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	Interagency Council members present: 
	Interagency Council members absent: 

	Michael Brown (Seattle Foundation)

Sandy Brown (Church Council of Greater Seattle)

Mark Dalton (DSHS – Belltown CSO)

Lynn Davison (Common Ground)

Dini Duclos (Multi-Service Center)

John Diaz  (Seattle Police Department)

Charissa Fotinos (Public Health)

Bill Hallerman (Archdiocesan Housing Authority)

Barbara Hope (Eastside Domestic Violence Program)

Chris Jones (Consumer Advisory Council)

Emily Leslie (City of Bellevue)

Jackie MacLean (King County DCHS)

Doreen Marchione (Hopelink)

Patricia McInturff (City of Seattle HSD)

Adrienne Quinn (Seattle Office of Housing)

Sue Sherbrooke (YWCA)

Tom Tierney (Seattle Housing Authority)
Jim Theofelis (Mockingbird Society)

Jerry Towne (WA State Dept of Veterans Affairs)

Christine VanderWerf  (Consumer Advisory Council)
	Humberto Alvarez (SKCCH/FPA)

Tom Carr (City of Seattle, City Attorneys Office)

Doreen Cato (First Place)

Jenine Grey (Chief Seattle Club)

Bill Hobson (Downtown Emergency Services Center)

Reed Holtgeerts (Adult and Juvenile Detention) 

Katherin Johnson (City of Kent)

Kate Joncas (Downtown Seattle Association)

Paul Lambros (Plymouth Housing Group)

Stephen Norman  (KC Housing Authority)

David Okimoto (United Way of King County)

Mario Paredes (Consejo)

Dave Ramsay (City of Kirkland)

Kathleen Southwick (Crisis Clinic)



	Community: 
	

	Alan Painter (City of Seattle HSD)

Bill Block (CEHKC Staff)

Bill Kirlin-Hackett (Interfaith Task Force on Homelessness)

Bill Rumpf (City of Seattle Office of Housing)

Carole Antoncich (King County DCHS)

Gretchen Bruce (CEHKC)

Janice Tufte (Interfaith Task Force on Homelessness)
Sinan Demirel (ROOTS)

Carrie Hite (City of Kirkland)

Colleen Kelly (City of Redmond)

Cassandra Davis (Mockingbird Society)

Rebecca Soldana (Rep McDermott’s Office)
	Judy Summerfield (City of Seattle)

Karen Bancroft (U of W School of Social Work)

Katy Miller (King County DCHS)

Linda Olsen (City of Seattle DV Services)

Mark Putnam (AIDS Housing of Washington)

Mary Shaw (City of Seattle HSD)

Sara Levin (City of Seattle)

Tina Shamseldin (Office of Housing)

Valerie Douglas (City of Seattle)
Sandra Fried (UKWC)

Vince Matulionis (UWKC)

Lindsay Palmer (KC Sexual Assault Resource Center)


Welcome and Introductions

The meeting was called to order at 3:05 pm, and the minutes were approved as presented.  Patricia noted that we need to reschedule the October IAC meeting in honor of Yom Kippur. Gretchen will poll members to see which date works better for the switch – Tuesday October 3rd or Monday October 9th. 
Feedback from the Consumer Advisory Council
Minutes from the August 30th CAC meeting were emailed to IAC members the morning of September 5th. Chris Jones reported  that members discussed the continued need for shelter, especially for safe places for people to sleep during the day (ie – night shift workers), issues of disproportionality, and whether people move to seattle to access homeless services.  He also reported that the CAC approved forwarding a request to the Governing Board that there be at least one Consumer representative on the Governing Board.  

Consent Agenda / Updates
The IAC welcomed Jim Theofelis to his first meeting as an IAC member.

IAC members support the proposal that there be two Consumer representatives on the Governing Board.

