,450 | 229,060 | 50,702 | 56,541 | 482,790 | 518,850
July - Sept | 29,580 | 26,594 | 213,823 | 218,256 | 64,189 | 72,309 | 465,883 | 504,050

* |n January, most King County food banks begin their user count. Although a person may
have used the food bank in previous year/s, all persons and households are counted as

new on their first visit in 2009.

Source: Communities Count November 2009 Data Update

Food Banks across South King County ar e witnessing significant growth in
need. In April 2009, the Auburn Food Bank reported that new client numbers

averaged about 15 new families a day T up from 1 or 2 families a day in
2008. 2 Overall in 2009, the Auburn Food Bank experienced 4 530 visits more
visits than in 2008. The Food Bank has especially seen an increase in visitors

that were previously middle class, but have experienced job and wage losses

in recent months. The Food Bank is also seeing more young people who

work to help their families ou t or who can not afford schooling. Many of the

new visitors are not |iving on the street, but
to a rise in demand for food, there are record numbers of people lining up for

emergency housing assistance.

! Communities Count November 2009 Data Update
2 Conversation with Auburn Food Bank director Debbie Christian, January 2010.
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The experience o fthe Auburn Food Bank is not alone in South King County.
For example, the  Tukwila Pantry served 12% more individuals in 2009.
Across the region, food banks are experiencing huge growth in the number of
visitors and the number of people they are seeing whom are economically
insecure.

3

Food Stamp Applications

The number of people receiving food stamps in King County has grown by

56% between 2007 and 2009. As of June 2009, an estimated 163,148 or 9%

of King County residents received food stamps. These inclu ded 15% of
children, 31% of African Americans, and 5% of whites. 4

An average of 10,000 King County residents applied for food stamps each
month in 2009 .° This was an increase from the 7,000 monthly applications in
2007.

Figure 3:
Food Stamps Average Monthly Applications
12,000 A
10,000
8,000 -
6,000 -
4,000 -
2,000 |

Source: United Way Bas ic Needs Indicators, January 2010

3. Population and Poverty

Poverty rates appear to have risen since the last decennial census in 2000,
although the rate is slightly down from 2007 (9.9%) in King County.

Historically in the U.S., poverty declined in th e 1960s, reaching a low in the
early 1970s. With some fluctuation, it has risen throughout the past 3

decades. In 2008, the poverty rate in King County (9.1%) remained below
Washington State (11.3%) and the nation (13.2%). All the South King

County cities that have 2006 -2008 American Community Survey data (cities

® Tukwila Food Pantry website, accessed January 2010.
* Communities Count December 2009 Data Upda
® United Way Basic Needs Indicators, accessed January 2010.
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with populations greater than 20,000), with the exception of Renton, have
higher rates of the population living below federal poverty level than in King
County as a whole.

Figure 4: Individuals in Poverty in South King County Cities
Auburn | Burien D_es Federal Kent | Renton| Seatac King
Moines| Way County
Population| 49,709 31,929 29,631 85,458 87,919 62,224| 23,156| 1,851,25}
Percentag
e of
population
living 17.0% | 16.0%| 11.3%| 13.2%| 1490%| 9.10%| 15.10% 9.5%
below
poverty
level
Data only shown for those cities for which data is available
Source: American Community Survey, 2006 -2008 Average

Since the recession that began in late 2007, poverty is likely to have

increased. The Washington State Office of Finan cial Management estimates
that the median household income, statewide, dropped by almost $2,000 in
20009.

4. Families and Poverty

Nationally, families make up about 34% of the homeless population. 6
National research suggests that as many as 10% of families in poverty might
end up homeless in a given year. All of the South King Counties that have

2006 -2008 American Community Survey, with the exception of Des Moines,
have a higher rate of families living in poverty than the King County average.
In Aub urn, Kent and Seatac, over 10% of families live in poverty.

