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	All Things CEH – an Update on CEH & Community Initiatives
for June 2008



Breaking News and Information
If you have an item of interest for the CEHKC community for July, please contact Laird.  laird.heia@kingcounty.gov.
Take a look at our new and improved website: www.cehkc.org
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Take a look at our new Community Calendar on the Website highlighting meetings related to homelessness that we’ve been made aware of that are open to the public.  Have something to add for next month?  Contact laird.heia@kingcounty.gov
Anytime:  Educate your community on the Ten Year Plan.  The Committee to End Homelessness has created a Speakers Bureau made up of top-notch presenters (current IAC members and consumers in our community) who are available to explain the purpose and strategies of the 10 Year Plan to potential partners, community groups and faith communities.  The speakers use a combination of presentation and CEH's video to discuss current strategies and share ways the community can get involved.  The usual presentation length is 20 minutes followed by 10 minutes of questions, but presentations can be tailored to any time constraints.  Your help in spreading our message is urgently needed.  If you know of an opportunity for a speaking engagement, please contact Laird Heia at laird.heia@kingcounty.gov. 

Deadline:  Thursday, June 12, 2008, 4pm.  King County Housing and Community Development (HCD) is seeking proposals from qualified organizations to provide graduation housing and services to formerly homeless single adults ready to live in more stable, independent housing. Through funding awarded to King County by the Homeless Grant Assistance Program (HGAP) sponsored by the Washington State Department of Community, Trade and Economic Development (CTED), approximately $720,888 is available for three years for the Graduation Housing Program through 
this competitive RFQ. Deadline for the application submittal for this RFQ is 4 p.m. on Thursday, June 12, 2008.  For details, go to:  http://www.metrokc.gov/dchs/csd/Housing/Index.htm. 
SAVE the DATE: June 20th, Noon to 3 PM, Gas Works Park: Food & Facts Fair for youth & young adults & service providers!
SAVE the DATE:  September 12, 2008 United Way’s Community Resource Exchange is coming.  More information to follow
Progress Reports – CEH / IAC Workplan Initiatives 

Prevention (increase our understanding of evidence-based prevention practices, and work to increase funding and alignment for prevention efforts)

Contact: Colleen Kelly, City of Redmond (ckelly@redmond.gov) or Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)
As was mentioned previously, a proposal was submitted to the State of Washington for $2.5 million in HGAP funding (spread over three years) for a homelessness prevention pilot intended to measurably reduce the number of people who become homeless in a specific geographic region.  The pilot is based upon New York City’s very successful HomeBase model.  We expect to hear word on whether it has been funded by the end of June.
The Prevention Task Force has recently wrapped up its discussions and the consultants have prepared a final report, with recommendations for opportunities to enhance/support stronger homelessness prevention efforts.  Recommendations are framed around a series of systems transformations:  

· availability of housing stabilization services to connect people to community-based services; 

· increased emphasis on outreach to at-risk households to prevent them from moving further downstream; 

· increased availability of financial assistance to deal with financial crises; 

· better alignment of prevention strategies and funding; 

· improve our information and referral system;  
· strengthened collaborations among prevention providers

· alignment with other CEH initiatives (eg, Landlord Liaison, discharge, etc.)

The IAC will review this report at its June 2nd meeting and offer feedback on a few key policy points for which components should be prioritized and what funding opportunities may be available (or created) to fund them.

Landlord Liaison Access to Housing (Partnering with landlords to increase access to market / affordable housing among homeless and formerly homeless people)

Contact: Gretchen Bruce to be directed to the most appropriate entity.  (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

As previously mentioned, the Landlord Liaison contract has been awarded to the YWCA of King & Snohomish Counties.  YWCA is currently in the process of staffing up for the project and initial outreach to landlords.  Several Eastside Partners (Congregations for the Homeless, EDVP, Friends of Youth, KITH, Hopelink) received a venture grant from United Way of King County to jumpstart outreach to landlords on the eastside. 
Governance Structure and Committees 

Governing Board 
Chairs: Dan Brettler and Ron Sims.  Staff: Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

Typical Meeting Schedule: 4th Wednesday of the quarter, 8:30 – 10:30 am, New Holly Neighborhood Center.  Meeting Summaries of previous Governing Board meetings are available on our website.

Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, July 23rd, 8:30 – 10:30am, New Holly Neighborhood Campus
Interagency Council (IAC)
Chairs: Stephen Norman and Sue Sherbrooke    Staff: Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov).  Typical Meeting Schedule: 1st Monday of the month, 2-4 pm, rotating locations (Seattle, East KC, South KC).  Upcoming Agendas and meeting Summaries of previous Interagency Council meetings are available on our website www.cehkc.org
Recent Meeting: Monday, May 5
Agenda Items:  Young Adult Strategic Plan (ages 18-24) and action steps for the 2008 IAC workplan.  
Upcoming Meeting:  Monday, June 2, St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral, 2-4 pm.
Draft Agenda Topics:   Prevention (see update above), Request from Youth and Young Adult Committee to prioritize a youth project aligned with the Young Adult Strategic Plan in the upcoming fall funding round; Potential legislative advocacy agenda for 2009, Announcement of the Community Resource Exchange to be held in September
Consumer Advisory Council (CAC)
Contacts:
Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov);

Typical Meeting Schedule: 3rd Wednesday of the month, 6-8 pm at Plymouth Congregational Church, 1217 6th Ave, Seattle, WA 98101.  Agendas and meeting summaries of previous Consumer Advisory Council meetings are available at www.cehkc.org 
Recent Meeting:  Wednesday, May 21
Agenda Topics:  Discussed future meeting format, results of the South King County focus group; planning for next round of CAC-led focus groups.
Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, June 18, 6 – 8pm Plymouth Congregational Church, 1217 6th Ave

Agenda Topics:  Outcomes on meeting formation/rotation,updates on CEH activities: IAC, Governing Board, and Prevention.
Single Adults Committee

Co-Chairs:  Steve Roberts (steveSroberts@comcast.net), Tina Orwall (tina.orwall@seattle.gov); South King County: Jason Johnson (jajohnson@ci.kent.wa.us) Typical Meeting Schedule: 2nd Monday of the month, 2:30 – 4:00 Opportunity Place, 2024 3rd Ave, Seattle

Recent Meeting:  May 12 
Agenda Items:  Planning session on homeless individuals with HIV/AIDS, and opportunities to connect with Ryan White programs and other programs serving people with HIV/AIDS. 
Upcoming Meeting:  June 9, 2:30 – 4:00 Opportunity Place, 2024 3rd Ave, Seattle.  

Agenda Items: System barriers for homeless individuals leaving the jail.
Families Committee
Contacts:  Co-Chairs: Doreen Cato & Dan McDougall-Treacy.   Staff: Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

Typical Meeting Schedule: 4th Monday of every other month (typically even months), 10-noon, CCS at 23rd & Yesler

Upcoming Meeting:  June 23, 10 am – Noon, CCS at 23rd & Yesler (Seattle)

Agenda Items:  Continue discussion of the family assessment tool, case management standards and the 2008 Families Committee Work plan.
Youth and Young Adult Committee



















