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	All Things CEH – an Update on CEH & Community Initiatives
for November 2007



Upcoming Events
If you have an item of interest for the CEHKC community for December, please contact Laird.  laird.heia@kingcounty.gov.

In conjunction with the Help the Homeless Program and the National Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week, there will be a series of Unite to End Homelessness events held in King County the week of Nov. 12-17. 
· Unite to End Homelessness: Community Resource Exchanges, Tuesday November 13, 2007  Seattle (Seattle Center Exhibition Hall) and November 15, Renton (Spirit of Washington Event Center). Community resource exchange events will provide a one-stop shop for families, individuals and youth who are currently homeless and seeking assistance.  The events will engage residents and professionals from throughout King County to provide homeless people with immediate access to health services, legal counseling, housing referrals, public benefits and other social services.  More than 600 volunteers are needed to make this event a huge success. Volunteers will assist with client support, data entry, outreach, registration, and event support. You can organize a supply drive or find out how to be a service provider at the events. Please click on http://www.uwkc.org/newsevents/events/cre/default.asp.  For more information about the Community Resource Events, please email unite@uwkc.org or call 206-461-6973.

· Unite to End Homelessness Symposium: How Faith Communities and Service Organizations Can Create Housing to End Homelessness, Saturday, November 17, 2007, Bellevue City Hall, 450 110th Ave. NE Bellevue, WA.  The goal of the symposium is to give faith communities and service organizations such as Rotary and Kiwanis the tools, role models and support they need to undertake the work of helping end homelessness.  The symposium will be open to all faith and service organizations, regardless of size or resources.  Seminars presented at the symposium will include: Creative Faith-Based and Community Strategies to Help the Homeless Afford Housing; Purchasing Property to Create Housing; How to Redevelop a Portion of Property Owned by the Community (e.g., parking lot, parsonage); Creating Your Own Non-Profit for Hous​ing Services; Moving from Mission to Service: Pros and Cons of Self-operating vs. Partnering with Experts; and Understanding Who is Homeless and the Range of Needs.  Register now at http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/22110.  For more information about It All Starts at Home, contact Ann Erick​son at AErickson@thechurchcouncil.org or206-525-1213 x 3035. Note: This event is repeated on Sunday November 18, 2007, Temple B’nai Torah, 15727 Ne 4th St Bellevue, WA 

· 1000 Hats and Scarves: Warm for Winter Interfaith Service, Sunday, November 11, 2007, 2 – 4 p.m.  Trinity United Methodist Church, 6512 23rd Ave NW Seattle, WA.  Both a homelessness awareness campaign and direct service project.  Extensive volunteer efforts to make 1,000 hats and scarves for homeless people by November 11.  Interfaith service on the 11th to include a “Blessing of the Hats & Scarves”.  Contact: Janice Tufte (206) 675-2672, warmforwinter@yahoo.com, Bill Kirlin-Hackett (425) 442-5418, itfh@comcast.net.
Progress Reports – CEH / IAC Workplan Initiatives 

Landlord Liaison Access to Housing (Partnering with landlords to increase access to market / affordable housing among homeless and formerly homeless people)

Contact: Gretchen Bruce to be directed to the most appropriate entity.  (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

IAC members endorsed a best-practice model for partnering with landlords and property managers to increase access to private- and market-rate housing.  King County DCHS took the lead for convening local funders to coordinate fund sources in support of the project, and an RFP for the project was released October 25th with an Applicant Workshop offered on Wednesday, November 7, 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM, New King County Office Building, 401 5th Ave., Seattle, WA 98104, Conference Room 126.  Applications are due to King County Housing and Community Development Program (HCD) on November 21st, 2007 at 12:00 PM.  For detailed information go to the King County Housing and Community Development webpage:  http://www.metrokc.gov/dchs/csd/Housing/Index.htm.
Secure New Resources (Identify opportunities and strategies to secure new fund sources / use existing funds more efficiently in order to fund the development and acquisition of new units of housing.)

