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Upcoming Events
If you have an item of interest for the CEHKC community for January, please contact Laird.  laird.heia@kingcounty.gov.

December 5, 7:30 – 9:30 am Bellevue Hilton.  Join the Housing Development Consortium for a full breakfast as they explore the link between affordable housing, economic stability, transportation and education.  To register for this free event visit www.housingconsortium.org. 
SAVE THE DATE:  February 14, 2008 - “Home is the Heart of It All.”  Join us for Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day – an opportunity to meet with key legislators and discuss how the state and local communities can work together to end homelessness.  It’s your chance to join with hundreds of other advocates and providers from around the state as we meet with legislators in Olympia.  Registration information coming soon.

Progress Reports – CEH / IAC Workplan Initiatives 

Landlord Liaison Access to Housing (Partnering with landlords to increase access to market / affordable housing among homeless and formerly homeless people)

Contact: Gretchen Bruce to be directed to the most appropriate entity.  (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

IAC members endorsed a best-practice model for partnering with landlords and property managers to increase access to private- and market-rate housing.  King County DCHS took the lead for convening local funders to coordinate fund sources in support of the project, and an RFP for the project was released with responses due November 21st.  For detailed information go to the King County Housing and Community Development webpage:  http://www.metrokc.gov/dchs/csd/Housing/Index.htm.

Secure New Resources (Identify opportunities and strategies to secure new fund sources / use existing funds more efficiently in order to fund the development and acquisition of new units of housing.)

Contact: Gretchen Bruce to be directed to the most appropriate entity.  (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

CEH Legislative Agenda’s focus on New Resources:  This year’s state legislative agenda focuses on efforts to increase the Housing Trust Fund, secure additional funding for THOR, and continue funding for the Washington Families Fund.  We are also working with the Prosperity Partnership Housing Workgroup to create strategies to address the affordable housing crisis in our area.  At the federal level, we are working with elected officials who now hold key positions on committees addressing housing and services.  The federal agenda includes working with other national partners to increase funding for public housing, creation of a National Housing Trust Fund, and increases to other national funding sources for human services such as CDBG.  More details on the CEH State and Federal Legislative Priorities can be found on our website:  www.cehkc.org.
Resolution supporting the one-tenth of one percent sales tax for mental health and chemical dependency treatment:   At their July 25th meeting, the CEH Governing Board endorsed a resolution supporting the one-tenth of one percent sales tax for mental health and chemical dependency treatment.  This endorsement, along with testimony from hundreds of speakers over the past year who shared their expertise on how individuals suffering from mental illnesses or drug and alcohol dependencies now fill our shelters, jails, courts and hospitals, gave support to the King County Council’s vote on Nov. 13 to enact the one-tenth of one cent sales tax to fund the strategies and programs outlined in King County’s Mental Illness and Drug Dependency Action Plan. The programs and strategies funded by the Action Plan will create a full continuum of treatment, housing and case management services to promote recovery for persons with disabling mental illness or chemical dependency, diverting them from homelessness, jails and emergency rooms by getting them proper treatment. For more details on the specifics of the plan visit the King County Website.   

The sales tax could start locally as early as April 1, 2008, and would expire in just under nine years, on January 1, 2017. The measure will add one penny to a $10.00 purchase, and will generate approximately $54 million per year.

Capacity (increase the technical knowledge and capacity to produce the amount of housing and services required by the Ten-Year Plan on a community-wide basis)

Contact: Gretchen Bruce to be directed to the most appropriate entity.  (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

Clegg & Associates is coordinating the meetings and strategic planning among two community workgroups.  The first, Pace of Production workgroup, is strategizing more cost-effective ways to develop and operate housing and services.  

The work group is focusing on five key barriers in developing strategies to increase homeless housing production:
· Difficulty of nonprofits in acting quickly to acquire land, buildings, and units

· Site identification process for both land and buildings lacks coherency and efficiency

· Housing standards

· Construction costs

· Lack of Capacity

The Housing Linkages workgroup is identifying strategies to increase capacity among agencies that serve populations that are disproportionately affected by homelessness (such as communities of color) to ensure that their constituents have access to housing.  Emerging strategies focus on increasing partnerships between culturally-focused organizations and mainstream homeless housing groups including:

· Organizing match-making between service and housing providers

· Organizing a clearinghouse to provide information about housing and service funding

· Training housing and service providers on best practices related to effective partnerships

· Creating linkages between homelessness prevention resources and service providers
· Increasing agency’s knowledge of, and ability to implement, best practice case management standards
Clegg & Associates attended the November 5th IAC meeting to provide an update on the work, and a final report will be presented at the December 3rd IAC meeting. 