Figure 5: Fa milies in Poverty South King County Cities, 2006 -2008

Des | Federal King
Auburn| Burien | Moines| Way Kent | Renton| Seatac| County

Number of families| 12,371 7,678 | 7,281 | 22,237| 21,413| 14501 | 5,456 | 449,315

Percentage of familie 1, 1o, | g0 | 586 | 9.6% | 10.70% 6.40% | 11.80% 5.9%
below poverty level

Number of families

1,497 653 408 2135 | 2291 928 644 26510
below poverty level

Percentage of familie
below povertievel 150% | 7.9% | 13.6% | 18.8% | 19.5% | 10.40%| 24.10%
with children below §

8.6%

Number of families
below poverty level| 18.9% | 13.2% | 11.5% | 13.4% | 17.2% | 5.80% | 21.D% | 9.0%
with children below 1

® National Center on Family Homelessness, website accessed January 2010.
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Percentage of familie
with female
householder, no

husband present, wit] 36.8% | 23.5% | 24.1% | 17.5% | 38.6% | 24.80%| 52.40% 27%
related children undeg
18 years, below
poverty level
Source: American Community Survey 2006 -2008 Average
Only those cities that have data for this time period are included.
Children experience a disproportionately higher rate of poverty. In King
County, 10.2% of children under 18 lived below the federal poverty lev elin
2008. This is higher than the rate for the full population (9.1%) and for the
population over age 64 (8.9%) in King County. Childhood poverty in the
county is below the 2008 rate in Washington State (14.3%) and the U.S.
(18.2%).
In South King County , poverty rates for children under 18 years of age are
higher than in King County as a whole. In Auburn, Burien, Kent, and SeaTac,
more than 20% of children live below the federal poverty level.
Figure 6: Children in Poverty in South King County
. . Des Federal Rent | Seat King
City Aub urn Burien Moines Way Kent on ac County
% of
Children
(below 18 25.3% 22.6% 12.4% 18.7% 23'5 13'3 28.8 11.6%
. ) % %
years) in
poverty

Source: American Community Survey 2006
Only those cities that have data for this time

-2008 Average
period are included.

Another indicator of family poverty and financial stress i

qualify for

must earn $27,560 or less; a family

of students who qualify for free or reduced
until the 2008

except Mercer Island.
1 In general, districts with already high percentages of low
saw the largest increases in eligibility.
1 In eight local school
or reduced price lunch. In Tukwila school district, more than 70% qualify

and in Skykomish, more than 66% qualify.

s how many students

a free/reduced lunch. To qualify for free lunch, a family of four

with a maximum income of $39,220
qualifi es for reduced -price lunches. The cost of the lunch is reimbursed to the
schools by the US Department of Agriculture.
1 Most King County school districts showed very little change in the percent
-price meals in rec ent years
-09 school year when rates increased in every district

" (See Figure 7)

7 Communities Count September 2009 Data Update.
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Figure 7:

Percent of Students Eligible for
Free or Reduced-Price Meals, by School Distriet

Az of May of each school year

2005-06 2008-07 2007-08 2008-09
Tukwila 63.6 £7.2 £9.5 737
Skyvkomish na 376 451 66.1
Highline 54.8 4.1 56.7 60.3
Fenton 42 4113 435 476
Faderal Way 288 436 438 46.7
Auburm g2 37 40.0 443
Kent 369 378 39.2 415
Seattle 408 40.5 40.5 413
Enumelawr i 209 1.0 263
Shovaline 0.8 20.5 0.2 237
Bellevue 203 7.1 17.5 1E.7
Morthshore 137 40 125 14.7
Vashon Island 125 20 134 144
Ervarview 12.4 24 123 38
Tahoma 120 10.8 10.7 127
Lake Washmgton 119 11.2 114 32
Suogualmie 10.2 2.6 10.6 11.7
Issaquah 8.7 6.9 74 g3
Mercer Island 1.5 g 1.9 3

Source: Communities Count September 2009 Data Update

5. Homeless Student S

Homeless liaisons in schools, consistent with McKinney
Assistance Act requirements, identify students as homeless who are without
adequat e

i a

housing (couch

fixed,

regul ar,
-surfing) with un

and

-Vento Homeless

These children and youth may be accompanied by families or alone
(unaccompanied homeless youth).

nightti me

certain ability to remain in that location

Close to 1,800 students in South King County districts were identified as
year. This represented a 4.19%

being homeless during the 2008
increase from the 2005

-2009 school
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number of people who are homeless, these numbers are likely on the low
side.

