Home is the Heart of It All:

Providing Affordable Housing and Ending Homelessness


EXPAND RENTAL ASSISTANCE WITH SUPPORTIVE SERVICES – A PROVEN PROGRAM
· Increase and expand state funding for Transitional Housing, Operating and Rent (THOR) rent assistance and support services to help people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness access and successfully retain rental housing
Background:

Across the state, communities are transforming their response to homelessness by focusing on prevention and housing.  Homelessness can be prevented when a family or individual receives temporary financial assistance and services to avert the loss of housing, or to help the household move into new housing quickly.  Providing housing linked to services helps families, couples without children, and individuals maintain their housing and work toward self-sufficiency.  

Successful programs in Washington and across the country have demonstrated that rent assistance combined with support services is a cost-effective homeless prevention strategy.  Homeless households typically receive a rent subsidy and support services for six to 24 months.  Some are then able to access subsidized housing; and most are able to stay where they are and maintain stable housing after the temporary support ends.  Many programs help homeless households find housing in the private market by developing positive relationships with property owners and assisting homeless people to overcome barriers by assuring the landlord that the tenant will receive ongoing support.  This ultimately helps avoid the costly cycle of homelessness.

The state-funded THOR program funds rental assistance and case management for homeless families with children.  However, it has limited funding, primarily serves families with children, and operates only in certain communities.  Expansion of this proven model could significantly help prevent homelessness among families, single adults, couples without children, and youth.

Issues:
· The Ten-Year Plan to End Homelessness in King County calls for 5,000 units of housing for homeless people, using existing housing stock.  Rental assistance and support services are essential to make this privately owned housing accessible.  

· The state-funded THOR has demonstrated success, but current funding of $5 million per biennium is insufficient for families and not available to youth or adults without children. 

· The Legislature allocated $1 million to rental assistance vouchers in the Housing Trust Fund in 2006.  A portion of this funding provided temporary rental assistance in five communities until June 2007.  This valuable resource is not currently available statewide.

Data:

· In King County, eight agencies use THOR funds to provide rental assistance and case management for six to 24 months. In 2006, THOR served 161 homeless families with children; 90% maintained their housing six months after the rental assistance ended.
· King County has prioritized supportive services matched with rental assistance for its use of local HB 2163 funds.  State funding will leverage local dollars to assist additional households.

2007 Budget Request:  Increase funding for THOR rental assistance with supportive services by $10 million per biennium, and expand eligibility to serve adults, couples without children, and youth, in addition to families with children.
Contact:  Bill Block, Project Director, Committee to End Homelessness in King County 206-263-9001 bill.block@kingcounty.gov 
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