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	All Things CEH – an Update on CEH & Community Initiatives
for JULY 2007



Breaking News 

If you have an item of interest for the CEHKC community for August, please contact Laird.  laird.heia@kingcounty.gov.

The Committee to End Homelessness’ contact information is changing.  Email changes are effective immediately.  Phone number changes will be communicated in August.  To reach Bill Block:  Bill.Block@kingcounty.gov; Gretchen Bruce:  Gretchen.Bruce@kingcounty.gov;  Laird Heia:  Laird.Heia@kingcounty.gov. 

ROOTS, a Young Adult shelter providing emergency services to homeless young people between the ages of 18 and 25, is seeking one-time (or repeat) volunteers to help keep their shelter open through the summer.    Several people stepped up and took volunteer shifts last summer when they faced a similar staffing shortfall and reported that it was a very rewarding experience.  Contact volunteer@rootsinfo.org or go to their website: www.rootsinfo.org to volunteer.
 

SAVE THE DATE:  September 18, 2007, The Interfaith Task Force on Homelessness (ITFH) is hosting their seventh annual conference to build the political will to end homelessness.   The 10 Year Plan’s Regional Reality:  Creating the Political Will to End Homelessness event will be held at Grace Lutheran Church, 9:30 – 3:30 pm, 22975 24th Ave. S., Des Moines, WA.  For information or registration:  Bill Kirlin-Hackett (425) 442-5418 itfh@comcast.net; Michael Ramos (206) 525-1213 X3950, mramos@thechurchcouncil.org.
Seattle Rotarians complete fund raising campaign to open a Support Center for Homeless Families

The Rotary has raised $4,160,000 to build the Rotary Support Center for Families, an innovative “one-stop” center where families who are homeless or at-risk of being homeless can find services to maintain permanent housing and emotionally healthy lives. The Center, to be located on Rainier Ave South near Holgate, will include therapeutic programs for families such as child-care, parenting classes, eviction prevention, counseling, domestic violence intervention, housing support services and case management.  Construction will begin in 2008 with a move in date of June, 2009.
Painting a Better Tomorrow.  Master Builders Association volunteers paint and make minor repairs within facilities owned by nonprofits serving the homeless in King and Snohomish Counties.  For more information email mbcare@mbaks.com or call (425) 451-7920.  Applications due by July 15, 2007.

Progress Reports – CEH / IAC Workplan Initiatives 

Landlord Liaison Access to Housing / Success in Housing Project (Partnering with landlords to increase access to market / affordable housing among homeless and formerly homeless people)
Contact: Gretchen Bruce to be directed to the most appropriate entity.  (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

IAC members endorsed a best-practice model for partnering with landlords and property managers to increase access to private- and market-rate housing.  The model was forwarded to funders, who are in the process of identifying what resources are available and appropriate to support implementation.  An RFP for the project will be released late summer.  
Coordinated Entry (Create streamlined ports of entry by which individuals who are homeless or at risk of being homeless can access available services and housing for which they are eligible.)
Contact: Gretchen Bruce to be directed to the most appropriate entity.  (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

There are a number of efforts underway in the community around coordinated entry.  At the May IAC meeting, members discussed it will be prudent to align CEH efforts with other efforts, and so the proposal to develop a common assessment tool will be scheduled to align with other, similar efforts.  It will be useful; however, to develop a common application for permanent housing projects as this tool would be immediately usable and not duplicate efforts among the other projects.  CEH staff is in the process of convening a workgroup to develop this common application for permanent housing.

Reduce Barriers to Housing Production (Identify and reduce barriers to housing construction to increase our ability to bring housing units online faster)
Contact: Gretchen Bruce to be directed to the most appropriate entity.  (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

The IAC leadership team for this initiative met and identified some basic barriers to housing production (see June All Things CEH.)  Many of the ideas discussed are aligned with the Capacity Building workplan, and so similar activities will be combined to better coordinate efforts (see Capacity, below).
Discharge Planning (Partner with local institutions to ensure that people are not discharged into homelessness)
Contact: Gretchen Bruce to be directed to the most appropriate entity.  (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

The SHIFTS project is getting underway.  It will target individuals being discharged from jails and hospitals and enroll them in supportive services and connect them to housing.  An RFP for agencies to deliver these services and housing will be released as part of the fall NOFA process.    