Contacts:       Co-Chairs: Michelle Keating, Jim Theofelis          Staff:  Marci Curtin   (marci.curtin@seattle.gov)
Typical Meeting Schedule: 2nd Wed of the month, 2-4pm, usually at the 2100 Building (2100 24th Ave S) Seattle but location will rotate.
Recent Meeting: May 14th
Agenda Topics: Reviewed Countywide Homeless Young Adult Plan.  Below is a summary of the plan.  If you are interested in receiving a complete copy once it is finalized, please contact Mark Putnam Mark.Putnam@buildingchanges.org.
Countywide Homeless Young Adult Plan 
The Countywide Homeless and Young Adult Plan report deals with the age group of 18-25 though the YYA committee expects to develop a plan for youth under 18 in the coming year.  The goal is to have the plan finalized by May of 2008, and accepted by the IAC in June.  From there the strategic plan will guide our community’s efforts to help make decisions for what housing and service models are the highest priority to develop, and for funders to support.  
Points of interest from the plan:  Research from Martha Burt indicates that approximately 12% of a region’s homeless population is likely to be aged 18-25. We can estimate that our homeless population of young adults is 941 (note: this number is based on the ONC, which most consider being an underestimate of actual need).  
There are long-term implications of homelessness among youth and young adults.  A national study found that among homeless adults who are 25 or older, 35 percent became homeless for the first time when they were between 12 and 24 years of age.  Youth advocates highlight that it is expensive and shortsighted to ignore this population, especially for people who are young and not yet entrenched in the cycle of homelessness.  A study by Martha Burt found that the longer the episode of homelessness as a youth or young adult, the higher the risk that he or she will end up as a chronically homeless adult. And, in fact, many homeless street young adults would meet HUD criteria for chronic homelessness if they were participating in the system.
The strategic plan is broken out by county region, in recognition that the experience of homelessness among young adults is quite different depending on the region.  There is consensus, though, that all services for young adults need to be accessible and appropriate to youth’s development and preferred method of accessing services.  Experiences of abuse and neglect are common among young adults, and affect their ability to trust and engage in services.  Young adults typically have little experience navigating mainstream systems, and so services must be especially low barrier.  With these principles as a foundation, each region identified the following strategic priorities:
1. South King County Regional Priorities include supportive housing, Outreach, Engagement, Emergency Shelter and Independent Housing, in recognition that there is no shelter for youth and young adults in south king county, and that transportation is especially difficult in South County.
2. East/North King County Regional Priorities include Supportive Housing, Independent Housing, Outreach, Engagement, and Emergency Shelter, in recognition that there is one shelter with 12  beds, but it is only open five nights a week, and so young adults often leave the region to seek services in Seattle. 
3. Seattle Regional Priorities include Supportive Housing and Low-Barrier Short-Term Housing / Independent Housing in recognition that many youth/young adults migrate to Seattle, where the cost of housing is high and difficult to attain due to youths’ limited employment and rental history, and that the lone emergency shelter in the city has a capacity of 25 and turned away more than 1,000 young adults last year.  
4. County-wide System Enhancement Strategies include Emergency financial assistance and shelter, with assurances that access points are open to young adults, as well as access to the landlord liaison services.  Additional enhancements are needed around:
· Outreach and Engagement—improved information sharing systems and training for case managers to standardize knowledge and access to information about programs and current availability, and enhanced strategies for sharing information about existing services. 

· Comprehensive Services—developmentally appropriate services provided in communities of origin and that are ethnically-based and developed. 

· Systems Coordination —improved coordination with school districts and alternative schools serving young adults, including community colleges. 

The next step in the young adult strategic planning process will be to hold conversations with funders.

Upcoming Meeting:  June 11, 2-4pm, NOTE DIFFERENT LOCATION: Family Resource Center 16225 NE 87th St., Redmond, WA 98052 
Agenda Topics: Upcoming funding round discussion with Bill Block and Katy Miller.  Update from the IAC presentation on the Young Adult Housing and Services Plan.  Discussion on co-chair length of term.  

Communications / Public Relations                                                                            
Chair - Sherry Hamilton (sherry.hamilton@kingcounty.gov).  Typical meeting schedule:  2nd Thursday of the month, 11:30 – 1pm, Chinook County Office Building, 401 5th Avenue, Room 526 (5th Floor)

Recent Meeting:  May 22

Agenda Topics:  Web site redesign, Annual Report discussion and review, 2008 Workplan discussion.

Upcoming Meeting:  June 12, 11:30 – 1pm, 401 Fifth Ave., 5th Floor, rm. 526

Agenda Topics:  New Quarterly newsletter design, 2007 Annual Report launch discussion
Communications / Legislative Advocacy  

Chair:  To Be Nominated.   Staff:  Laird Heia (Laird.Heia@kingcounty.gov).  Meetings typically held the 4th Wednesday of the month from 12 – 1:30pm, 2106 2nd Avenue, Seattle (DESC/DSHS shared building)    CEHKC 2008 State and Federal Legislative Agenda 
Recent Meeting:  May 28, 12 – 1:30pm, 2106 Third Ave.

