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	All Things CEH

an Update on CEH & Community Initiatives

for June 2009



BREAKING NEWS AND INFORMATION
If you have an item of interest for the CEHKC community for July, please contact Kristine at Kristine.gullin@kingcounty.gov
LOCAL NEWS & ACTION
CEH Comings and Goings
We welcome Kristine Gullin as the new Administrative Specialist for the Committee to End Homelessness, replacing Laird Heia who accepted a promotion within King County DCHS.  Kristine joined us in March, and brings 16 + years of administrative experience which began at the Greater University Chamber of Commerce.  She shares “I am eager to work with everyone on the issue of homelessness and hear all the success stories that we have and will be contributing too.  As a matter of fact, I was a homeless teenager on The Ave and I know for myself that if it wasn't for people like you, I would have never made it as far as I have.  For that I say thank you for all your hard work and believing in people like me.”
Gretchen Bruce has accepted a new position with King County Office of the Public Defender, where she will be a policy / legislative / data analyst, beginning June 2nd.   Gretchen’s email with the county will remain the same (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov.)   The PM II CEH position may be advertised in the coming weeks as a TLT position.  Stay tuned if interested.
Congress Reauthorizes McKinney-Vento Program!
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On May 19th, both the House and Senate overwhelmingly passed S. 896, the Helping Families Save Their Homes Act. The legislation reauthorizes McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance programs for the first time in nearly 20 years and will provide communities with new resources and better tools to prevent and end homelessness.   The bill also incorporates a compromise amendment – the bipartisan Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing (HEARTH) Act. The legislation: 

· Increases prevention resources and changes the current Emergency Shelter Grants Program to the Emergency Solutions Grants (ESG) Program; 

· Requires HUD to provide family rapid re-housing incentive; 

· Continues the chronic homelessness initiative and adds families with children to the initiative; 

· Designates 30 percent of total funds for permanent housing solutions for families and individuals with disabilities; 

· Modestly expands the definition of homelessness; 

· Consolidates HUD's competitive grant programs; 

· Improves homeless assistance in rural communities and gives them greater flexibility; 

· Increases emphasis on performance; 

· Requires that tenants living in foreclosed properties be given 90 days notice prior to eviction

· Simplifies the match requirement; and 

· Authorizes a funding level of $2.2 billion.

Changes go into effect until 18 months after passage, giving HUD and communities time to prepare. 

SKCCH Racial Justice Initiative Brown Bag on Racism & Homelessness Thursday, June 4th, Plymouth Housing Group (2113 3rd Ave in Seattle)  from 12.30 – 2 pm.  Contact Dan Wise:  danw@ccsww.org.  

Related - The People’s Institute is holding an Undoing  Racism workshop July 23 & 24 2009.  The workshop is two days (9am - 5pm) and participants should commit to the full two days.  The cost is $300, and the location is to be determined.  The Undoing Racism Workshop is an intensive two-day workshop designed to educate, challenge and empower people to "undo" the racist structures that hinder effective social change. The training is based on the premise that racism has been systematically erected and that it can be
"undone" if people understand where it comes from, how it functions and why it is perpetuated.  Call The People's Institute Northwest:206-938-1023 Email address: pinwseattle@yahoo.com with questions.
Annual SKCCH Youth and Young Adult Food and Fact Fair is coming up in July.  Sign up now for agency tables by emailing Ken Myers: kenm@llaa.org  no later than June 19th.  The Food & Fact Fair will take place at Gasworks Park on Friday, July 24th from 1-3PM.  As always, they will need help with organizing, set-up, and clean-up.  
FAQ on H1N1 Virus (Swine Flu) and Homeless concerns  – Healthcare for the Homeless Network has created several informative documents on the swine flu, with documents geared towards clients who are homeless as well as shelter providers.  Contact Laurie Becker (laurie.becker@kingcounty.gov) or 
click on the embedded links to access documents:

Public Health's H1N1 virus homepage 

FAQ on H1N1 Virus (swine flu) for homeless people.  Also available in: Amharic , Somali , or Spanish
FAQ on H1N1 Virus (swine flu) for shelter providers


Governance Structure and Committees 

Governing Board 

Chairs: Dan Brettler and Ron Sims.  Staff: Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov).  Typical Meeting Schedule: 4th Wed of the quarter, 8:30 – 10:30 am, New Holly Neighborhood Center.  Meeting Summaries of previous Governing Board meetings are available at www.cehkc.org 
Upcoming Meeting:   Wednesday, June 17th, 8:30 – 10:30 am at Opportunity Place
Draft Agenda Topics:  Roll out of the CEH Annual Report, Results of the 2009 Legislative Session and Next Steps for policy/leadership on homeless issues, Results of the IAC Retreat, Update on the CEH Funders Group Workplans
Interagency Council (IAC)

Chairs: Stephen Norman and Sue Sherbrooke. Staff: Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov) Meeting Schedule: 1st Monday of the month, 2-4 pm, rotating locations (Seattle, Bellevue, Renton).  Agendas and Summaries of previous IAC meetings available at www.cehkc.org
Recent Meeting:  May’s IAC meeting was cancelled.
Upcoming Meeting:  June 1st retreat, IAC members only
Draft Agenda Topics:  

