Home is the Heart of It All:

Providing Affordable Housing and Ending Homelessness


support housing and supportive services for Individuals leaving correctional facilities and for youth aging out of foster care
· Prevent homelessness by funding housing and assistance for individuals leaving state systems (foster care and state prisons) to transition successfully back to the community

Background:

Recent legislative actions have shown increasing awareness and concern for two unique populations: people discharged from prison without adequate re-entry planning, and youth cut off from foster care support at age 18.  Both populations are particularly vulnerable to homelessness and instability when state care and support ceases.
HB 2002, adopted in 2006 helps a select few foster youth continue their education and receive foster care support after age 18.  HB 1992, adopted in 2007, creates a pilot housing support program for youth leaving foster care.  Both are excellent pilots, but together only serve a very small portion of foster youth exiting care.   Both should be taken to scale as soon as possible. 
Legislative action with respect to prison discharge is more problematic.  Until 2007, when the Attorney General asserted such expenditures to be unauthorized, the Department of Corrections (DOC) spent more than $7 million per year on 90-day housing supports for high-risk individuals leaving prison.  HB 6157, passed in 2007, provides $28 million in funding and requires robust discharge planning and coordination with community support systems.  While it recognizes that longer-term housing – up to one year – is needed to truly achieve stability, HB 6157 provides only $4.6 million in housing funding, enough for only two pilots that will together house only 125 individuals over 18 months, leaving thousands vulnerable to discharge into homelessness or extremely unstable housing.  Stable housing is essential for successful community re-integration.  A person discharged to the streets is typically soon re-incarcerated, while people discharged to supportive housing have a much better record of success.  Separating housing from the overall DOC re-entry program makes for fragmentation and inefficiencies.  DOC should be responsible for and rated on a full re-entry package, including housing.  
Issues:
· The new emphasis on discharge planning for individuals leaving state prisons needs funding for housing so they can successfully re-enter the community and avoid homelessness.  Re-entry planning should also include funding for the treatment support many ex-offenders need to prevent recidivism or a lapse back into homelessness.  
· Positive housing outcomes should be used as a criteria for agency success.  State agencies should track housing outcomes for those discharged from or exiting state services such as foster care or prisons, and agencies’ success should be rated, in part, on this criteria.
2008 Budget Requests:  Bring the two pilot programs established under HB 2002 and 1922 to scale, preventing homelessness and helping many more vulnerable foster youth in Washington to succeed.  Provide funding for housing to match the new emphasis on discharge planning for individuals leaving state prisons. Direct state agencies to expand tracking of housing outcomes for clients in state service systems so as to prevent discharge into homelessness.  
Contact:  Bill Block, Project Director, Committee to End Homelessness in King County 206-263-9001 bill.block@kingcounty.gov 

