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EVERYONE IN WASHINGTON SHOULD HAVE THE OPPPORTUNITY
TO LIVE IN A SAFE, HEALTHY, AFFORDABLE HOME

Joint Legislative Priorities to Address Housing and Homelessness
Dear Legislators:

Housing and homelessness advocacy partners understand that this will be an extremely
difficult session and thank you in advance for caring so much about the fabric of our
communities. The most basic foundation in our residents’ lives is housing. There are many
implementing steps that can be taken to ensure that everyone in Washington has the
opportunity to live in a safe, decent, affordable home. The co-sponsors of this breakfast will
bring you specific bills for adoption in the 2011 session, but they will all revolve around three
basic goals:

Increase the Available Stock of Affordable and Supported Housing

People with mental and physical disabilities need housing to stabilize their lives (and reduce their
use of emergency services), and working people need housing they can afford and still have
enough for the basics like groceries, gas and child care. The Washington State Housing Trust
Fund has an established track record for stimulating the creation of housing. We are, however, at
a critical point. The Trust Fund is key in both supporting and inspiring contributions from other
governments and philanthropy. The Trust Fund should be funded at the $200 million level, with
provision for the operations and maintenance funding that allows us to create housing for the
most vulnerable.

Coordinate and Maintain Housing and Services

Although housing is the bedrock of personal stability, many people need additional services to
maintain that stability. The Home Security Fund and the Washington Families Fund are proven
successes — providing supportive services that are well coordinated with affordable housing.
That funding should be maintained. At the same time, we need to better coordinate the work of
our state systems so that additional housing and support services come together in joint or
coordinated funding allocations that are targeted to the practices that have proven track records.

Prevent People from Becoming Homeless

It is much more difficult to help someone leave homelessness than it is to prevent homelessness
in the first place. Funding short-term assistance, regulating foreclosures and reducing tenant
screening barriers are all important tools in preventing homelessness, but our state institutions,
our prison system, our mental health system, our juvenile justice system and our foster care
system need to make stable housing a priority in their discharge planning. We need to fund
housing for those who are leaving state control, long enough for them to re-establishing their
lives in the community.
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Fund the State Housing Trust Fund at $200 million and
Provide Support for Operations and Maintenance of Housing Trust Fund units

TheHousing Trust Fund is the State of Washington’s primary tool for ensuring that everyone hasa
safe, affordable and healthy home. Since 1989, the Housing Trust Fund has invested more than
$600 million in new and improved housing, has|leveraged more than $3 billion in private and
public sector support; and has increased the stock of affordable housing by more than 35,000 units
across the state. These investments by the state have created thousands of jobs, and have
generated millionsin state and local tax revenues. The Trust Fund has a strong track record of
providing quality homesthat allow peopleto stabilize their lives and reduce their consumption of
other services.

In 2009, the Journal of the American Medical Association reported that the resdents of 1811
Eastlake, a 75 unit building for chronic al coholics funded through the Trust Fund, reduced
emergency services costs by $4 millionin oneyear. Theresdents cost $2,500 less per person, per
month, than their counterparts on the wait list. Affordable housing isafiscally responsible
investment for our communities.

In the* 07/ 08 biennium the Governor and the L egislature increased the Housing Trust Fund to
$200 million. In 09/ 10, an additional investment of $100 million was combined with $30
million for new affordable housing programs. Theinvestments are helping to build homes and
stimulate Washington’ slocal economies, critical benchmarksin alleviating and preventing
homel essness.

Although Washington can be proud of our track record of investing in affordable housing, more
is needed to keep pace with the growing needs acrossthe state. In King County alone, more than
25,000 people will experience homel essness thisyear. An estimated 155,00 householdsin King
County currently experience extreme rent burden. Funding support iscritical for operationsand
mai ntenance of Housing Trust Fund homesthat serve Washington’ s lowest income res dents.
Rental income aloneis not enough to maintain buildings and to pay for the operating costs, so
additional non-capital investments are needed.

By combining affordabl e housing with operating and services funding, the Housing Trust Fund
can lift home ess people — even those with significant barriersto housng —to a higher quality of
life. Thisbenefits every community in Washington.