Ideas for additional discharge projects have been proposed -- a respite project for people being released from local hospitals and a family reunification project.  CEH asks that partners notify CEH of emerging funding opportunities as the task force recognizes that the success of future projects is reliant on funding opportunities that may come available.  Next year’s legislative agenda will also include additional advocacy efforts on discharging youth from foster care.  

Employment (Partner with community leaders in the employment, housing and services fields to encourage collaboration and inclusion of employment services within homeless programs in order to help individuals attain greater self sufficiency.)
Contact: Mark Putnam (mark@aidshousing.org)

In keeping with the employment plan, CEH is sponsoring a cross-systems conference in early  fall to gather leaders in employment services, business, and homeless housing and services to discuss and strategize cross-systems solutions for improving employment outcomes for homeless job seekers. The objectives of the half-day forum will include:
· Build consensus that: (1) people who are homeless can and want to work; (2) existing collaboration between housing, services, and employment providers could be improved to more successfully develop employment pathways for homeless people; and (3) collaborative advocacy to state and federal decision-makers is required in order to effect change and make an impact 

· Educate cross-systems partners about existing employment services and funding (highlight the successes of these programs, lack of coordination among federal funders and the resulting fragmented system) 
· Provide examples of opportunities to collaborate and improve existing service delivery, including best practices from other communities in WA and nationally 
· Build consensus for models for cross-systems connections that can be implemented in King County, and develop next steps for implementing these models
Secure New Resources (Identify opportunities and strategies to secure new fund sources / use existing funds more efficiently in order to fund the development and acquisition of new units of housing.)
Contact: Gretchen Bruce to be directed to the most appropriate entity.  (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

The need to secure new resources in addition to the resources currently available to us in order to fund the development and acquisition of new units of housing is an item on the 2007 IAC workplan.  This item was a main agenda item at the June IAC meeting with several opportunities identified at every level: city, state and federal.  The task force and IAC are in the process of identifying individuals to take leadership on each of these opportunities and move them forward.  CEH is also working closely with Prosperity Partnership to increase the amount of low income and workforce housing in the area.

Capacity (increase the technical knowledge and capacity to produce the amount of housing and services required by the Ten-Year Plan on a community-wide basis)
Contact: Gretchen Bruce to be directed to the most appropriate entity.  (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)
At the April IAC meeting, IAC members agreed to add Capacity as another item on their 2007 workplan.  The focus of the Capacity effort will be to identify whether existing providers have adequate capacity to produce the amount of housing and services required by the Ten-Year Plan, whether there are types of providers (e.g., those that are culturally focused) that are being left out of the mix because of lack of capacity, and if there is not sufficient capacity, what steps should be taken to remedy that fact.  The definition of capacity includes the ability to acquire, develop, own and operate housing as well as the capacity to provide services.   A series of facilitated discussions will take place in the late summer and fall to address these issues.
Prevention (increase our understanding of evidence-based prevention practices, and work to increase funding and alignment for prevention efforts)
Contact: Colleen Kelly, City of Redmond (ckelly@redmond.gov)

The Prevention task force met and agreed that a working definition for their effort will be to “close the front door”.  Members noted that other strategies that are sometimes termed prevention (such as discharge planning or reducing homeless recidivism) are being taken up by other initiatives, and so it makes sense for this task force to focus on preventing the loss of housing in the first place.   Planners from the City of Seattle shared findings from research and focus groups they have conducted over the last six months on promising evidence-based practices and the need to better identify trigger situations that cause people to become homeless so we can target outreach to them and intervene before they lose their housing.  Workgroup members are also researching what our local system currently looks and how individuals access existing prevention services.  They will use this information to develop a vision for what it should look like, with an emphasis on ensuring that a range of supports is available to help people prevent the loss of housing, such as flexible types of monetary assistance, case management, financial literacy, mediation and legal representation, etc. 