Employment (Partner with community leaders in the employment, housing and services fields to encourage collaboration and inclusion of employment services within homeless programs in order to help individuals attain greater self sufficiency.)

Contact: Mark Putnam (mark@aidshousing.org)

The Committee to End Homelessness King County, the Taking Health Care Home initiative, The Boeing Company, and AIDS Housing of Washington held a forum November 1 to discuss promising practices and new opportunities for improving career pathways for homeless job seekers in King County.  The objectives for the meeting were to LEARN about existing partnerships in our region, national best practices, and new research findings.  DISCUSS opportunities in King County for improving income and asset-building opportunities, and outcomes for homeless job-seekers, via partnership development, policy changes, and increased resources.  TAKE ACTION to improve practices by developing partnerships with others at the forum that result in enhanced economic opportunities for homeless job seekers. 
  

Outcomes and outputs:
· 10 providers presented information about their programs and provided openings for other agencies to partner with them
· 9 discussions were held on specific topics (such as new funding opportunities and homeless subpopulations) to foster new partnerships and increase collaboration among providers
· More than 100 people participated in the event
· 90% made a connection with a new agency and plan to get together to strengthen that connection
· Most participants indicated that they had a limited understanding of local homeless programs and funding sources, best practices, and national funding resources prior to attending the Forum.  After attending the forum, participants indicated that their knowledge of these subjects had increased across the board. 
· Participants are very interested in continuing to meet and receive information about employment for homeless persons. Participants were most interested in more discussion and information about employment for Supportive Housing residents and State and Federal Funding for Homeless Employment Programs. 
· Participants requested ongoing opportunities to network and focus on specific aspects of this issue in a targeted way. 
Prevention (increase our understanding of evidence-based prevention practices, and work to increase funding and alignment for prevention efforts)

Contact: Colleen Kelly, City of Redmond (ckelly@redmond.gov)

The Prevention Task Force is organizing its work around the issue of primary prevention, or strategies to help people living in an unstable housing situation avoid becoming homeless in the first place. They continue to identify the components of an effective prevention system, what components of a regional prevention system exist and are working well, what components exist but could be improved, and what components don’t exist and need to be built.  Examples of various components of an effective system that the team has identified include (without prioritization):
· Outreach and Marketing:  Research into which populations are at risk of becoming homelessness and outreach / marketing to these populations

· Information & Referral:  Ability to conduct appropriate needs assessment(s) and refer caller to the most appropriate agency to serve their specific needs

· Financial Assistance:  Ability to provide emergency financial assistance (for rent, utilities, child care, other emergent needs) in amounts sufficient to resolve the crisis that puts a household at risk of homelessness

· Case Management:  Ability to provide appropriate case management services and help households gain the skills they need to before, during and after a housing crisis

· Financial Services:  Ability to provide financial skills education, assistance with credit repair, access to low cost credit, check cashing, avoiding predatory loans, asset building, other services

· Tenant Rights and Legal Assistance: Ability to provide appropriate tenant education, mediation, legal representation against eviction, etc.

· Long Term Self Sufficiency:  Ability to connect clients to long-term self sufficiency programs such as affordable housing, employment and training, public benefits

The December 4th meeting will include a presentation from community organizations that focus on financial literacy, low-cost credit and asset building.  The January and February meetings will include presentations from special needs populations such as Youth and Young Adults and Domestic Violence, so that strategies can take into consideration the nuances of prevention as it relates to those constituencies.  The task force anticipates that it will develop strategies and goals around prevention that could be adopted by a broad spectrum of funders and providers within CEH, with the eventual introduction of a recommend prevention model that could be developed and funded in 2008.
Case Management Standards (increase the capacity of agencies to provide supportive services, including the use and understanding of core competencies in case management and the availability of training in these areas.)
This workgroup has recently developed a history and outcomes document.  In the near future, documents like this will be posted on our website but until then, to receive a copy of this document please email gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov. 
A proposal has been made to develop case management standards / ensure the availability of case management training on core competencies such as cultural competency, case note documentation, ethics and boundaries, etc.  to ensure that all case managers have a foundation in essential case management skills and knowledge. The IAC agreed by consensus that the Families Committee should research existing curricula and draft recommendations for what a core curriculum might include along with potential steps towards certification.  IAC will await a report from committee’s to determine if / how such a curriculum and certification process might be implemented.

