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Upcoming Events
If you have an item of interest for the CEHKC community for March, please contact Laird.  laird.heia@kingcounty.gov.

SAVE THE DATE:  
· February 14, 2008 - “Home is the Heart of It All.”  Join us for Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day – an opportunity to meet with key legislators and discuss how the state and local communities can work together to end homelessness.  It’s your chance to join with hundreds of other advocates and providers from around the state.  Registration information is available at www.cehkc.org.
Progress Reports – CEH / IAC Workplan Initiatives 

Landlord Liaison Access to Housing (Partnering with landlords to increase access to market / affordable housing among homeless and formerly homeless people)

Contact: Gretchen Bruce to be directed to the most appropriate entity.  (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

IAC members endorsed a best-practice model for partnering with landlords and property managers to increase access to private- and market-rate housing.  King County DCHS took the lead for convening local funders to coordinate fund sources in support of the project, and an RFP for $2.25 million to select a lead agency to implement the project is under review, with selection and announcement anticipated to occur in early February.
Secure New Resources (Identify opportunities and strategies to secure new fund sources / use existing funds more efficiently in order to fund the development and acquisition of new units of housing.)

Contact: Gretchen Bruce to be directed to the most appropriate entity.  (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

Effort is focused on the state legislative session, which is already showing promising results.  Even before the legislature was convened for the 2008 session, Governor Gregoire, along with Senate Majority Leader (Lisa Brown) and Speaker of the House (Frank Chopp) announced a Home Security Package that included $50 million for the Housing Trust Fund, $6 million for the Washington Families Fund and $1.5 million for education and counseling around the mortgage crisis, as well as increasing the debt limit for the Washington State Housing Finance Commission.  CEH will continue to advocate for an expansion of THOR, waiver of sales tax for affordable housing construction, use of existing state infrastructure funding in support of affordable housing development, and criminal justice and foster care discharge planning.  
Capacity (increase capacity to produce the amount of housing and services required by the Ten-Year Plan on a community-wide basis)

Contact: Gretchen Bruce to be directed to the most appropriate entity.  (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

Workgroup has identified an initial slate of initiatives to increase funding for homeless and affordable housing, or otherwise streamline the development process:

· Federal Initiatives

· Increase 9% tax credit allocation and Section 8 Funding.

· State Initiatives

· Increase the State Housing Trust Fund by a minimum of $50 million (in Governor’s budget) and preferably more to address existing backlog.

· Waive sales tax on construction of affordable housing

· Focus state infrastructure money on affordable housing

· Support additional CEH advocacy on Washington Families Fund and THOR

· Local Initiatives

· Work to induce local governments to package surplus or acquired land with incentives to the private and non-profit sectors to create housing that would combine workforce housing with housing for people leaving homelessness.  Incentives could include incentive zoning bonuses, waiver of parking requirements, waiver of impact fees or expedited permitting

Prevention (increase our understanding of evidence-based prevention practices, and work to increase funding and alignment for prevention efforts)

Contact: Colleen Kelly, City of Redmond (ckelly@redmond.gov)

Prevention Task Force selected a consultant (Building Changes / Lisa Gustaveson) to:

· Assist with research of national best practices around homelessness prevention;

· Facilitate agreement on what a systems-response would look like for homelessness prevention within King County and which elements should be prioritized for local implementation;

· Prepare a report to the Interagency Council on these items; and 
· Prepare a funding application for a prevention project under the upcoming round of Washington State Housing Grant Assistance Program (HGAP) funds.

(See January All Things CEH for current list of services under a prevention response continuum.)
Case Management Standards (increase the capacity of agencies to provide supportive services, including the use and understanding of core competencies in case management and the availability of training in these areas.)