Governance Structure and Committees 

Governing Board 
Chairs: Dan Brettler and Ron Sims   

Staff: Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

Typical Meeting Schedule: 4th Wednesday of the quarter, 8:30 – 10:30 am, New Holly Neighborhood Center
Recent Meeting:  Wednesday, April 25
Discussion of the impact of homelessness on the criminal justice and healthcare systems, lead by Sheriff Rahr and Dr. Scott Barnhart.  Reviewed and suggested modifications to the Business Plan and Dashboard Report.  Reviewed and approved 2163 Policies and Priorities (which also now incorporate new funding from the $8 document recording fee as passed in HB 1359). Report on the 2007 Legislative Advocacy efforts (see update under Legislative Advocacy Committee below.).  Approval of the 2007 CEH Workplan.  Approval of the recommendation for a Consumer Advisory Council representative to sit on the Governing Board to represent the CAC.
Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, July 25, 8:30-10:30 am, New Holly Neighborhood Campus 
Draft Agenda Topics: 2008 Legislative Agenda; Nomination of a CAC member to serve on the Governing Board; Updates to the Business Plan (as needed); One Night Count Report, other items to be determined as necessary.
Interagency Council (IAC)
Chairs: Patricia McInturff and Stephen Norman   

Staff: Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov) 
Typical Meeting Schedule: 1st Monday of the month, 2-4 pm, rotating locations (Seattle, East KC, South KC)
Recent meetings:  Monday, June 4, 2007

Discussed:   Next steps & timing for each of the 2007 initiatives, and coordination among the various task forces, population committees, regional workgroups, etc.  Securing New Resources - Brainstorm opportunities for new funding, next steps and ownership to move these ideas forward.

Upcoming meetings:  Monday, July 2nd, 2 – 4 pm, Bellevue City Hall
Draft Agenda Topics:  Updates on the 1/10 of one percent sales tax for mental health and chemical dependency services; update on the Landlord Liaison project implementation (SHIP); Briefing on housing and supportive services needs among youth and young adults; discussion of items for the 2007 state legislative; briefing on the results of the January, 2007 One Night Count
Consumer Advisory Council (CAC)
Contacts:
Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov);

Typical Meeting Schedule: 3rd Wednesday of the month, 6-8 pm at downtown YWCA, 5th & Seneca

Recent Meeting:  Wednesday, June 13th and 20th 
Discussed  overall role and structure of the Consumer Advisory Council, including selection of a slate of nominees to serve as the Consumer Advisory Council representative to the Governing Board.  Restructuring of the CAC in support of members’ leadership development.  The need to conduct outreach and focus groups to other constituency groups who are homeless to let them know about resources that are available and to solicit their views of what types of housing and services are needed among people in their constituency group.
Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, July 18th, 6pm – 8pm.  Downtown YWCA, 5th & Seneca

Draft Agenda Topics:  Continued discussion of outreach and focus groups among other homeless populations.  Training on board development and meeting facilitation skills to support CAC members in their leadership development.
Single Adults Committee
Co-Chairs:  Mark Dalton (daltocm@dshs.wa.gov), Tina Shamseldin (tina.shamsheldin@seattle.gov); South King County: Jason Johnson (jajohnson@ci.kent.wa.us) Typical Meeting Schedule: 3rd Monday of the month, 2:30 – 4:00 Opportunity Place, 2024 3rd Ave, Seattle
Recent Meetings:  June 18th 
Discussion:  Presentation by AHA on their new project, Partnership in Hope, which is in early development phase, followed by a lively discussion on the use of the "cubicle formation" and the role of interim housing in our system.  Update on latest activities and initiatives within the Committee to End Homelessness.
Upcoming Meeting:  July 16, 2:30 – 4:00pm, Opportunity Place, 2024 3rd Ave, Seattle
Draft Agenda Topics:  Effective approaches/strategies for working with private landlords
Families Committee