Contact: Gretchen Bruce to be directed to the most appropriate entity.  (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

This year’s state legislative agenda will focus on efforts to increase the Housing Trust Fund, secure additional funding for THOR, and continue funding for the Washington Families Fund.  We are also working with the Prosperity Partnership Housing Workgroup to create strategies to address the affordable housing crisis in our area.  At the federal level, we are working with elected officials who now hold key positions on committees addressing housing and services.  The federal agenda includes working with other national partners to increase funding for public housing, creation of a National Housing Trust Fund, and increases to other national funding sources for human services such as CDBG.  More details on the CEH State and Federal Legislative Priorities can be found on our website:  www.cehkc.org.
At their July 25th meeting, the CEH Governing Board endorsed a resolution supporting the one-tenth of one percent sales tax for mental health and chemical dependency treatment that may come before the King County Council in the fall.  This tax, which has been adopted by Spokane, Jefferson, Skagit, Clallam, Clark and Okanogan counties, would generate an estimated $48 million per year in King County for mental health and chemical dependency services.  Executive Sims recommended the passage of this tax in his 2008 budget which has been forwarded to Council, and they will vote on it sometime in November.

Capacity (increase the technical knowledge and capacity to produce the amount of housing and services required by the Ten-Year Plan on a community-wide basis)

Contact: Gretchen Bruce to be directed to the most appropriate entity.  (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

Clegg & Associates is coordinating the meetings and strategic planning among two community workgroups.  The first, Pace of Production workgroup, is strategizing more cost-effective ways to develop and operate housing and services.  

The work group is focusing on five key barriers in developing strategies to increase homeless housing production:

· Difficulty of nonprofits in acting quickly to acquire land, buildings, and units

· Site identification process for both land and buildings lacks coherency and efficiency

· Housing standards

· Construction costs

· Lack of Capacity

The Housing Linkages workgroup is identifying strategies to increase capacity among agencies that serve populations that are disproportionately affected by homelessness (such as communities of color) to ensure that their constituents have access to housing.  Emerging strategies focus on increasing partnerships between culturally-focused organizations and mainstream homeless housing groups including:

· Organizing match-making between service and housing providers

· Organizing a clearinghouse to provide information about housing and service funding

· Training housing and service providers on best practices related to effective partnerships

· Creating linkages between homelessness prevention resources and service providers
· Increasing agency’s knowledge of, and ability to implement, best practice case management standards
Clegg & Associates will attend the November 5th IAC meeting to provide an update on the work, and a final report will be presented at the December 3rd IAC meeting. 

Employment (Partner with community leaders in the employment, housing and services fields to encourage collaboration and inclusion of employment services within homeless programs in order to help individuals attain greater self sufficiency.)

Contact: Mark Putnam (mark@aidshousing.org)
The Committee to End Homelessness King County, the Taking Health Care Home initiative, The Boeing Company, and AIDS Housing of Washington are holding a forum November 1 to discuss promising practices and new opportunities for improving career pathways for homeless job seekers in King County.  Outcomes from this meeting will be provided for our December All Things CEH.  Contact Mark Putnam (mark@aidshousing.org) for information.

Prevention (increase our understanding of evidence-based prevention practices, and work to increase funding and alignment for prevention efforts)

Contact: Colleen Kelly, City of Redmond (ckelly@redmond.gov)

The Prevention Task Force has been meeting monthly and is organizing its work around the issue of primary prevention, or strategies to help people living in an unstable housing situation avoid becoming homeless in the first place.

The task force has spent several months reviewing existing prevention services in King County, and has concluded that while there are a number of projects throughout King County intended to prevent people from losing their housing, they seem to operate in a fairly independent manner with only limited systemic connections between the various services and partners. Work Group members will continue, over the next couple months, to identify the components of an effective prevention system, what components of a regional prevention system exist and are working well, what components exist but could be improved, and what components don’t exist and need to be built.  Task force efforts will also focus on identifying risk factors for homelessness so that we may develop a systems approach for targeting households that are most at risk of becoming homeless and offer them in prevention services appropriate to their situation.  In addition, the task force plans to review relevant research related to successful prevention practices in operation around the country to assess what we might make sense to implement here.