· Discussion on Funders Group Workplans/Feedback from an IAC Perspective
· Updates on local, state and federal Funding and Opportunities and priorities for upcoming NOFA 

· Next steps for the Ten-Year Plan – Years 5-10
Consumer Advisory Council (CAC)


Contacts: Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov) and Kristine Gullin (kristine.gullin@kingcounty.gov)  Typical Meeting Schedule: 3rd Wednesday of the month, 6-8 pm at Plymouth Congregational Church, 1217 6th Ave, Seattle, WA 98101.  Agendas and meeting summaries of previous Consumer Advisory Council meetings are available at www.cehkc.org 
Recent Meeting:  May 20th 
· Feedback to Planning Guidelines for Coordinated Entry for Families.  CAC agreed with proposed guidelines. See recap of proposed guidelines for a Families Coordinated Entry system under Families Committee below.  
· Updates on 2009 legislative session

· Planning for focus groups

· Nominations of slate of CAC members to serve as representatives to the Governing Board and IAC
Upcoming Meeting: Wednesday, June 17th, 6-8pm, Plymouth Congregational Church, 1217 6th Ave. 

Draft Agenda Topics:  Selection of CAC representative to the Interagency Council;  Planning for CAC-led focus groups in 2009; Continued discussion on recruitment, Results of the IAC Retreat
Single Adults Committee

Chair:  Steve Roberts (steveSroberts@comcast.net) and Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov)    Staff: ___________________) 
NOTE: Single Adults will meet quarterly in 2009, and the new schedule is: May 18th, September 21st  and November 16th.  Meetings will be at Opportunity Place (2024 3rd Ave, Seattle) from 2:30 – 4 pm
Recent Meeting:   May 18th   

Conversation with staff from Begin at Home and 1811 Eastlake:  Information beyond highly publicized cost savings of Housing First programs  --  a conversation on lessons learned for future program needs.  Updates on recently opened shelter programs on the  Eastside (Sophia’s Way for Women) and South King County (Men’s Shelter)
Upcoming Meeting:   Meeting changed to September 21st , 2:30 – 4 pm at Opportunity Place.  
Agenda to be determined.

Families Committee
Contacts:  Co-Chairs: Doreen Cato & Dan McDougall-Treacy.  Staff: ___________________) 
In 2009, meeting schedule may change to quarterly or ad hoc from 10 am to Noon.  Stay tuned for details.

Recent Meeting:   May 18th  

Discussion:  Feedback to recommended guidelines for a coordinated entry system for families, as developed by the advisory group of the UWKC/Gates funded family homelessness initiative.  Agreed with all guidelines that a coordinated entry system for families should:

· Be easy to use for clients, and that clients need easily navigable paths to find out about housing/services.

· Start with families but be scalable and adaptable over time to respond to needs of other populations as funding/opportunities arise

· Focus on homeless housing and services (emergency shelter, transitional housing, prevention, etc.) but should not, as yet, incorporate independent systems such as employment, chemical dependency, etc. unless those services are being provided directly by a homeless housing provider.

· Be client focused – with a goal of always aiming to provide value to the client and respond to client needs

· Include the use a common intake and assessment tools 
· Allow for choice (client and agency) but with realistic parameters and expectations

· Be built on a system of adequate capacity and availability of services and housing to support clients now and in the future

· Connect to existing infrastructure as appropriate -  including 211, Safe Harbors and auxiliary services

Additional comments / questions included:

· How will the system connect to other services that are homeless focused, but still outside of Safe Harbors such as DV / Day One, Homeless School Liaison workers, incarcerated parents, etc.

· Will the system be opt-in or opt-out?  Will light touch services such as utility assistance be required to participate or can it be a hybrid of receiving referrals as appropriate, but also being allowed to serve one’s own client base
· Include a specific focus on the children.
· Ensure cultural competency

· Will require accurate assessment of both the households and the capacities and strengths of the agencies to whom they are referred so that clients are matched appropriately with services.
Upcoming Meeting:   Monday, Sept 21st  at Catholic Community Services,  23rd & Yesler in Seattle 10 – Noon
· Coordination with other systems: school district’s homeless liaisons, Children’s Hospital, DSHS, other.

Youth and Young Adult Committee (YYA)


Contacts:       Co-Chairs: Mike Heinisch, Brooke Scharnke       Staff:  Marci Curtin   (marci.curtin@seattle.gov)  Typical Meeting Schedule: 2nd Wed of the month, 2-4pm, usually at the 2100 Building (2100 24th Ave S) Seattle but may rotate.
Recent Meeting: Wednesday, May 13th

Discussion: United Way Out of the Rain initiative, discussion focused on those under 18.  CEH Y&YA subcommittee 2009 work plan- small group work and report out.    

 

Upcoming Meeting: Wednesday, June 10th, 2-4pm, 

Family Resource Center Campus/Friends of Youth 16225 NE 87th St. Redmond, WA 98052

Draft Agenda Topics: Federal Stimulus Funding update. CEH Y&YA 2009 work plan small group report out.