Agenda Items:  Continued discussion around focus and game plan to address federal and state legislative strategies for next session. 2008 Legislative Breakfast planning.
Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, July 9.  Location: 515 Third Avenue (Note different location)
Agenda Items:  Fine tune state and federal legislative strategies.  Legislative breakfast planning.
General Community Updates – Planning & Initiatives around Housing / Etc
There are numerous collaborations underway around the county regarding ending homelessness and implementation of the Ten-Year Plan.  If you have information to share under this heading, please contact Gretchen Bruce, program manager of the CEHKC to discuss inclusion in All Things CEH.  gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov 

Seattle King County Coalition on Homelessness (SKCCH)
Contact:  Alison Eisinger, Executive Director, alison@homelessinfo.org.  General meeting is 3rd Thurs of each month, 9-11 a.m. at East Cherry YWCA, 2820 E. Cherry St. Seattle. Most attendees are providers.  Homeless and formerly homeless community members and other concerned folks are welcome.  In addition to the general meeting, several standing committees meet regularly (families with children; youth & young adults, single adults; advocacy).  Learn more and sign up for meeting reminders at www.homelessinfo.org
Upcoming General Meeting: Thursday, June 19, 9 – 11am, at East Cherry YWCA, 2820 E. Cherry St
 
Recent General Meeting:  Thursday, May 15
Topic:  Continued discussion on racism and homelessness.   
 
Next SKCCH Single Adults Committee: Thursday, June 12th, 1.30-3.00 p.m. Opportunity Place, 2024 Third Ave. Seattle
Save the date: June 20th, Noon to 3 PM, Gas Works Park: Food & Facts Fair for youth & young adults & service providers!
Interfaith Task Force on Homelessness (ITFH)

The ITFH seeks to create the political will to end homelessness using targeted education, outreach and advocacy.  It works among, between, and within the faith community to encourage public and private partnerships.  Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday of the month from 12-1:30 at St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral (1245 10th Ave E, Seattle), 2nd floor conference room.  Contact Bill Kirlin-Hackett at itfh@comcast.net or call at (425) 442-5418. 

Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, June 18, 12-1:30pm, St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral.  ALL WELCOME
South King County Forum on Homelessness

Contact: Jason Johnson, City of Kent.   Email:  JaJohnson@ci.kent.wa.us.  The SKC Forum on Homelessness meets the 1st Wed. of every month at 9am at the Kent Senior Activity Center to 1) keep South county service providers in touch with one-another; 2) share resources with / for SKC service providers; 3) receive updates and announcements of new or future projects; 4) coordinate our efforts in ending homelessness; and 5) help build connections between homeless and service providers.  Most attendees are planners or providers, though anyone is welcome to attend.   

Meeting materials available at SKC Forum on Homelessness web address: http://www.ci.kent.wa.us/humanservices/index.aspx?id=2728
Recent Meeting:  May 14th

Agenda Items:  Major topic of discussion – Building the Political Will in South King County, SNAP, news, updates and announcements.

Upcoming Meeting:  June 4, 9-10:30AM Kent Senior Activity Center, 600 E Smith St., Kent.  

Agenda Items:  News, Resource Sharing, Updates, and Announcements; Valley Cities Housing; update on SKC Response to Homelessness efforts.
Eastside Homelessness Advisory Committee (EHAC)

Contact: Arthur Sullivan, ARCH   email:  ASullivan@bellevuewa.gov.  EHAC coordinates housing & service activities in East King County and the regions’ response to homelessness.  Most attendees are planners or providers, though anyone is welcome to attend.  Meetings typically scheduled the 2nd Thursday of the month, 3 – 4:30pm, First Pres. Church of Bellevue,1717 Bellevue Way NE (just south of 520)

Recent Meeting: May 15
Agenda Items:  Complete production of homeless units, linkages to countywide CEH and education/advocacy for Eastside homelessness issues.
Upcoming Meeting:  June 12, 3:00 – 4:30 pm, First Presbyterian Church of Bellevue, 1717 Bellevue Way NE
Agenda Items:  Continued work on 2008 workplan.
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