The December 4th meeting will include a presentation from community organizations that focus on financial literacy, low-cost credit and asset building.  The January and February meetings will include presentations from special needs populations such as Youth and Young Adults and Domestic Violence, so that strategies can take into consideration the nuances of prevention as it relates to those constituencies.  The task force anticipates that it will develop strategies and goals around prevention that could be adopted by a broad spectrum of funders and providers within CEH, with the eventual introduction of a recommend prevention model that could be developed and funded in 2008.
Case Management Standards (increase the capacity of agencies to provide supportive services, including the use and understanding of core competencies in case management and the availability of training in these areas.)
Contact: Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

The Families Committee of the CEH has expressed an interested in establishing core-competencies and training for case managers.  There is a growing recognition that while various curricula are offered by Antioch, the community colleges or elsewhere, they aren’t standardized and emphasize different types of case management (eg, employment, domestic violence, etc.)   A proposal has been made to develop a curriculum based on core competencies that wouldn’t supplant what agencies already provide and/or require of case managers, but rather, would be intended to provide a foundation for case managers who don’t have any training or background on things like cultural competency, case note documentation, ethics and boundaries, etc.  The IAC agreed by consensus that the Families Committee should research existing curricula and draft recommendations for what a core curriculum might include along with potential steps towards certification.  IAC will await a report from committee’s to determine if / how such a curriculum and certification process might be implemented.

A Case Management Standards work group has begun to meet and develop a workplan around this issue.  It includes representatives among youth, single adults, community colleges and universities.  One of the initial activities will be a panel discussion of trainers and educators to discuss what curriculums are offered and whether we can and should establish core competencies and move towards alignment between the various curricula.  This panel discussion will be held November 6th from 10 am – Noon at Antioch, Room 100.  Representatives on the panel include Antioch University, Seattle Jobs Initiative, The Washington Institute, Washington Association of Community Action Agencies, Edmonds Community College, Lake Washington Technical College, and Seattle Central Community College.  

The workgroup also released a survey to community-based agencies to ask what case management / certification requirements exist within community based agencies, to ask what types of training would be most helpful and to assess agency support for development of case management trainings and standards.  The results of that survey are currently being analyzed.  

Governance Structure and Committees 

Governing Board 
Chairs: Dan Brettler and Ron Sims   

Staff: Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

Typical Meeting Schedule: 4th Wednesday of the quarter, 8:30 – 10:30 am, New Holly Neighborhood Center

Recent Meeting:  Wednesday, October 24, 8:30-10:30 am, New Holly Neighborhood Campus 

Discussion:  Commissioner Erik Sten from Portland, who leads the Ten-Year Plan for Multnomah County was in attendance at the meeting and shared some strategies, successes and highlights that they have seen in reducing homelessness in Multnomah County.  Other topics discussed: housing production goals; the first ever analysis of data from the Safe Harbors HMIS system; inclusion of condo conversions on the CEH legislative advocacy agenda for 2008.
Interagency Council (IAC)
Chairs: Patricia McInturff and Stephen Norman   

Staff: Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov) 

Typical Meeting Schedule: 1st Monday of the month, 2-4 pm, rotating locations (Seattle, East KC, South KC)

Recent meeting:  Monday, October 1
Discussed: Update on legislative breakfast; reviewed initial recommendations for a Youth and Young Adult strategic plan to end homelessness among youth and young adults; reviewed first run data analysis of Safe Harbors HMIS data Jan-June, 2007.

Upcoming Meeting:  Monday, November 5, 2 – 4pm, Bellevue City Hall
Draft Agenda Topics:  Continued discussions of strategies for increasing the pace of production; Update on the Case Management standards project; Introduction of the Families platform; Nomination of two new IAC members; Review of the status of the Shelter Task Force recommendations
Consumer Advisory Council (CAC)
Contacts:
Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov);

Typical Meeting Schedule: 3rd Wednesday of the month, 6-8 pm at downtown YWCA, 5th & Seneca

Recent Meeting:  Wednesday, October 10

Agenda Topics:  Reviewed and discussed the CEHKC 2008 Legislative Agenda 
Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, November 14, 6-8 pm at downtown YWCA, 5th & Seneca.