Figure 8: Identified Homeless Students in South King County School

Distri cts, 2008 -2009
Pe Total Total
District K Grades| Grades| Grades| Shet | Doubled Un Hotels/ 2888 2825 Percent
and 16 7-8 912 ters Up sheltered| Motels Change
School | School
K
Year Year
Auburn
School 16 77 28 45 38 98 4 26 166 225 -35.54%
District
Enumiaw
School 2 5 2 3 2 9 0 1 12 5 58.33%
District
Federal
Way Schog 23 146 45 7 97 151 7 36 291 257 11.68%
District
Highline
School 34 206 78 196 109 340 16 49 514 401 21.98%
District*
KeDn_t S_ch*oc 39 195 65 70 74 269 11 15 369 458 -24.12%
istrict
Rerton
School 26 168 43 89 91 183 10 42 326 314 3.68%
District
Tahoma
School 0 17 1 7 2 16 2 5 25 41 -64.00%
District
Tukwila
School 6 38 14 19 22 42 0 13 77 14 81.82%
District
Vashon
Island 0
School 0 0 0 10 0 10 0 0 10 0 100.00%
District
South King
County 146 852 276 516 435 1118 50 187 1,790 | 1,715 4.19%
Districts
Source: Washington State Office of Superintendent of P ublic Instruction. Provided b y Tami
Johnson, December 2009
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7. First

- Time Births to Medicaid Mothers

Individuals on Medicaid are Ieimcome and often facing economic insecurity, which is closely

linked to housing insecurity. In South King County, 55.8% of births are to women who are on
Medicaid. This is higher than 36@ading Couty overall Thenew children are also atsk of
economic insecurity.

Births to King County Women by Health Planning Area, 2008

Maedicaid Tedal
Auburn T4 1,069
Ballard ] &10
Beacon/Glown/S_ Park 342 570
Ballevue 328 1,643
BathellMorth Shore 155 B23
Burien 328 5a2
Capitol Hill 48 332
Cascade-Fairwood 250 BEG
Cenfral Seatle 197 516
Covington/Maple Valley 151 GBS
Delridge 245 517
Des Moines/Mormandy Pl 258 489
DowenlowrFirst Hill 21 241
Federal Way 1,101 1,848
FremontGreenlake 38 548
Group 32: Vashon Island 26 BG
lszaguah/Sammamish 2.2 1,257
Kant 1,203 1,984
Kirkland 225 1,136
Mercer lslefPL Cities 4 197
NE Seallle 4 T3
MW Seatlle 184 549
MNorth Seattle 184 566
Queen Anne/Magnelia 56 544
RedmandUnion Hill 143 1,085
Renton TOO 1,528
Riverviaw/Lowear Vallay 110 S57
SE County 184 476
5E Seatte 3893 G683
Shoreling 154 a1
Tukwila/SeaTac 649 B56
Upper Snogualmie Valley B 474
W Sealtle 2] L1l
White CenterBoulvd Pk 418 559
Unknown HPA 1 T
Todal 9,278 25,254

Hixalth Planning Area (2004 definition) is determingd by 2000 consus iract+block group,
‘Madicakd' indicaies that the birth was tn a woman wha recaivad Madicald-pald matemity carm.

Source: Washingt on State Department Social and

8. Domestic Violence

Health Services, 2010

. Provided by Laurie Cawthon,

Domestic violence is a key contributor to homelessness, particularly among
2008 King County
domestic violence cases occurred in South King County, not including those

women and women wit

reported

by

t he Ki

ng

h children. 3,601, or 44% of all

County
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King County .% Overall in King County, there were 8,1 80 reported domestic
violence cases in 2008, down from 11,692 in 2006.

Figure 9: Domestic Violence Cases Reported by South King County
Police Departments, 2008

Police Agg. Simple VO Ee Total

Department MUTEET | REED | (RO 90E Assault | Assault UG L) o : Offenses
Protection

Algona 0 0 0 9 10 0 9 28
Auburn 0 1 4 39 404 9 252 709
Black 0 0 0 8 5 0 2 15
Diamond
Burien 1 2 4 29 147 6 65 263
Covington 0 1 0 3 56 1 14 81
Des Moines 0 0 0 24 97 4 55 183
Enumclaw 0 0 0 0 53 0 0 53
Federal Wa) 2 4 2 22 290 8 122 451
Kent 0 13 3 58 730 0 394 1,228
Maple 0 1 0 3 17 3 14 39
Valley
Normandy 0 0 1 0 6 0 4 11
Park
North Bend 0 0 0 2 16 0 7 25
Pacific 0 0 0 2 42 0 9 53
Seafic 0 1 0 18 140 6 78 246
Tukwila 0 2 0 13 134 5 62 216
South King
County 3 25 14 230 2,147 42 1,087 3,601
Total
1I§gr;gICounty 12 59 39 645 5,160 138 1,929 8,180

Source: The Crime In Washington 2008 Annual Report, produced by the Washington
Association of Sheriffs and Police

9. Living Wage and Cost of Living

The failure of wages  to keep up with the increasing cost of living creates a
challenge for households in King County. Most job openings pay less than a
living wage, especially for larger families, and there are many more
applicants than positions.

