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	CEH Initiative & Community Updates

for MAY 2007



Breaking News 

May 9-11,  Washington State Coalition for the Homeless’ (WSCH), 17th Annual Conference, Making Connections--Navigating the Journey Home at the Yakima Convention Center.  The WSCH annual conference is an opportunity for shelter, housing and service providers, government officials, advocates and homeless people to come together and develop real solutions and strategies for ending homelessness in Washington State. Join us as we continue this tradition!  For more information:  Registration Register online. (Clicking on this link will take you to the secure site of Event Dynamics, Inc., they are processing all registrations.)  Download the registration brochure in pdf format.  Download the conference agenda.  Or cut and paste this link into your browser:  http://www.endhomelessnesswa.org/WSCH/Conference/conference.html
June 1st, , 7:30 – 1:30 pm,  Affordable Housing Conference, Everett Events Center/ 2000 Hewitt Ave/ Everett, WA 98201 Conference includes a wrap-up of the 2007 Legislative Session, Workshops with topics including: tools for cities; nuts and bolts of development; green building; and nonprofit housing developers in your community.  Lunch with Senator Patty Murray (invited) and Hugh Spitzer, attorney and former chair of the Affordable Housing Advisory Board. Learn how you can make a difference for safe, affordable housing for all in your community!  For more information contact:  Housing Consortium of Everett and Snohomish County, 425.339.1015, housingsnohomish@gmail.com
If you have an item of interest for the CEHKC community for June, please contact Laird.  laird.heia@metrokc.gov.
Progress Reports – CEH / IAC Workplan Initiatives 

Success in Housing Implementation Project – SHIP 
(Partnering with landlords to increase access to market / affordable housing among homeless and formerly homeless people.) 

Contacts:
Kim vonHenkle (kim.vonhenkle@seattle.gov)

The SHIP proposal was discussed at length at the March 5th IAC retreat and the April IAC meeting.  A general recommended framework for a SHIP project was adopted as a best practices recommendation, with the understanding that funding and implementation will need to be coordinated and balanced with both funding availability and competing funding needs.  The elements of the framework include:

1. Risk Mitigation Pool 

2. Housing Locator 

3. Landlord/Provider Agreements 

4. Outreach / Education / Central Contact Point for Landlords

5. Housing Search  Assistance 

6. Quality Assurance Oversight

7. Criminal and Background Checks / Portable Credit Reports

8. Emergency financial assistance 

9. Temporary Payments to Retain Housing 

Coordinated Entry (Create streamlined ports of entry by which individuals who are homeless or at risk of being homeless can access available services and housing for which they are eligible.)

Contact:
Bill Block (bill.block@metrokc.gov)
Coordinated Entry was presented at the March 5th IAC Retreat.  Judy Clegg (consultant to the project) noted that the workgroup’s recommended next steps are to develop a common assessment tool that allows individuals seeking housing/services to receive an in-depth screening to facilitate their referral to the most appropriate agency/services. The discussion of coordinated entry/common assessment will continue at the May IAC meeting.
Funding & Metrics (increasing and coordinating funding opportunities in support of the Ten-Year Plan and measuring our success in implementing the plan)
AIDS Housing of Washington (AHW) presented the next draft report at the April Governing Board and IAC meetings.  Additional work on the Business Plan and Dashboard Report will incorporate feedback from these meetings.  Members of the Governing Board recommended modest changes for additional components, including financial information, and requested that a version of this be available at the next quarterly meeting.   
Governance Structure and Committees 

Governing Board 
Chairs: Dan Brettler and Ron Sims   

Staff: Bill Block (bill.block@metrokc.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@metrokc.gov)

Typical Meeting Schedule: 4th Wednesday of the quarter, 8:30 – 10:30 am, New Holly Neighborhood Center
Recent Meeting:  Wednesday, April 25
Discussion of the impact of homelessness on the criminal justice and healthcare systems, lead by Sheriff Rahr and Dr. Scott Barnhart.  Reviewed and suggested modifications to the Business Plan and Dashboard Report (see update under Funding & Metrics above). Reviewed and approved 2163 Policies and Priorities (which also now incorporate new funding from the $8 document recording fee as passed in HB 1359). Report on the 2007 Legislative Advocacy efforts (see update under Legislative Advocacy Committee below.).  Approval of the 2007 CEH Workplan.  Approval of the recommendation for a Consumer Advisory Council representative to sit on the Governing Board to represent the CAC.
Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, July 25, 8:30-10:30 am, New Holly Neighborhood Campus 
Draft Agenda Topics: To Be Determined