On November 6th, a Case Management Standards work group convened a panel discussion among educators who currently provide case management training, including Antioch University, Seattle Jobs Initiative, Washington Association of Community Action Agencies, Edmonds Community College, Lake Washington Technical College, and Seattle Central Community College.  Participants discussed what elements are included in the various curricula and various education and skills that people feel are important for the provision of homeless services.
The workgroup also conducted a survey among community-based agencies to ask what case management / certification requirements exist within their agencies, and what types of training would be most helpful.  Initial responses include:
· The top certificates/training required among new hires are: Bachelors, CPR, Chemical Dependency Certificate, Food Handler’s Permit, Bloodborne Pathogens/Communicable Diseases, and HIV / AIDS training.  

· The top trainings that agencies provide to their staff / encourage them to attend are: Cultural Competency, Chemical Dependency, Conflict Resolution/De-Escalation, Mental Health, Motivational Interviewing, Case Management Fundamentals, Domestic Violence, Case Notes/Documentation, Ethics, Boundaries, Bloodborne Pathogens/Communicable Diseases. 
· The top skills to be an effective case manager to homeless individuals are: Case Notes/Documentation, Motivational Interviewing, Self Care/Stress Mgmt, Ethics / Boundaries, Life Skills (maturity, flexibility, passion etc.), Assessment, Knowledge of Community Resources, Cultural Competency, Time Management / Organizational Skills, Conflict Resolution/De-Escalation, Understanding of Chemical Dependency, Mental Health issues, or other issues specific to the target population

The Case Management Standards workgroup will discuss the results of this survey to determine what commonalities exist, and offer suggestions to local education / training providers for ways in which they may enhance their curriculum to cover these topics and/or other opportunities to provide these needed trainings.

Governance Structure and Committees 

Governing Board 
Chairs: Dan Brettler and Ron Sims.  Staff: Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov)

Typical Meeting Schedule: 4th Wednesday of the quarter, 8:30 – 10:30 am, New Holly Neighborhood Center.  ).  Meeting Summaries of previous Governing Board meetings are available on our website.

Recent Meeting:  Wednesday, October 24, 8:30-10:30 am, New Holly Neighborhood Campus 

Discussion:  Commissioner Erik Sten from Portland, who leads the Ten-Year Plan for Multnomah County was in attendance at the meeting and shared some strategies, successes and highlights that they have seen in reducing homelessness in Multnomah County.  Other topics discussed: housing production goals; the first ever analysis of data from the Safe Harbors HMIS system; inclusion of condo conversions on the CEH legislative advocacy agenda for 2008.

Upcoming  Meeting:  Wednesday, January 23, 8:30-10:30 am, New Holly Neighborhood Campus 

Draft Agenda Items:  Upcoming meeting agendas will be posted on our website one week prior to the meeting.  Governing Board meeting summaries are also available on our website at www.cehkc.org.

Interagency Council (IAC)
Chairs: Patricia McInturff and Stephen Norman    Staff: Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov).  Typical Meeting Schedule: 1st Monday of the month, 2-4 pm, rotating locations (Seattle, East KC, South KC).  Meeting Summaries of previous Interagency Council meetings are available on our website.
Recent Meeting:  Monday, November 5

Discussed:  Continued discussions of strategies for increasing the pace of production; update on the Case Management standards project; introduction of the Families platform; nomination of two new IAC members.
Upcoming Meeting: Monday, December 3, 2 – 4pm, St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral

Draft Agenda Topics:  Review of the status of Shelter Task Force recommendations; Presentation of consultant report and discussion on increasing the pace of production and increasing capacity among culturally-focused agencies so they are better able to help their clients access permanent housing.  Upcoming meeting agendas will be posted on our website one week prior to the meeting.  Interagency Council meeting summaries are also available on our website at www.cehkc.org.

Consumer Advisory Council (CAC)
Contacts:
Bill Block (bill.block@kingcounty.gov) and Gretchen Bruce (gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov);

Typical Meeting Schedule: 3rd Wednesday of the month, 6-8 pm at downtown YWCA, 5th & Seneca.  Meeting Summaries of previous Consumer Advisory Council meetings are available on our website.