A living wage is a wage that allows families to meet their basic needs,
without public assistance, and that provides them some ability to deal with

The Crime In Washington 2008 Annual Report, produced by the Washington Association of
Sheriffs and Police .

South County Response to Homelessness, 2010 Update 14



emergencies and plan ahead. It is not a poverty wage. Living wages are

calculated on the basis of family budgets for several household t

budgets include basic necessities, such as: food, housing, utilities,

transportation,

health care, child care, cloth

savings, and state and federal taxes.
county in Washington sta

te for all household types.

Figure 10: King County Living Wage, 2009

ypes. Family

ing and other personal items,

King County is the most expensive
9

Household 5:
| Household 3;; Household 4:
Household 1: Hc_)usehold 2: Single Adult | Two adults (or Tvo adultg
: Single Adult . : . (both working
Single Adult : . with Two working) with .
with one Chilc . ? with two
Children two children :
children)
King $14.71 NA* $32.33 $28.45 $36.97*
County ' ' ' '
Washingto $13.56 $21.76 $28.67 $27.22 $36.38*
* Total amount earned by both adults
** Amount in report appears to be an error
Source: Northwest Foundation of Com munity Organizations, 2009
In Washington, 33 percent of job openings pay less than the $13.56 an hour
living wage for a single adult and 78 percent pay less than the $28.67 an
hour living wage for a single adult with two children. Meanwhile, for each job

opening that pays at least the $13.56 an hour living wage for a single adult,

there are three job seekers on average. For each job opening that pays at

least the $28.67 an hour living wage for a single adult with two children,

there are ten job seekers on average . Data is only available at the state level
at this time.

Figure 12: Washington Job Gap, 2009
. |

Jashi i Total Job Seekers Total Job Openings
Washington job Gap Job oee 131,3%6 g
Household 1 Household 2 Household 3 Householdd
Single Adult | Single Adult Single Adult 2 Adults, 1 working
w/ 1 Child w/ 2 Children w/2 Children
Living Wage Job Openings 87,908 49,638 28,506 31,537
Job Seekers per ) ) : :
Living Wagepjc-b Opening 3:1 51 10:1 9:1
Percent of All Job Openings
Paying Less than a Living Wage 33% 62% 18% 16%

Source: Northwest Foundation of Community Organizations, 2009

2009 Job Gap Report: Searching for Work that Pays. Produced Kyrtheest Foundation of Community
Organizations, 2009
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Cost of Living Factor:

Health Insurance
One of the biggest factors in cost of living e

xpenses can be health care. A

leading factor in foreclosures and bankruptcies is high medical bills. Those
without health insurance are at greater risk of high medical bills. In general,

adults in South King County were less likely to have health insuran

ce. ° Due

to small sample sizes, the differences are not necessarily statistically

significant.

Adults in Burien/Des Moines and Tukwila/SeaTac were

statistically

less likely to have health insurance than King County as a whole.

Figure 13:

Percent of Adults Ages 18-64 Without Health Insurance, By Health Planning Area
King County, Three Year Average 2005-2007

Burien/Des Moines
Tukwila/SeaTac

Beacon & SE Seattle
Renton

Downtown & Central
Vashon Island

White Center/Boulevard Park
Kent

Federal Way

Auburn

Southeast King County
Bothell/Woodinville

W. Seattle/Delridge

King County
Ballard-Fremont-Greenlake
NE Seattle

N. Seattle/Shoreline

Queen Anne/Magnolia

Kirkland |
Redmend/Union Hill |
Bellevue |

Capitol Hill/Eastlake
Cascade & Covington

Lower Valley & Upper Snoqualmie |
Issaquah/Sammamish |
Mercer Island/Point Cities [}f

0% 5%

24.7%
21.8%
I— 19.7%
19.2%
- 18.9%
| 17.4%
R 17.3%
15.6%
15.3%
14.8%
{14.2%

[ North Region
== Seattle

(== East Region
= South Region
C1King County

15%
Percent of Adults

10%

Source: Comm unities Count 2008 Report

1° Communities Count 2008 Report
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Cost of Living Factor: Child Care