Interagency Council (IAC)
Chairs: Patricia McInturff and Stephen Norman   

Staff: Bill Block (bill.block@metrokc.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@metrokc.gov)  Typical Meeting Schedule: 1st Monday of the month, 2-4 pm, rotating locations (Seattle, East KC, South KC)
Recent meetings:  Monday, April 2, 2007

Discussed:  Welcome to Randy Pellam and Rhonda Berry as new members to the IAC.  Randy serves as a representative of the Consumer Advisory Council and Rhonda is a City Administrator with the City of Tukwila.  Review and approval of a best practices model under the SHIP Project (see update page one); Review and recommendation for Governing Board approval of 2163 Processes and Priorities. 
Upcoming Meeting:  Monday, May 7th, 2 – 4 pm, Renton City Hall
Draft Agenda Topics: Coordinated Entry (see update above).  Next Steps within the 2007 CEH Initiatives.  Opportunities to hold a community awareness event this fall.
Consumer Advisory Council (CAC)
Contacts:
Staff:  Bill Block (bill.block@metrokc.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@metrokc.gov);

Typical Meeting Schedule: 3rd Wednesday of the month, 6-8 pm at downtown YWCA, 5th & Seneca

Recent Meeting:  Wednesday, April 18
Discussed:  Informational discussion on the benefits and impact of pursuing a housing first model for chronically homeless individuals who are high utilizers of the jails, emergency rooms, detox centers, etc. presented by Mark Putnam with AIDS Housing of Washington.
Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, May 23, 6pm – 8pm.  Downtown YWCA, 5th & Seneca
Draft Agenda Topics:  Potential topics include Section 8 Housing Representative to discuss inspection procedures and continued discussion on barriers to creating housing.
Single Adults Committee
Co-Chairs:  Mark Dalton (daltocm@dshs.wa.gov), Tina Shamseldin (tina.shamsheldin@seattle.gov); South King County: Jason Johnson (jajohnson@ci.kent.wa.us)  Typical Meeting Schedule: 3rd Monday of the month, 2:30 – 4:00 Opportunity Place, 2024 3rd Ave, Seattle
Recent Meetings:  Monday, April 16, 2:30 – 4:00 pm
Discussion:  Homeless Veterans Focus Group; discussion on Employment and Homeless Services: release of report, provider survey and feedback on current landscape; ABOD update and shaping potential new funding sources, and; “treatment on demand"--understanding the questions (in prep for a fuller discussion in May).

Upcoming Meeting:  May 21, 2:30 – 4:00pm Opportunity Place, 2024 3rd Ave, Seattle

Draft Agenda Topics:  A discussion of the needs of individuals with long histories in the shelter system.  The panel will include Health Care for the Homeless nursing staff and shelter staff.  Rose Soohoo from Mental Health, Chemical Dependency Services Division will give an overview of the drug/alcohol system and address questions raised by the group at our last meeting.

Families Committee

Contacts:  Co-Chairs: Doreen Cato & Dan McDougall-Treacy.   Staff: Maureen Kostyack (maureen.kostyack@seattle.gov)

Typical Meeting Schedule: 4th Monday of the month / every other month, 10-noon, CCS at 23rd & Yesler

Recent Meeting:  April 23rd, 10 - noon.

Discussion:  The major focus of this meeting was to provide direction to the two new work groups that the Committee has formed for 2007.  The Capacity Building work group is exploring the potential for case manager certification.  The Disproportionality work group is recommending a focus on assisting the IAC to address disproportionality within its priority projects for 2007.  The Families Prevention Workgroup reported on a "focus group" discussion with Seattle Human Services Department staff regarding the City's homeless prevention funding.

Upcoming Meeting:  June 26, 10am-Noon (meetings held every other month) CCS at 23rd & Yesler
Draft Agenda Topics:  Continued discussion of workgroup efforts around IAC's work plans, homeless prevention,

disproportionality and case management.

Youth and Young Adult Committee

Contacts:       Co-Chairs: Marci Curtin, Jim Theofelis          Staff:  Darryl Cook   darryl.cook@seattle.gov 

Typical Meeting Schedule: 3rd Thursday of the month, 2100 Building (2100 24th Ave S) Seattle 

Recent meeting:  Thursday, April 19, 1-2:30pm

Discussion: The primary discussion during the meeting was the Homeless Youth Report Overview provided by Mark Putnam and Lisa Gustaveson of the AIDS Housing Alliance.  Mark briefed the committee on the status of the evaluation, and requested information in the form of reports or issues papers that address the issues of homeless youth and young adults.    Mark also asked the committee to identify a unified message it wants communicated in the final evaluation report.