Recent Meeting:  Wednesday, November 14

Discussed:  Finalized Outreach Plans for focus groups; Discussion of shelter needs; Condo conversions and the impact on homelessness.

Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, December 19, 6-8 pm at downtown YWCA, 5th & Seneca

Draft Agenda Topics:  Debrief Focus Group Sessions.  Upcoming meeting agendas will be posted on our website one week prior to the meeting.  Consumer Advisory Council meeting summaries are also available on our website at www.cehkc.org.

Single Adults Committee
Co-Chairs:  Steve Roberts (steveSroberts@comcast.net), Tina Shamseldin (tina.shamsheldin@seattle.gov); South King County: Jason Johnson (jajohnson@ci.kent.wa.us) Typical Meeting Schedule: 3rd Monday of the month, 2:30 – 4:00 Opportunity Place, 2024 3rd Ave, Seattle

Recent  Meeting:  November 26

Discussed:  Debra Srebnik of MHCADS gave a presentation and led a discussion on the Begin at Home Housing First Project.  This project targets individuals who are chronically homeless, are in medical respite with high medical costs and/or high users of sobering centers.  Plymouth has partnered with Pike Place Market for additional nursing staff onsite.  Overall, there has been a high retention rate (85%) of original tenants remaining housed along with significant reductions in ER and inpatient medical care.  In addition, training information and needs were discussed with Antioch and Washington Institute for Mental Illness and Training (WIMIRT).

Upcoming Meeting:  No December meeting.  Upcoming meeting scheduled for January 14, 2:30 – 4:00 Opportunity Place, 2024 3rd Ave, Seattle 
Draft Agenda Topics:  DESC will present the findings of the 1811 project and we will have a discussion on employment barriers for people living in PSH.
Families Committee
Contacts:  Co-Chairs: Doreen Cato & Dan McDougall-Treacy.   Staff: Maureen Kostyack (maureen.kostyack@seattle.gov)

Typical Meeting Schedule: 4th Monday of the month / every other month, 10-noon, CCS at 23rd & Yesler

Upcoming Meeting:  December 3rd, CCS at 23rd & Yesler (Seattle) 10 am – Noon

Agenda Topics:  Discussion with CEH Youth and Young Adult Committee about priorities and work plans.  Update from work group on forum with educational institutions regarding case manager training standards.

Youth and Young Adult Committee



















Contacts:       Co-Chairs: Michelle Keating, Jim Theofelis          Staff:  Darryl Cook   darryl.cook@seattle.gov 

Typical Meeting Schedule: 2nd Monday of the month, usually at the 2100 Building (2100 24th Ave S) Seattle but location can change.

Recent Meeting:  November 19th  

Discussed:  Discussed scope of Y&YA consultant; discussed other CEH subcommittees and work; reviewed priorities; reviewed the PRO Youth Evaluation focus groups results.
Upcoming Meeting:  December 10, 1-3pm 2100 building

Draft Agenda Topics:   MSW United Way intern, Anna Strahan will present Shelter Model. Mark Putnam, will share info gathered from the Portland trip and progress on the King County CEH Y&YA report.

Communications / Public Relations

Chair - Sherry Hamilton (sherry.hamilton@kingcounty.gov) 

Typical meeting schedule:  2nd Thursday of the month, 11:30 – 1pm, NOTE NEW LOCATION:  Chinook County Office Building, 401 5th Avenue, Room 526 (5th Floor)
Recent Meeting:  November 8

Discussion:  Discussed final plans for Hunger and Homelessness Awareness Week, including print media plans; discussed CEHKC Web site.

Upcoming Meeting:  December 13, 11:30 – 1pm, NCOB, 401 5th Ave., Rm. 526

Draft Agenda Topics:  Debrief Hunger and Homeless Awareness Week/Unite to End Homelessness events; discuss CEHKC Web redesign next steps; review 2007 Work Plan accomplishments. 

Communications / Legislative Advocacy  

Chair – Sandy Brown. Staff:  Laird Heia (Laird.Heia@kingcounty.gov) 

Meetings typically held the 4th Wednesday of the month from 12 – 1:30pm, 2106 2nd Avenue, Seattle  (DESC/DSHS shared building)    

CEHKC 2008 State and Federal Legislative Agenda 
Recent Meeting:  November 28
Agenda:  Debriefed Legislative Breakfast; Housing and Homelessness Advocacy Day discussion; discussed next steps to accomplish Legislative Priorities.