This workgroup has recently developed a history and outcomes document.  In the near future, documents like this will be posted on our website but until then, to receive a copy of this document please email gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov. 
Doreen Cato presented current work on the Case Management Standards project to the IAC at their January meeting.  There was general agreement that it is important to expand affordable, accessible training opportunities in the essential skills/knowledge identified by the workgroup*.  It was also agreed that while it may be valuable to articulate baseline standards / core competencies for each of the essential skills and knowledge needed among case managers, it would be hard to influence, much less enforce, an actual certification process and so this element is best left off the group’s workplan.  One proposal was to explore how we could share training opportunities, much like what used to exist with the brownbag training series from about ten years ago.  

[*essential elements:  Case note documentation; Self care/stress management; Cultural competency / understanding poverty; Crisis intervention/de-escalation; Boundaries/ethics; Knowing/accessing community resources (especially housing resources); Motivational interviewing; Time management/organizational skills; Assessment (initial and in-depth); Goal setting/treatment planning; and Level 1 knowledge of various specialties (starting with homelessness, but also including mental health, chemical dependency, domestic violence, child and youth development, etc.)]

Governance Structure and Committees 

Governing Board 
Chairs: Dan Brettler and Ron Sims.  Staff: Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

Typical Meeting Schedule: 4th Wednesday of the quarter, 8:30 – 10:30 am, New Holly Neighborhood Center).  Meeting Summaries of previous Governing Board meetings are available on our website.

Recent Meeting:  Wednesday, January 23 

Agenda Items:  Discussion with Carla Javits on national best practices for providing employment supports to people who are homeless and opportunities to replicate these strategies at a local level.  Discussed strategies for increasing housing production and securing federal, state and local funding and other necessary supports.  Welcome to David Bley, recently named Director of Northwest Initiatives of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, to the Governing Board.
Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, April 23, 8:30-10:30 am, New Holly Neighborhood Campus
Interagency Council (IAC)
Chairs: Patricia McInturff and Stephen Norman    Staff: Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov).  Typical Meeting Schedule: 1st Monday of the month, 2-4 pm, rotating locations (Seattle, East KC, South KC).  Upcoming Agendas and meeting Summaries of previous Interagency Council meetings are available on our website www.cehkc.org
Recent Meeting: Monday, January 7th
Agenda Topics:  Update on status of the Prevention Task Force and Case Management Standards workgroup efforts (see updates under current initiatives above),  Advocacy Update.
Upcoming Meeting:  Monday, February 4, 2-4pm, St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral

Agenda Topics:  Recap of recent discussions at the CAC and Governing Board, discussion of the One Night Count and results of the Jan 25th Street Count,  discussion and planning for the March 3rd IAC Retreat, Housing and Homelessness Day - Feb 14th.
Consumer Advisory Council (CAC)
Contacts:
Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov);

Typical Meeting Schedule: 3rd Wednesday of the month, 6-8 pm at Plymouth Congregational Church, 1217 6th Ave, Seattle, WA 98101.  Agendas and meeting summaries of previous Consumer Advisory Council meetings are available on our website www.cehkc.org 
Recent Meeting:  Wednesday, January 16

Discussed:  Discussion of draft materials under the prevention project
Upcoming Meeting:  TUESDAY, February 19, 6-8 pm at Plymouth Congregational Church – NOTE DATE AND LOCATION CHANGE! MEETING IS ON TUESDAY THIS MONTH ONLY. 
Discussed:  Planning for next round of CAC-led focus groups, updates on CEH activities (IAC, Governing Board, Case Management Standards).
Single Adults Committee
Co-Chairs:  Steve Roberts (steveSroberts@comcast.net), Tina Orwall (tina.orwall@seattle.gov); South King County: Jason Johnson (jajohnson@ci.kent.wa.us) Typical Meeting Schedule: 3rd Monday of the month, 2:30 – 4:00 Opportunity Place, 2024 3rd Ave, Seattle

Recent  Meeting:  January 14

Discussed:  DESC presented the findings of the 1811 project and we had a discussion on employment barriers for people living in PSH.
Upcoming Meeting: Monday, February 18, 2:30 – 4:00 Opportunity Place, 2024 3rd Ave, Seattle