Draft Agenda Topics:  Finalize Outreach Plans for focus groups; Discussion of shelter needs; Condo conversions and the impact on homelessness.
Single Adults Committee
Co-Chairs:  Mark Dalton (daltocm@dshs.wa.gov), Tina Shamseldin (tina.shamsheldin@seattle.gov); South King County: Jason Johnson (jajohnson@ci.kent.wa.us) Typical Meeting Schedule: 3rd Monday of the month, 2:30 – 4:00 Opportunity Place, 2024 3rd Ave, Seattle

Recent Meeting:  October 15
Discussion:  Bob Leeds of Positive Solutions, an agency that provides benefits planning to individuals returning to work (special focus on people with disabilities) and Lars Nomack from CARES of Washington discussed options for providing supportive employment to individuals with disabilities.  Joe Ingram provided information on DOC funding opportunities.

Upcoming Meeting:  November 26, 2:30 – 4:00 Opportunity Place, 2024 3rd Ave, Seattle

Agenda Topics:  1st Year Outcomes of the Begin at Home Housing First Pilot at the Plymouth on Stewart Building:  Special guest--Debra Srebnik from MHCADS, the lead research evaluator,  will give an overview and staff from PHG will share their stories and insights; staff from Antioch University will share information on their case management training program.

Families Committee
Contacts:  Co-Chairs: Doreen Cato & Dan McDougall-Treacy.   Staff: Maureen Kostyack (maureen.kostyack@seattle.gov)

Typical Meeting Schedule: 4th Monday of the month / every other month, 10-noon, CCS at 23rd & Yesler

Recent Meeting: October 22nd
Agenda Topics: Presentation of the final evaluation data for the Sound Families Initiative by Jami Bodonyi, UW School of Social Work.  Discussion of implications of the evaluation findings and suggestions for special topic reports to support CEH initiatives.  Discussion of how the Families platform will be used.  Will be presenting the platform at the November 5 IAC meeting.
Upcoming Meeting:  December 3rd, CCS at 23rd & Yesler (Seattle) 10 am – Noon

Agenda Topics:  Discussion with CEH Youth and Young Adult Committee about priorities and work plans.  Update from work group on forum with educational institutions regarding case manager training standards.
Youth and Young Adult Committee



















Contacts:       Co-Chairs: Michelle Keating, Jim Theofelis          Staff:  Darryl Cook   darryl.cook@seattle.gov 

Typical Meeting Schedule: 2nd Monday of the month,  usually at the 2100 Building (2100 24th Ave S) Seattle but location can change.
Recent Meeting: October 15

Agenda Topics:  Reviewed final edits to the YYA recommendations for 10YP strategies and priorities as it relates to youth, discussed Y&YA consultant, reported out on other CEH subcommittees.

Next meeting:  November 19th 1-3pm 2100 building (the 12th is Veteran's Day so we are meeting again on the 3rd Monday) 

Draft Agenda:  Discuss scope of Y&YA consultant, discuss other CEH subcommittees and work, review priorities established by the 2nd Annual SKCCH Youth & Young Adult Summit.

Communications / Public Relations

Chair - Sherry Hamilton (sherry.hamilton@kingcounty.gov) 

Typical meeting schedule:  2nd Thursday of the month, 11:30 – 1pm, NOTE NEW LOCATION:  New County Office Building, 401 5th Avenue, Room 526 (5th Floor)
Recent Meeting:  October 11

Agenda Topics: Discussed detailed plans for Hunger and Homeless Awareness Week specifically around the Unite to End Homelessness events.
Upcoming Meeting:  November 8, 11:30 – 1pm, NCOB, 401 5th Ave., Rm. 526

Agenda Topics:  Discuss final plans for Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week, including print media plans; discuss CEHKC Web site.

Communications / Legislative Advocacy  

Chair – Sandy Brown. Staff:  Laird Heia (Laird.Heia@kingcounty.gov) 

Meetings typically held the 4th Wednesday of the month from 12 – 1:30pm, 2106 2nd Avenue, Seattle  (DESC/DSHS shared building)    

Recent  Meeting:   2nd Annual CEH Legislative Breakfast, 8 – 9:30am, South Bellevue CC, Wednesday, October 17 

Agenda:  CEH Governing Board, Interagency Council and Consumer Advisory Council members met with state legislators to discuss CEH Legislative Priorities.   Keynote speakers included Sheriff Sue Rahr; Wireless Pioneer and current United Way Fundraising Chair, John Stanton; CAC, IAC and Consumer Advocate Christine VanderWerf.  Following is the link to our CEH State Legislative Agenda:  http://www.cehkc.org/legislative2008.shtml.

