Creating Lasting Solutions.  Together. 
Ten-Year Plan to End Homelessness in King County

Nicole lived on and off the streets from the time she was 13 years old. She got involved in drug use and life on the streets was difficult.  The YWCA’s Angeline's Center for Homeless Women helped her with a referral to supportive housing at Greenwood House, a housing site for homeless women operated by the Low Income Housing Institute.  With a safe and affordable place to call home, Nicole was able to take on more responsibility and pull her life together.  Six years later, she is off the streets, living in affordable housing and gainfully employed as a janitor.  Nicole says, “I’m just so happy with myself.  I never thought I could do this.”  Thanks to the availability of supportive housing when she needed it, Nicole has a real chance for a stable life and a self-sufficient future.  
RENEW AND INCREASE STATE HOUSING TRUST FUND

The Housing Trust Fund is the State of Washington’s primary resource for ensuring that everyone has a safe, decent place to live.  Since its creation, the state’s investment in affordable housing has leveraged more than $5 for every state dollar invested, created thousands of jobs, and generated millions in state and local tax revenues.  Most importantly, this investment has given our neighbors – low-wage working families, seniors, people with disabilities, and people experiencing homelessness – the foundation they need to build a better life.

In 2008, the Governor and the Legislature increased the Housing Trust Fund to $200 million for the biennium. This investment in Washington’s families demonstrated a growing recognition that meeting our communities’ housing needs is critical to achieving many of our other shared goals, stabilizing our economy and helping people secure good jobs and stronger futures.  The investment was very important, helping to prevent a decline in housing production due to rapidly rising land and construction costs and helping to addresses a significant backlog in production. 

Maintaining and increasing the state’s investment in affordable housing is essential to meeting the challenge of ending homelessness.  In King County alone, more than 24,000 people will experience homelessness this year.  An estimated 155,000 households in King County currently lack affordable housing and are at risk of homelessness.  By combining affordable housing with operating and services funding, the Housing Trust Fund can lift homeless people – even those with significant barriers to housing – to a higher quality of life in stable housing they can afford. 

Issues:

· Our local governments are contributing significant funds to develop new housing for people leaving homelessness and for low income working families.  Those projects, however, need Trust Fund contributions.  This fall, 15 King County housing projects are requesting $32.5 million from the Housing Trust Fund.  These requests total nearly twice the amount available for King County. When the Housing Trust Fund is backlogged, local resources are underutilized, slowing down the production of the housing that our communities need today. 
· Although the capital budget is capped as a percentage of the General Fund, by adding to the types of revenue sources counted in calculating the General Fund, the state can increase the capital budget, allowing for a new investment in the Housing Trust Fund at a time when it can have significant impact. 
2009 Budget Request:  Sustain and increase the Housing Trust Fund to move closer to ensuring a home for every family in need in Washington. 










Contact:  Bill Block, Project Director, Committee to End Homelessness in King County, 206-263-9001 bill.block@kingcounty.gov 
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