Child care is a large portion of many household budgets. Infant care can

consume up to 23% of median income (2007) in King County. The 2008

average monthly ¢ ost for full -time infant care was  $1,0 34 in South Region
centers. Licensed family child care (FCC) for infants costs approximately

$300 less per month. This cost can be a big burden for low and moderate

income families, and can make it harder for some parents to find work and

pay other bills, all increasing housing insecurity. 1 Head Start and the Early
Childhood Education and Assistance Program offer programs that are more
affordable and often free. Head Start is funded by the federal government,
and ECEAP (Early Childhood Education Assistanc e Program) is funded by
Washington state. Families receiving public assistance grants and children in
foster care are eligible, as are many parents with limited incomes who are

working or in school. In South King County school districts, only a small

perce ntage of all children eligible for Head Start and ECEAP are served.

Those families whom have children that are not served must find other

childcare options.

Figure 14:

Funded Capacity to Serve Children Eligible
for Head Start and ECEAP,

Kihg County 2007
Projected Percent | Projected Number
School District Eligible Children | Eligible Children
Sepved Unzerved
Auburn 3% 585
Belleyue 18% 320
Enumclaw 15% 104
Federal Way 17% 1,145
Highline 21% 1,499
lssaguah 16% "7
Kent 19% 1,182
Lake WA, 29% 274
Mercer Island 0% B
Morthshore 22% 203
Renton 19% Ba0
Riveriew 34% 35
Seattle 47 % 1641
Shareline 31% 126
Skykomish 125% 1]
Shnogualmie Yalley 15% 200
Tahoma 19% ib
Tukuwila 24% 234
“ashon lsland 0% 16
King County 2% 9,141

Source: Communities Count 2008 Report

™ Communities Count 2008 Report
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10. Affordable Housing

According to the US Dep  artment of Housing and Urban Development, 30% of

gross income is the most that all but wealthy households can pay for housing

without creating an excessive housing cost burden. Housing that requires

more than 30% of income is consiodeHoeuds etho | e f wn
unaffordable housing are at considerably greater risk of losing their housing.

With a softer rental market, average rents decreased throughout King County

in 2009. ' As of September 2009, the average King County apartment rent

for a 2 bed room, 1 bathroom unit was $975. 13" A renter household at two -
thirds the 2008 King County median income or about $46,327, can afford

$1,158 a month for housing costs. ' A low-income household (50% of
median income) can afford to pay $877 a month for housing co sts, making
the average King County rent unaffordable. Rents are lower in South King

County. The average rent in Renton in September 2009 was $921, over the
30% of in come measure for affordability for low -income households, while in
other cities and areas  of South King County, the average rent would be just

under the affordable limit.

Figure 15: Average Monthly Rents in South King County

Average rent for a 2
Area bedroom, 1 bath
apartment
Auburn $831
Burien $797
Federal Way $799
Kent $832
Renton $921
Riverton/Tukwila $852
Seatac $855
Southeast King
County $845
South King
County $865

Source: Dupre and Scott 2009 Apartment Rental Data

The recent recession has led to a decline in average home prices but the

lower prices are still unaffordable to median income and low -income
households. In October 2009, the King County medi an single family home
price was $377,500 , out of the affordability rang e for a median income
household. The median condominium price ($251,000) met the affordability

2 Dupre & Scott 2009 Apartnm¢ Rental Data. Accessed by Housing Development Consortium staff in
January 2010.

13 Communities Count November 2009 Data Update

14 Communities Count November 2009 Data Update
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measure of housing costs not exceeding 30% of income. In South King
County, home and condominium prices tend to be lower than in the rest of

the county. However, the population living in King County has a lower

median income and thus a lower affordability level. Mea nwhile, prior to the
recession of 2008 and 2009, home prices in South King County had been

trending upwards.

Figure 16:

Annual Trend in Median Home Prices by Quarter, 2002-2009
King County

(Not adjusted for inflation)
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Source: Communities Count November 2009 Data Update
11. Households with Severe Housing Cost Burdens

While South King County has low er average home prices and rents than in
other parts of the county, the cost of housing still is a big financial burden for
many households. In South King County, the median household income is
significantly lower than in the County as a whole and there ar e a greater
number of low -income households.