Families Committee
Contacts:  Co-Chairs: Doreen Cato & Dan McDougall-Treacy.   Staff: Maureen Kostyack (maureen.kostyack@seattle.gov)

Typical Meeting Schedule: 4th Monday of the month / every other month, 10-noon, CCS at 23rd & Yesler

No Meeting in January

Upcoming Meetings:  February 25, CCS at 23rd & Yesler (Seattle) 10 am – Noon 

Agenda Topics:  Development of a 2008 Families Committee Workplan; updates on existing projects – Case Management Standards, Prevention, other CEH Initiatives

Youth and Young Adult Committee



















Contacts:       Co-Chairs: Michelle Keating, Jim Theofelis          Staff:  Darryl Cook   darryl.cook@seattle.gov 

Typical Meeting Schedule: 2nd Wed of the month, 2-4pm, usually at the 2100 Building (2100 24th Ave S) Seattle but location can change.

Recent Meeting:  Jan 9
Discussed: Youth & Young Adult Platform – had a discussion around the Families platform to determine the need to formulate a YYA  Platform;  Homelessness prevention as it relates to Youth and Young Adults.  Consultant Report and Next Steps.
Upcoming Meeting:  February 13, 2-4pm, 2100 24th Ave. S.
Agenda Topics:  Update from the CEH Y&YA strategic plan consultant/committee, discussion on CEH Y&YA platform paper.  Advocacy Update.
Communications / Public Relations

Chair - Sherry Hamilton (sherry.hamilton@kingcounty.gov).  Typical meeting schedule:  2nd Thursday of the month, 11:30 – 1pm, Chinook County Office Building, 401 5th Avenue, Room 526 (5th Floor)
Recent Meeting:  January 10

Agenda Topics:  Received input from Communications Consultant, discussed PR Work Group 2008 Work Plan and key audiences/key messages for 2008.

Upcoming Meeting:  TBD.  Meeting will NOT be Feb. 14 as it conflicts with Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day.
Agenda Topics:  Prioritize PR Work Group 2008 Work Plan and key audiences/key messages for 2008.  Website update.
Communications / Legislative Advocacy  

Chair – Sandy Brown. Staff:  Laird Heia (Laird.Heia@kingcounty.gov) .  Meetings typically held the 4th Wednesday of the month from 12 – 1:30pm, 2106 2nd Avenue, Seattle  (DESC/DSHS shared building)    CEHKC 2008 State and Federal Legislative Agenda 
Recent Meeting:  January 23
Agenda Items:  Updated and discussed action plan to accomplish legislative priorities.

State and Federal Note:  Governor Gregoire, along with Senate Majority Leader (Lisa Brown) and Speaker of the House (Frank Chopp) announced a Home Security Package that included $50 million for the Housing Trust Fund, $6 million for the Washington Families Fund and $1.5 million for education and counseling around the mortgage crisis, as well as increasing the debt limit for the Washington State Housing Finance Commission.  We’ll continue to advocate for an expansion of THOR, waiver of sales tax for affordable housing construction, use of existing state infrastructure funding in support of affordable housing development, and criminal justice and foster care discharge planning.  We will also advocate for an increase in the Trust Fund by $100 million, and for flexibility in the .1% sales tax for mental health and chemical dependency that will allow monies to be used for service-related housing.

At the federal level, there were proposed increases in Section 8 housing vouchers and McKinney funding, but reductions in CDBG.  We are waiting to see how those changes will impact local funding levels.

Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day is February 14th, which is later in the session than usual, though it will be timely in terms of budget discussions.   

Upcoming meeting:  Wednesday, February 27, 12 – 1:30pm; 2106 2nd Ave.