Contacts:  Co-Chairs: Doreen Cato & Dan McDougall-Treacy.   Staff: Maureen Kostyack (maureen.kostyack@seattle.gov)

Typical Meeting Schedule: 4th Monday of the month / every other month, 10-noon, CCS at 23rd & Yesler

Recent Meetings:  June 25, 10am-Noon (meetings held every other month) CCS at 23rd & Yesler
Discussion: The IAC has endorsed the Families committee proposal to research the case manager certification project.   Committee members identified representative participants for two new IAC task forces addressing homeless prevention and employment, and Tina Shamseldin attended the meeting to solicit input into the Employment task force's upcoming Employment Pathways Forum and other planned trainings.  Members reviewed a platform for the Families Committee intended to articulate core values and guiding principles for projects and policies that affect homeless families and children.  Attendees of the June meeting provided feedback to the draft platform, which will be revised and brought back to the committee for review at their next meeting.  When complete, the platform will be provided to CEH initiatives to help inform their discussions and recommendations where their work may intersect homeless families.  
Upcoming Meeting:  September 24th, 10-Noon (meetings held every other month)  CCS at 23rd & Yesler

Draft Agenda Items:  Updates on case manager certification work group and IAC Prevention task force.  Continued discussion of disproportionality and the Families platform.

Youth and Young Adult Committee

Contacts:       Co-Chairs: Marci Curtin, Jim Theofelis          Staff:  Darryl Cook   darryl.cook@seattle.gov 

Typical Meeting Schedule: 3rd Thursday of the month, 2100 Building (2100 24th Ave S) Seattle 

Recent meeting:  Thursday, June 11th 
Discussion: reviewed current draft of the State strategic draft for ending homelessness among youth and young adult, and began preparations for the YYA presentation to the Interagency Council on issues and barriers facing youth and young adult in housing and services.  
Upcoming meeting:  July 9, 1-3pm,   2100 Building, (2100 24th Ave S., Seattle)
Draft Agenda Items:  Review final draft of the strategic report submitted to CTED and next steps for developing a Youth and Young adult strategic plan at a local level.
Communications / Public Relations
Chair - Sherry Hamilton (sherry.hamilton@kingcounty.gov) 
Typical meeting schedule:  2nd Thursday of the month, 11:30 – 1pm, 821 2nd Ave., Conf. Room 6A 
Recent Meeting:  June 14

Discussion:  Discussed Speakers Bureau and ongoing role of PR committee within the Speaker’s Bureau; Fannie Mae / United Way  Unite to End Homelessness Grant proposal and the potential link with Hunger/Homeless Awareness Week; distribution plan for Annual Report.

Upcoming meeting:  July 12, 11:30 – 1pm, Exchange Building, 821 2nd Avenue, 6th Floor, Conference Room 6A

Draft Agenda Topics:  Update on Speaker’s Bureau transition plan, discussion on upcoming public relations project
Communications / Legislative Advocacy  

Chair – Sandy Brown. Staff:  Al D’Alessandro (al.dalessandro@kingcounty.gov) 
Meetings typically held the 4th Wednesday of the month from 12 – 1:30pm,  2106 2nd Avenue, Seattle  (DESC/DSHS shared building)    
Recent  meeting:  Wednesday, June 27 

Discussion:  Receive progress report from guest presenters on Youth and Young Adult Homelessness to prepare for July Legislative Advocacy meeting with Rep. McDermott’s staff.  Finalize local and national priorities and strategies for 2008 session.  Determine plan for 2nd Annual Legislative Breakfast.

Upcoming Meeting:   To Be Determined, 12 – 1:30 pm, 2106 2nd Avenue, Seattle, DESC/DSHS shared building 
Draft Agenda Topics:  Discuss Federal Advocacy priorities with US Rep. McDermott's staff.