In all of the South King County cities for which American Community Survey

2006 -2008 data is available, the percentage of renters paying more than

30% of their income on rent exceeds that of King County on the whole. In
Auburn, Burien, Federal Way, Renton, and Seatac, more than half of renters

are paying more than 30%.
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Figure 17: Percentage of Residents Paying More than 30% of Their
Income on Housing

Des Federal

Moines Way Kent Renton Seatac

Auburn Burien

King
County

Median
household | $48,813 $50,306 | $58,123 $57,027 $54,234 | $52,175 | $50,493
income

$69161

Percentage (
homeownery
with a
mortgage
spending 304
or more of
their income
on housing

49.2% 43.9% 45.4% 44.4% 39.9% 43.3% 50.7%

41.3%

Median
household $826 $837 $907 $901 $895 $935 $786
gross rent

$963

Percentage (¢
rental
households
spending 309 56.1% 50.5% 47.0% 53.0% 46.5% 50.2%6 51.9%
or more of
their income
onrent

45.7%

Source: American Community Survey 2006 -2008 Average
Only tho se cities that have data for this time period are included.

Low income households carry a bigger housing cost burden than higher

income households in King County. This is particularly true for low income
households who are carrying a mortgage. Homeownersh ip has risen
dramatically among lower income households in the past 15 year s. While this
can lead to asset building, this is not always the case, and under some

conditions, homeownership poses significant risk to lower income owners.

The National Poverty C  enter reports that for lower income households,

owning carries the risk of foreclosure under certain circumstances:

A Lack of affordable housing

A Heavy use of pimglansost (sub

A Sl ow appreciation in housing values
A Very low or not®lown paymen

As discussed throughout this report, these factors are prevalent in South
King County. One can conclude that many homeowners in South King
County, and particularly low -income homeowners, are at risk of housing
insecurity.

15 Communities Count November 2009 Data Update
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Figure 18:

Percent Paying More Than 30% of Income for Housing
by Income and Tenure, King County, 2006-2008
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Source: Commun ities Count November 2009 Data Update

12. Foreclosures

There were greater numbers of foreclosures in King County in 2008 and 2009
than in previous years. The number of foreclosures peaked in June and July

of 2009, and appears to have declines. In Octobe

r 2009, there were around

700 Notice of Trustee Sales recorded in King County, compared to less than

400 throughout 2005  -2007.

Figure 19:

January 2005-November 2009
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Source: Communities Count December 2009 Data Update

South King County has been hit the hardest.
King County occurred in the southern region.

South County Response to Homelessness, 2010 Update
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denominator, there is a distinct concentration of higher rates of Notice of
Trustee Sales (dark blue and orange tracts) in the south/central, southwest
and southeast areas of the county. '

Figure 20: Foreclosures as a Percentage of all Residences
St e

Foreclosures as % of All Residences
King County Census Tracts, Jan-Nov 2002
0t 03%
0.3t00.6%
0610 0.8%
B 0Sto1.3%
Bl 13t1028%
B 5 tracts with rate >3%
. Census Tract Boundaries
0 5 10 15
— —

Miles

Source: Communities Count November 2009 Data Update

Figure 21 shows data on FHA-insured first-time single family and condominium loans
taken out between October 1, 2007 and September 30, 2009 in King County zip codes.
Zip codes shown in orange on the map are those with highest rates of defaulting recent
loans. These are loans first reported to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) as 90 days or more delinquent by the end of the two-year reporting
period in which they were issued. *’

Figure 21: Percentage of Defaulting Loans in King County ZipCodes

16 Communities Count November 200@f& Update. Update contains information about the foreclosure
process.
1 Communities Count November 2009 Data Update
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Percent of New FHA Loans Defaulting in 1st 2 Years,
King County Zipcedes. Octobor 2000
0 to 1.2% (15 zipcodes)
771,210 2.1% (17 zipcodes)
B 2.1t0 3.9% (14 zipcodes)
0 3.2 t0 5.6% (16 zlpcodes)
B 5.6% and sbove {11 Zipcodes)
0 5 zips with default > 8%
I35 No FHA loan dats
[ 10 20 30

Mides

Source: Communities Count November 2009 Data Update

13. Unemployment
In November, unemployment in King Coun ty declined from 8.7% to 8.2%.
Unemployment in the county is now 1.8 percentage points below the national
rate and one point below the state level. The number of people in the labor
force declined by over 10,000 persons to 1,108,550. The number of
unemploy ed workers declined by 7,000 to 90,680. The decline may be a
result of 6di scouraged workers6 that disappear from t
unemployed and are no longer counted in the labor force by the Employment
Security Department.

Figure 22:

Source: Communiti  es Count December 2009 Data Update
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