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Committee to End Homelessness 

2008 Legislative Advocacy Outcomes

The Committee to End Homelessness and citizens of King County continue to be part of a highly successful collaborative advocacy and education effort among major housing and human service organizations including United Way of King County, the Washington Low Income Housing Alliance, and the Washington Coalition for the Homeless.  Working together across neighborhoods, alliances, organizations, and faith communities is the only way we can end homelessness.

We are grateful to report that in a time of great restraints on state expenditures, every one of the CEH legislative priorities developed to increase funding and services to end homelessness, received attention:
· The very first bill signed by the Governor added $6 million to the Washington Families Fund, providing long term support for homeless families.  

· The Washington Housing Trust Fund was increased by $50 million, with an additional $20 million going to housing in the form of a rapid response fund and a non-profit equity fund.  
· The THOR program (short term assistance and case management) was increased by $2.5 million, and the program expanded so that this new money can be used for single adults and youth (which should also help with some of our criminal justice reentry programs).  

· The .1% sales tax for mental health and chemical dependency was clarified as allowing investment in housing (there will be a backlog of collections before services start, and that backlog could be used to complete funding on key projects).  

· Consensus condominium legislation was passed extending the notice period to 120 days, allowing local jurisdictions to increase relocation assistance and limiting construction in the period before tenants have had a chance to move out.

· We will continue to work with Prosperity Partnership to get bills passed next year to waive the sales tax for low income housing or focusing infrastructure funds on affordable housing next session. 
On balance, this session has been a tremendous success.  Housing and homelessness has reached a level of priority that we have simply not seen in the past.  
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