Upcoming meeting:  Thursday, May 17, 1-2:30pm, 2100 Building (2100 24th Ave S) Seattle

Draft Agenda Items:  Discussion with Mark Putnam and Lisa Gustaveson, Reports from Sub-Committees, Review and Improve Minutes, Announcements.

Resources Committee

Chair: Tom Tierney

Staff: Bill Block (bill.block@metrokc.gov); Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@metrokc.gov); 

Typical Meeting Schedule: 3rd Friday of the month, 9-11 am, rotating between KCHA & St Mark’s

Many of the issues previously covered in the CEH Resource Committee meetings are being worked in the CEH 2007 Priorities workgroups. In an effort not to duplicate effort we are postponing further CEH Resource Committee Meetings until we have a better sense of how best it can be integrated with the workgroups.

Communications / Public Relations
Chair - Sherry Hamilton (sherry.hamilton@metrokc.gov) typical meeting schedule:  2nd Thursday of the month, 11:30 – 1pm, 821 2nd Ave., Conf. Room 6A 
Recent Meeting:  April 12
Discussed draft of the 2006 CEHKC Annual Report in detail; targeted outreach populations for the speaker’s bureau. 

Upcoming meeting:  To Be Determined, Exchange Building, 821 2nd Avenue, 6th Floor, Conference Room 6A

Draft Agenda Topics:  Review second draft of CEHKC 2006 Annual Report. Presentation and update on Leadership Tomorrow Speakers Bureau development.  

Communications / Legislative Advocacy  

Chair – Sandy Brown. Staff:  Al D’Alessandro (al.dalessandro@metrokc.gov) Meetings typically held the 4th Wednesday of the month from 12 – 1:30pm, (DESC/DSHS shared building)    
Recent meetings:  April 18
Discussion:  Reviewed final outcomes of combined CEH, WLIHA, United Way and WSCH legislative agenda for 2007:
1. Increasing the Housing Trust Fund.  In the 2007 session, we argued that the Trust Fund should be tripled to $363 million, knowing that such a level was a multi-year goal.  Ultimately, the Trust Fund was funded at $130 million; not as much as we might have liked, but a substantial increase over the prior funding level and almost double where it had been for many years.

2. Increase Funding for the THOR Program.  The THOR program is a very successful program of services and housing for families with children.  Our legislative agenda included increasing the funding to that program and broadening the eligibility to include single adults and youth.  Unfortunately we were not successful on this effort.  We should think about returning to it in the next session.

3. Addressing Discharge from Foster Care and the Criminal Justice System.
a. Foster Care.  This was a year in which the needs of youth, and particularly those in foster care, were well recognized.  HB 1201 extended Medicaid eligibility to age 21 for youth aging out of foster care; HB 1922 created for the first time a system of housing vouchers for permanent housing for youth aging out of foster care, with funding at $1 million.  

b. Criminal Justice System.  A bipartisan group between sessions created a very good re-entry program, which included housing, for people exiting the criminal justice system.  This proposal became a political football and several times looked dead, but emerged in the final days as SB 6157 with a comprehensive re-entry plan including housing funding at $4 million for housing up to 12 months.  Previously, housing for people exiting the criminal justice system was capped at 90 days – after which they would become homelessness.  We hope that this new program will significantly change that dynamic.

4. Increasing Mental Health Funding and Creating Mental Health Funding for GAU Clients.  In this area, we were only partially successful, and the area where we were not successful is significant.  The legislature funded non-Medicaid mental; health funding at only the $6.1 million level, which means that King County will have to start turning away people who fall off the Medicaid rolls – estimated at 2,000 last year.  It will also have to cut funding substantially to entities providing funding to non-Medicaid eligible persons – impacting immigrants, homeless populations, and people coming out of jails and hospitals.  The only bright spot in this picture is that there was some new funding for children’s mental health and the Legislature also created a mental health benefit for persons on General Assistance Unemployable (“GAU”) which would serve approximately 1,500 persons per year in King County.

5. Increasing Funding to Local Ten Year Plans.  We requested increasing funding to local ten year plans through a document recording fee of $10 per document.  This also went through a number of political gyrations, but emerged as an $8 per document recording fee with 90% going to the counties, which will generate between $3 million and $4 million for King County each year.  We feel that this is a significant vote of confidence in our ten year plan implementation.
Other Legislation Not on the CEH Priority List.  There were several bills that, although not on the CEH priority list, should be noted.  These include: HB 1450 extending the low income housing property tax exemption to those projects funded with locally allocated federal dollars and with state-authorized document recording fee money, and specifying that Assessors must take into account rent restrictions and sales restrictions when determining assessment valuation.  And HB 1401 establishing a new land acquisition revolving loan program for affordable housing to be administered by the Washington State Housing Finance Commission and funded with $1,000,000 from the Capital Budget.