Agenda Items:  Debrief on HHAD, continue with action plan to educate state legislators on the CEH Legislative Agenda.
General Community Updates – Planning & Initiatives around Housing / Etc
There are numerous collaborations underway around the county regarding ending homelessness and implementation of the Ten-Year Plan.  If you have information to share under this heading, please contact Gretchen Bruce, program manager of the CEHKC to discuss inclusion in All Things CEH.  gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov 

Seattle King County Coalition on Homelessness (SKCCH)
Contact:  Alison Eisinger, Executive Director, alison@homelessinfo.org.  General meeting is 3rd Thurs of the month, 9-11 a.m. at East Cherry YWCA, 2820 E. Cherry St.  Most attendees are providers.  Homeless and formerly homeless community members and other concerned citizens are welcome.  In addition to the general meeting, several standing committees meet regularly (families with children; youth & young adults, single adults; advocacy). Information on these meetings and other activities of SKCCH, including results from the 2007 One Night Count, can be found on SKCCH’s website: www.homelessinfo.org
Recent Meeting:  Thursday, January 17
Agenda Topic:   SKCCH continued the discussion on the initiative to understand and eliminate racist practices within homeless services with guest speaker Evelyn Allen.  She spoke to us about the concept of the CCS’s Village Spirit Center.  Heather Barr led us in discussion on the importance of carrying on the work, and continuing the conversations with others, long after the meeting ends.

Next General Meeting:  Thursday, February 21, 9 – 11am, at East Cherry YWCA, 2820 E. Cherry St

Agenda Topics:  TBD
Sign up for meeting reminders at www.homelessinfo.org
South King County Forum on Homelessness

Contact: Jason Johnson, City of Kent.   Email:  JaJohnson@ci.kent.wa.us.  

The SKC Forum on Homelessness meets the 1st Wed. of every month at 9am at the Kent Senior Activity Center to 1) keep South county service providers in touch with one-another; 2) share resources with / for SKC service providers; 3) receive updates and announcements of new or future projects; 4) coordinate our efforts in ending homelessness; and 5) help bridge the disconnect between the homeless and the service providers.  Most attendees are planners or providers, though anyone is welcome to attend.   

Recent Meeting:  Wednesday, January 9th 

Discussion: HOME/ARISE Men’s Shelter; Veterans Affairs; One Night Count; CEH Committee Updates
Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, February 6, 9-10:30AM Kent Senior Activity Center, 600 E Smith St., Kent

Draft Agenda Items: Homeless Prevention Funding Policies; SKC Plan to End Homelessness; Housing/Homelessness Advocacy Day
Eastside Homelessness Advisory Committee (EHAC)

Contact: Arthur Sullivan, ARCH   email:  ASullivan@bellevuewa.gov.  EHAC coordinates housing & service activities in East King County and the regions’ response to homelessness.  Most attendees are planners or providers, though anyone is welcome to attend.  Meetings typically scheduled the 2nd Thursday of the month, 3 – 4:30pm, St. Luke’s Church.  3030 Bellevue Way NE (just south of 520)

Recent Meeting:  Thursday, January 10, 2-4:30 (note extended time)
Discussion:  Received updates from IAC committees/Special Projects, reviewed and discussed more specific work program items/goals for the upcoming year
Upcoming Meeting:  Thursday, February 14, 3:00 – 4:30 pm, St. Luke’s Church.  3030 Bellevue Way NE 
Draft Agenda Items:  Develop action plans for determined program items/goals for 2008.
Interfaith Task Force on Homelessness (ITFH)

The ITFH seeks to create the political will to end homelessness using targeted education, outreach and advocacy.  It works among, between, and within the faith community to encourage public and private partnerships.  Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday of the month from 12-1:30 at St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral (1245 10th Ave E, Seattle), 2nd floor conference room.  Contact Bill Kirlin-Hackett at itfh@comcast.net or call at (425) 442-5418. 

Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, February 20, 12-1:30pm, St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral.  ALL WELCOME
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