 

Recent Homeless Youth and Young Adult Event:
April 30th, Seattle HSD and the City Parks department sponsored the biannual Youth Outreach Fair in Westlake Park put on by the Seattle Outreach Workers - Youth and Young Adult group.  206 homeless youth and young adults attended and 16 agencies provided tables with resources.  Services included hygiene, resources, and shelter referrals to youth, with particular outreach to homeless YYA who don’t access shelter or other services and are some of the most vulnerable.   The fair also included live music, youth spoken word and raffle prizes.

 
 Communications/Public Relations                                                                                   
Chair - Sherry Hamilton (sherry.hamilton@kingcounty.gov).   Typical meeting schedule has changed! 

It is now the 1st Tuesday of the month, 3:30 – 4:30 pm, Chinook County Office Building, 401 5th Avenue, Room 526 (5th Floor)

Recent Meeting:  May 5th 

Discussion of key messages for 2009 and Preparation for 2008 Annual Report on the Ten-Year Plan.
Upcoming Meeting:  June 2nd, 3;30 – 4 pm, 401 Fifth Ave., 5th Floor, rm. 526

Draft Agenda Items:  Continued planning Discussion of key messages for 2009 and Assignments and next steps for 2008 Annual Report on the Ten-Year Plan.

Communications / Legislative Advocacy  

Contacts:  Co-Chairs:  Marilyn Mason-Plunkett and Barbara Langdon.   Staff:  to be determined.  Meetings typically held the 2nd Tuesday of the month from 8:30 – 10am, 2106 2nd Avenue, Seattle (DESC/DSHS shared building)   2009 State Legislative Agenda
Recent Meeting:  The May Meeting cancelled to allow time for research/understanding of final bills coming out of the 2009 legislative session.
Upcoming Meeting:  June 9th,  2106 2nd Avenue (DESC/DSHS Shared Building)

Draft Agenda Items:  Review of final legislation from 2009 legislative session and next steps for shaping / implementation of funding and policy changes.

General Community Updates – Planning & Initiatives around Housing / Etc.
There are numerous collaborations underway around the county regarding ending homelessness.  If you have information to share under this heading, please contact CEHKC Program Assistant, Kristine Gullin to discuss inclusion in All Things CEH.  kristine.gullin@kingcounty.gov 

Seattle King County Coalition on Homelessness (SKCCH)
General meeting 3rd Thurs of each month, 9-11 a.m. at E Cherry YWCA, 2820 E. Cherry St. Seattle. Most attendees are providers or homeless community members and other concerned folks are welcome.  Several standing committees also meet regularly (families with children; youth & young adults, single adults; advocacy).  Learn more and sign up for meeting reminders at www.homelessinfo.org
Upcoming General Meeting:  June 18th.  East Cherry Y – contact Alison to confirm.

Agenda:  Agenda items to be determined.
Interfaith Task Force on Homelessness (ITFH)

The ITFH works among, between, and within the faith community and seeks to create the political will to end homelessness using targeted education, outreach and advocacy.  Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday of the month from 12-1:30 at St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral (1245 10th Ave E, Seattle), 2nd floor conference room.  Contact Bill Kirlin-Hackett at itfh@comcast.net or call at (425) 442-5418. 

Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, June 17th, 12-1:30pm, St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral.  ALL WELCOME
South King County Forum on Homelessness
Contact: Jason Johnson, City of Kent.   Email:  JaJohnson@ci.kent.wa.us.  The SKC Forum on Homelessness meets the 1st Wed. of every month at 9am at the Kent Senior Activity Center to 1) keep South county service providers in touch with one-another; 2) share resources with / for SKC service providers; 3) receive updates and announcements of new or future projects; 4) coordinate our efforts in ending homelessness; and 5) help build connections between homeless and service providers.  Most attendees are planners or providers, though anyone is welcome to attend.   SKC Forum on Homelessness web address: http://www.ci.kent.wa.us/humanservices/index.aspx?id=2728
Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, June 3rd,  Kent Senior Center 9 - 10:30 am
Draft Agenda Items:  Updates & Announcements.  Results of state legislative session

Eastside Homelessness Advisory Committee (EHAC)

Contact: Arthur Sullivan  ASullivan@bellevuewa.gov or Sharon Anderson sanderson@ci.kirkland.wa.us.  EHAC coordinates homeless housing & service activities in East King County.  Most attendees are planners or providers; though anyone is welcome.  Meetings typically scheduled the 2nd Thursday of the month, 3 – 4:30pm, First Presbyterian Church of Bellevue, 1717 Bellevue Way NE (just south of 520)

Upcoming Meeting:  Thursday, June 11th, 3 – 4:30 pm, First Pres. Church of Bellevue, 1717 Bellevue Way NE
Draft Agenda Topics: Community updates and strategies for implementing the Eastside Ten-Year Plan – strategies and next steps.  Planning for upcoming Coordinated NOFA in light of service needs for projects coming online in 2010 – emphasis on LIHI and SAHG projects.  Announcement that Sharon Anderson will assist with 
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