Upcoming Meeting:  December 19, 12 – 1:30pm; 2106 2nd Ave (Note date change due to holiday)

Draft Agenda Items:  HHAD Update, continue discussion and review of action plan to accomplish legislative priorities.

General Community Updates – Planning & Initiatives around Housing / Etc
There are numerous collaborations underway around the county regarding ending homelessness and implementation of the Ten-Year Plan.  If you have information to share under this heading, please contact Gretchen Bruce, program manager of the CEHKC to discuss inclusion in All Things CEH.  gretchen.bruce@kingcounty.gov 

Seattle King County Coalition on Homelessness (SKCCH)
Contact:  Alison Eisinger, Executive Director, alison@homelessinfo.org.  General meeting is 3rd Thurs of the month, 9-11 a.m. at East Cherry YWCA, 2820 E. Cherry St.  Most attendees are providers.  Homeless and formerly homeless community members and other concerned citizens are welcome.  In addition to the general meeting, several standing committees meet regularly (families with children; youth & young adults, single adults; advocacy). Information on these meetings and other activities of SKCCH, including results from the 2007 One Night Count, can be found on SKCCH’s website: www.homelessinfo.org
Recent General Meeting:  Thursday, November 15

The November meeting included a focus on emergency food services, including presentations from the Meals Partnership Coalition and the South King County Food Bank Coalition.

Upcoming General Meeting:  Thursday, December 20, 9 – 11am, at East Cherry YWCA, 2820 E. Cherry St.

Draft Agenda Topics: The December meeting will include festive refreshments and WHEEL members reading from their recently published poetry anthology Beloved Community.
Sign up for meeting reminders at www.homelessinfo.org
South King County Forum on Homelessness

Contact: Jason Johnson, City of Kent.   Email:  JaJohnson@ci.kent.wa.us.  

The SKC Forum on Homelessness meets the 1st Wed. of every month at 9am at the Kent Senior Activity Center to 1) keep South county service providers in touch with one-another; 2) share resources with / for SKC service providers; 3) receive updates and announcements of new or future projects; 4) coordinate our efforts in ending homelessness; and 5) help bridge the disconnect between the homeless and the service providers.  Most attendees are planners or providers, though anyone is welcome to attend.   

Recent Meeting:  November 7th
Discussed:  Unite to End Homelessness Community Resource Exchange (final planning), SKC Response to Ending Homelessness in King County (info and discussion), CEH Update, and Discussion of lact of services for Single, Homeless Women in South King County.
Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, December 5, 9 am -10:30 am, Kent Senior Activity Center, 600 E Smith St., Kent

Draft Agenda Items:  One Night Count, Setting agendas for 2008, SKC Response to Ending Homelessness in King County (go over draft and give input)
Eastside Homelessness Advisory Committee (EHAC)

Contact: Arthur Sullivan, ARCH   email:  ASullivan@bellevuewa.gov.  EHAC coordinates housing & service activities in East King County and the regions’ response to homelessness.  Most attendees are planners or providers, though anyone is welcome to attend.  Meetings typically scheduled the 2nd Thursday of the month, 1:30 – 3pm, St. Luke’s Church.  3030 Bellevue Way NE (just south of 520)

Recent Meeting:  Thursday, November 8
Agenda Topics:  CEH Pace of Production work group update; Homeless Housing Funder workgroup update; review of East King County Plan to End Homelessness road presentation; Landlord Liaison project            
Upcoming Meeting:  Thursday, December 13, 3:00 – 4:30 pm, St. Luke’s Church.  3030 Bellevue Way NE (just south of 520)
Interfaith Task Force on Homelessness (ITFH)

The ITFH seeks to create the political will to end homelessness using targeted education, outreach and advocacy.  It works among, between, and within the faith community to encourage public and private partnerships.  Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday of the month from 12-1:30 at St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral (1245 10th Ave E, Seattle), 2nd floor conference room.  Contact Bill Kirlin-Hackett at itfh@comcast.net or call at (425) 442-5418. 

Upcoming Meeting:  Wednesday, December 19, 12-1:30pm, St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral.  ALL WELCOME
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