Home is the Heart of It All:

Providing Affordable Housing and Ending Homelessness


Washington Families Fund:  $8 million for Service-Enriched Housing
· Support families moving from homelessness by expanding and continuing this proven program of service-enriched housing 
Background:  
The Washington Families Fund (WFF) is a public-private partnership created in 2004 to support development of service-enriched housing for homeless families.  WFF provides multi-year services funding to expand successful programs in King, Pierce and Snohomish counties that were launched through the Gates Foundation’s Sound Families Initiative, and to replicate this model in communities across the state.  
The Legislature appropriated a total of $6 million in 2004 and 2006.  AIDS Housing of Washington, the program administrator, has secured nearly $7 million in private matching funds.  Major contributors include the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the Boeing Company, Microsoft, the Paul G. Allen Family Foundation, and a dozen local and regional community foundations. 

Over three years, WFF funding has enabled local supportive housing partnerships – service agencies, housing developers and housing authorities – to create 14 service-enriched housing programs in 11 Washington counties.  An additional 20 grants will be made in January 2008.  When the newly funded programs start in spring 2008, more than 500 homeless families will be given the chance to break the cycle of homelessness.  This year, WFF will offer two levels of services:  moderate services focused on employment and self-sufficiency for those families ready to re-enter the job market; and a high-level model that will offer 24/7 wraparound services for families struggling with addiction, mental illness, chronic health issues, child protective services and other major challenges to gaining and maintaining stability.
Issues:
· The Ten-Year Plan to End Homelessness in King County calls for 1,900 units of supportive housing for homeless families.  Combined with individual case management, employment, training and other support services, families gain a home and the chance to succeed. 
· WFF funding – $6 million in state funding plus $7 million contributed by foundations and corporations – will be fully committed by spring 2008.  This valuable resource should be renewed and increased this biennium to expand service-enriched housing for families statewide.
Data:

· In King County, WFF funding was awarded to programs operating 27 units of family housing that are expected to serve 120 families over ten years.
· King County has prioritized supportive services matched with rental assistance for its use of local HB 2163 funds.  State funding for WFF will leverage these local services dollars, as well as housing development funds, to assist additional families.
2008 Budget Request:  The Legislature should appropriate $8 million to expand the Washington Families Fund this biennium.  Renewed, increased funding in 2008 is essential to sustain WFF's successful private fundraising and to allow providers around the state to gather the multiple resources needed to create new service-enriched housing for homeless families. 
Contact:  Bill Block, Project Director, Committee to End Homelessness in King County 206-263-9001 bill.block@kingcounty.gov 