The IAC supported the proposal that CEHKC work with United Way of King County to contract with AIDS Housing of Washington to develop a business plan and dashboard report, using approximately $6,000 in funding that the CEHKC received from tax credits.  Members noted that this business plan and dashboard report could greatly influence our priorities and decisions in the coming years, and so they requested that there be active communication on this project before it goes to the Governing Board for their final review and approval.
Disproportionality
The group continued its discussion of The Color of Homelessness, the report written by a graduate student at the Evans School of Public Affairs.  The issue of criminal history checks, which frequently impacts ability to secure housing and employment among people of color was a large focus of the conversation.  One concern is balancing issues of liability for property owners and community with access to housing and people’s efforts towards rehabilitation.  King County Bar Association is exploring a pilot project that would provide “Certificates of Rehabilitation” as an alternative to expungement of records, as expungement turned out to be more difficult than anticipated.  The Certificate of Rehabilitation, which someone would earn by completing certain approved workshops and other milestones, would be something that an ex-offender could present to a potential landlord or employer to demonstrate that they are serious about starting over.
One of the other recommendations, expansion of the homeless veterans court, is not likely to provide significant benefit.  Bill Block noted that there has been no demand even for the existing project.  Based on discussion with Seattle City Attorney, Tom Carr, the likely reasons for the lack of demand are that the City of Seattle sunsets most warrants after seven years.  It also provides a service where a person can walk into the courthouse and arrange a hearing on the warrant and if the warrant is for less than $10,000, they will not be arrested.  Since people can address the issues already, through existing projects, there wouldn’t appear to be the need to spend resources on this duplicative project.
Paul Lambros noted that Plymouth has downplayed criminal history checks in programs that provide more intensive case management, and the availability of case management has allowed the people and program to be highly successful.  Ultimately, we need a broad array of housing programs that can successfully serve a range of people depending on their circumstances.  They also agreed that since the issue of disproportionality is so complex that it will be important to find a few key points where CEH can invest its energy and resources to make a difference.  Members agreed that development of a coordinated entry system would be one of the best places to assist people with connecting them with services to break down the barriers they face in finding and keeping housing.
Legislative Advocacy Breakfast – October 12th from 8 – 9:30
The CEH is hosting a legislative breakfast for King County legislators on October 12th at the Bellevue Arts Museum to connect with legislators and discuss strategies for how the state can support the implementation of our local 10YP.   This is an invitation only event, and the invitation was sent to only seated legislators.  It was recommended that we invite individuals who win the nomination in the primary election; the legislative advocacy committee will discuss this.  A list was passed round for IAC members to sign up to call legislators to encourage their attendance. All IAC members and Governing Board are invited (and encouraged) to attend the breakfast.

The Legislative Advocacy committee is in the process of developing CEH “one pagers” to highlight our main priorities for the 2007 session.  These will be available for review at the October IAC meeting so that they can be approved for inclusion/distribution at the Oct 12th breakfast.
Employment Pathways for Individuals who are Homeless
Tina Shamseldin and Mark Putnam presented the executive summary of a recent effort to research best practices and recommendations for connecting homeless individuals to employment opportunities.  The work on this project began in March, with a goal to understand ways to:

· Increase employment among people who are homeless

· Increase access to employment services among people who are homeless

· Increase dollars invested in homeless employment services

· Increase linkages across systems

There were three basic workgroups and stakeholder groups that the project worked with to understand their perspectives and needs:

· Homeless job seekers (and understanding their abilities, readiness and characteristics)

· Support Services (and how to access them)

· Employment Opportunities (the demand side of the equation, and the types/numbers of jobs that are available to homeless job seekers in position where they are likely to succeed and earn a wage adequate to support themselves.)

The project has so far found a number of promising best practices and recommendations that demonstrate that employment significantly increases people’s housing stability as it:

· Helps people engage in services and housing

· Expands people’s support system

· Increases financial independency 
· Increases people’s options for securing the most appropriate type of housing for their situation

Employment also helps “open the back door” of the housing system as it allows people to exit homeless programs, thereby creating openings for new people coming into the system.  

Some of the barriers the project found around integrating employment & housing programs were:

· Funds for employment and training programs have significantly decreased in recent years

· Performance requirements for employment programs serve as disincentives to enroll individuals who are homeless

· Fragmentation exists between and across employment, housing and other systems

A final report will be available soon, after project sponsors connect with non-profit providers to learn about other services they offer to augment employment supports such as literacy and ESL, and services available throughout the county.

The IAC discussed that the 10YP does not explicitly call out employment as a priority strategy, but perhaps it should, and as we build a better housing system we need to make the connections to employment systems sooner rather than later so that the integration is more seamless.   One suggestion was that in the same vein that new projects initiated under the 10YP are evaluated under the rubric of how they connect to issues of disproportionality and linking housing to services, we should evaluate projects for how they connect to employment strategies as appropriate. 

Public Comment
It was noted that employment projects also need to address chemical dependency issues

Sinan Demirel shared his concern that the recommendation to dissolve Homeless Veterans Court may be premature.  It is his experience that there are a number of populations that would benefit from having warrants and other court matters removed from their records, and that they are not able to access the existing programs.  He encouraged the community to continue to research the need and benefits of such a program.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:40 p.m.  Respectfully submitted,

Gretchen Bruce
821 Second Avenue, Suite 600
cehkc@metrokc.gov

Seattle, WA  98104
206-205-5506
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