Upcoming Meeting:   Wednesday, May 23 (DESC/DSHS shared building)

Draft Agenda Topics:  Debrief 2007 Legislative Session; plan for 2008 session
General Community Updates – Planning & Initiatives around Housing / Etc.
There are numerous activities going on around the county regarding implementation of the Ten-Year Plan.  If you have information to share under this heading, please contact Gretchen Bruce, program manager of the CEHKC to discuss inclusion in All Things CEH.  gretchen.bruce@metrokc.gov 
Seattle King County Coalition on Homelessness (SKCCH)
Contact:  Alison Eisinger, Executive Director, alison@homelessinfo.org.  General meeting is 3rd Thurs of the month, 9-11 am at East Cherry YWCA, 2820 E. Cherry St.  Most attendees are providers.  Homeless and formerly homeless community members, and other concerned citizens are welcome.  In addition to the general meeting, several standing committees meet regularly (Families with children; youth & young adults, single adults; advocacy). Information on these meetings and other activities of SKCCH, including results from the 2007 One Night Count, can be found on SKCCH’s website: www.homelessinfo.org
 
Recent Meeting:  Thursday, April 19th, Presentation from the Seattle Human Rights Commission on proposal to add people who are homeless to the city’s malicious harassment statutes; presentation on evaluation findings related to children served through the Sound Families Initiative.
Upcoming Meetings:  Thursday, May 17th.  Agenda topics will include the 2007 One Night Count report, updates on Project COOL and Safe Harbors.  Thursday, June 21st.   Agenda topics will include follow up to SKCCH’s March Forum “Homelessness:  What’s race got to do with it?”).
South King County Forum on Homelessness

Contact: Jason Johnson, City of Kent.   Email:  JaJohnson@ci.kent.wa.us.  

The SKC Forum on Homelessness meets the 1st Wed. of every month at 9am at the Kent Senior Activity Center to
1) to keep South King County homelessness services providers in touch with one-another, 2) to share resources with / for SKC service providers, 3) to receive updates and announcements of new or future projects, 4) to coordinate our efforts in ending homelessness, 5) to help bridge the disconnect between the homeless and the service providers.  Most attendees are planners or providers, though anyone is welcome to attend.   

Recent Meeting:  April 4: Operation Nightwatch Director Rick Reynolds and discussion about sheltering, IAC Retreat Update and Work plan Priorities

 

Upcoming meetings:  Wed, May 2, 9am–10:30 am. Kent Senior Activity Center, 600 E Smith Street: Discussion - serving homeless refugee / immigrant populations or those with very limited English.
Eastside Homelessness Advisory Committee (EHAC)
Contact: Arthur Sullivan, ARCH   email:  ASullivan@bellevuewa.gov.  EHAC coordinates housing & service activities in East King County and the regions’ response to homelessness.  Most attendees are planners or providers, though anyone is welcome to attend.  Meetings typically scheduled the 2nd Thursday of the month, 1:30 – 3pm, St. Luke’s Church.  3030 Bellevue Way NE (just south of 520)
Recent Meeting:  April 12
Discussion:   Update on Veterans’ and Human Services Levy, continue the discussion of Eastside Homeless priorities with a focus on configuration of housing for different homeless populations and prevention.
Upcoming meetings: Thurs, May 10, St. Luke’s Church.  3030 Bellevue Way NE (just south of 520)

Draft Agenda Topics:  Continue to clarify priorities and plans.
Interfaith Task Force on Homelessness (ITFH)

The ITFH seeks to create the political will to end homelessness using targeted education, outreach and advocacy.  It works among, between, and within the faith community to encourage public and private partnerships.  Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday of the month from 12-1:30 at St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral (1245 10th Ave E, Seattle), 2nd floor conference room.  Contact Bill Kirlin-Hackett at itfh@comcast.net or call at (425) 442-5418. 
Upcoming activities:

· ITFH monthly meeting:  May 16, noon-1:30 ALL WELCOME.  

· Ten Year Plan Forum at St. Joseph's Catholic Church (250 Mt. Park Blvd., Issaquah).  Forum is tentatively scheduled for May 19 at 7pm. If interested in attending, please confirm meeting time with Gloria Rivera.  grivera@ci.lynnwood.wa.us or 425-670-6652.
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