Contact: Michele Thomas, Director of Policy and Advocacy, Washington Low Income Housing Alliance
(206) 442-9455, michele@wliha.org
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Protect Critical Homeless Programs:
Ensure Adequate Funding for the Home Security Fund

Beginning in 2005, the Washington State L egidature enacted a series of real estate document
recording feesthat are dedicated to addressng homelessness. These fees, now named the Home
Security Fund, are the keystone to our work to prevent and end homel essness.

The Home Security Fund now supportsthe Emergency Shelter and Homeless Prevention
Program (formerly ESAP), the Transitional Housing Operating and Rent program (THOR) and
the I ndependent Y outh Housi ng Program, as well as providing grantsto local programs such as
the highly-successful King County Forensc Assertive Community Treatment (FACT) program
that helps stabilize mentally ill homel ess persons with high criminal justiceinvolvement.

During the 2010 supplemental sesson, the Washington L egislature obligated the Home Security
Fund to pay also for secure and other residential criss centers, street youth program servicesand
HOPE beds. Thisbringsthetotal obligationsinthe Fund to $42.6 million. At the sasme time, due
to the current economic recession and decline of real estate activity, the revenue generated by the
document recording fees has dropped significantly.

Dueto the combination of new obligations and dropping revenues, the Home Security Fund will
be at least $10.6 million (and probably $12 million) short for the 2011-2013 biennium. In the
2013-2015 biennium, when one of the feesis scheduled to sunset, the Home Security Fund
shortfall will triple to almost $32 million.

Three actions are needed. Firgt, the Home Security Fund should remain as a dedicated fund
exclusvey for homeless housing and services, with no new programs added to the fund. Itis
substantially over-obligated asit is, and asaresult faces serious cutsin its programs. Second,
the schedul ed sunset of the portion of the fee established in 2009 should be iminated. Finally,
therearea set of real estaterecordings (re-recordingstriggered by eventslike sale of mortgages)
that are not currently subject to the fee. These transactions generate the same need for recordings
and should be subject to the same fee, which if enacted could generate the funds necessary to
meet the current obligations of the Home Security Fund. Obligations may also include
contributions to the Operations and Maintenance Fund that allows the Housing Trust Fund to
serve the most needy.

Contact: Washington State Codlition for the Homeless: Craig Lyons at director@icfth.com (360) 993-9570 or
Seth Dawson at sethdawson@att.net ; www.EndHomel essnesswA.org (253) 761-7446
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The Washington Families Fund is Asking the State Legidlature for $6 Million

The Washington Families Fund, a successful public-private partnership, is asking the state
legidature for funding of $6 million.

The Washington Families Fund (WFF) isa public-private partnership, led by Building Changes,
which seeks to expand the availability of supportive housing for familiesin need by providing
gable, long-term funding to agencies with the best model s for ending family homelessness and
srengthening communities throughout Washington State. In the five years sinceitsinception, the
Washington Families Fund has identified interventions and solutions that are bringing
Washington State closer to a future when at-risk families have immediate accessto stable

housi ng and supportive servicesthat prevent homel essness and keep families together.

The Washington Families Fund has funded 10 nonprofitsin King County to provide over 150
units of supportive hous ng with grants of nearly $4.5 million.

The Washington Families Fund works hand-in-hand with community-based organi zations
datewide to transition homel ess parents and their children from crisisto stability. WFF
enhances the lives of families struggling against homel essness statewide by strengthening these
organi zationsin three distinct ways.
1) leveraging public and private funds to provide long-term (5- and10-year grants) financial
support,
2) training and educating service providers so they can better connect families to economic
and educational opportunities, and
3) continually evaluating program effectiveness and tail oring our approach to meet the
unique needs of each community.

Since 2005 it has achieved cons stent, positive results for more than 1,000 homeless families:

e 73 percent of families exiting the programs funded successfully obtained permanent
housing;

e 73 percent of the children in these programs remained stable in the same school, with
overall school stability improving by 80 percent;

e Families average employment income increased by 27 percent, from $987/month to
$1,249/month, and

e Therewasa53% increase in the number of employed heads of households.

Contact: Seth Howard, Public Policy Specialist, Building Changes
(206) 805-6137, seth.howard@buildingchanges.org
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