General Community Updates – Planning & Initiatives around Housing / Etc
There are numerous collaborations underway around the county regarding ending homelessness and implementation of the Ten-Year Plan.  If you have information to share under this heading, please contact Gretchen Bruce, program manager of the CEHKC to discuss inclusion in All Things CEH.  gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov 
Seattle King County Coalition on Homelessness (SKCCH)
Contact:  Alison Eisinger, Executive Director, alison@homelessinfo.org.  General meeting is 3rd Thurs of the month, 9-11 a.m. at East Cherry YWCA, 2820 E. Cherry St.  Most attendees are providers.  Homeless and formerly homeless community members, and other concerned citizens are welcome.  In addition to the general meeting, several standing committees meet regularly (families with children; youth & young adults, single adults; advocacy). Information on these meetings and other activities of SKCCH, including results from the 2007 One Night Count, can be found on SKCCH’s website: www.homelessinfo.org
Recent Meeting:  Thursday, June 21
Agenda Topics included presentation of certificates of appreciation to state Representatives Larry Springer and Jamie Pedersen and a debrief and next steps from SKCCH’s March Forum “Homelessness: What’s race got to do with it?”  

Upcoming Meetings:  Thursday, July 19th, 9 – 11am, East Cherry YWCA.

Agenda topics will include a discussion of how communities address homeless encampments.

South King County Forum on Homelessness

Contact: Jason Johnson, City of Kent.   Email:  JaJohnson@ci.kent.wa.us.  

The SKC Forum on Homelessness meets the 1st Wed. of every month at 9am at the Kent Senior Activity Center to 1) keep South county service providers in touch with one-another; 2) share resources with / for SKC service providers; 3) receive updates and announcements of new or future projects; 4) coordinate our efforts in ending homelessness; and 5) help bridge the disconnect between the homeless and the service providers.  Most attendees are planners or providers, though anyone is welcome to attend.   

Recent Meeting:  Wed, June 6th, 9am-10:30 am. Kent Senior Activity Center, 600 E Smith Street: 

Discussion:  Legal Services for Homeless in SKC; News, Resource Sharing, Updates, and Announcements.

Upcoming Meetings:  NO JULY MEETING!  Next Meeting is Wednesday August 1st, 9AM-10:30AM, Kent Senior Activity Center, 600 E Smith St., Kent

Eastside Homelessness Advisory Committee (EHAC)
Contact: Arthur Sullivan, ARCH   email:  ASullivan@bellevuewa.gov.  EHAC coordinates housing & service activities in East King County and the regions’ response to homelessness.  Most attendees are planners or providers, though anyone is welcome to attend.  Meetings typically scheduled the 2nd Thursday of the month, 1:30 – 3pm, St. Luke’s Church.  3030 Bellevue Way NE (just south of 520)
Recent Meeting:  Thursday, June 14

Discussion:  Final review of Eastside Homeless Priority plan before the Eastside Human Services Forum on June 28th. 
Upcoming Meetings: Thursday, July 12, 1:30 – 3pm, St. Luke’s Church.  3030 Bellevue Way NE (just south of 520)

Draft Agenda Topics:  Debrief Eastside Human Services Forum, determine next steps.
Interfaith Task Force on Homelessness (ITFH)

The ITFH seeks to create the political will to end homelessness using targeted education, outreach and advocacy.  It works among, between, and within the faith community to encourage public and private partnerships.  Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday of the month from 12-1:30 at St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral (1245 10th Ave E, Seattle), 2nd floor conference room.  Contact Bill Kirlin-Hackett at itfh@comcast.net or call at (425) 442-5418. 
Upcoming Meeting:  ITFH monthly meeting:  July 18, noon-1:30 at St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral.  ALL WELCOME.  Discussion: Planning for September Building the Political Will conference, to be held September 18th in Des Moines.
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