Upcoming Meeting:  November 28, 12 – 1:30pm; 2106 2nd Ave.

Agenda:  Debrief Legislative Breakfast; determine next steps to accomplish Legislative Priorities.

General Community Updates – Planning & Initiatives around Housing / Etc
There are numerous collaborations underway around the county regarding ending homelessness and implementation of the Ten-Year Plan.  If you have information to share under this heading, please contact Gretchen Bruce, program manager of the CEHKC to discuss inclusion in All Things CEH.  gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov 

Seattle King County Coalition on Homelessness (SKCCH)
Contact:  Alison Eisinger, Executive Director, alison@homelessinfo.org.  General meeting is 3rd Thurs of the month, 9-11 a.m. at East Cherry YWCA, 2820 E. Cherry St.  Most attendees are providers.  Homeless and formerly homeless community members and other concerned citizens are welcome.  In addition to the general meeting, several standing committees meet regularly (families with children; youth & young adults, single adults; advocacy). Information on these meetings and other activities of SKCCH, including results from the 2007 One Night Count, can be found on SKCCH’s website: www.homelessinfo.org
Recent General Meeting: The October 18 meeting included presentations from the Seattle Human Services Coalition, the King County Coalition against Domestic Violence, ShareHouse and the Seattle Tenants’ Union.
Upcoming General Meeting:  Thursday, November 15, 9 – 11am, at East Cherry YWCA, 2820 E. Cherry St.

The November meeting will include a focus on emergency food services, including presentations from the Meals Partnership Coalition and the South King County Food Bank Coalition.

Sign up for meeting reminders at www.homelessinfo.org
South King County Forum on Homelessness

Contact: Jason Johnson, City of Kent.   Email:  JaJohnson@ci.kent.wa.us.  

The SKC Forum on Homelessness meets the 1st Wed. of every month at 9am at the Kent Senior Activity Center to 1) keep South county service providers in touch with one-another; 2) share resources with / for SKC service providers; 3) receive updates and announcements of new or future projects; 4) coordinate our efforts in ending homelessness; and 5) help bridge the disconnect between the homeless and the service providers.  Most attendees are planners or providers, though anyone is welcome to attend.   

Recent Meeting:  Wednesday, October 3rd
Agenda Items:  update and discussion of future (new) services for homeless in Federal Way (men's permanent housing for families, & hygiene center)

Upcoming Meeting:  November 7, 9 am -10:30 am, Kent Senior Activity Center, 600 E Smith St., Kent

Draft Agenda Items:  Unite to End Homelessness Community Resource Exchange (final planning), SKC Response to Ending Homelessness in King County (info and discussion)
Eastside Homelessness Advisory Committee (EHAC)

Contact: Arthur Sullivan, ARCH   email:  ASullivan@bellevuewa.gov.  EHAC coordinates housing & service activities in East King County and the regions’ response to homelessness.  Most attendees are planners or providers, though anyone is welcome to attend.  Meetings typically scheduled the 2nd Thursday of the month, 1:30 – 3pm, St. Luke’s Church.  3030 Bellevue Way NE (just south of 520)

Recent Meeting:  Thursday, October 11
Agenda Topics:  Reviewed updated chart on progress to date, Continued brainstorming on how to move toward mid-term goals with goal of identifying some specific efforts.  
Upcoming Meeting:  Thursday, November 8, 3:00 – 4:30 pm, St. Luke’s Church.  3030 Bellevue Way NE (just south of 520)

Agenda Topics:  Review progress towards identified goals.
Interfaith Task Force on Homelessness (ITFH)

The ITFH seeks to create the political will to end homelessness using targeted education, outreach and advocacy.  It works among, between, and within the faith community to encourage public and private partnerships.  Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday of the month from 12-1:30 at St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral (1245 10th Ave E, Seattle), 2nd floor conference room.  Contact Bill Kirlin-Hackett at itfh@comcast.net or call at (425) 442-5418. 

Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, November 21, 12-1:30pm, St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral.  ALL WELCOME
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