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Interagency Council
Minutes
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Attendance: 
	Interagency Council members present: 
	Interagency Council members absent: 

	Humberto Alvarez (SKCCH/FPA)
Peter Berliner (Allen Foundation)

Sandy Brown (Church Council of Greater Seattle)
Doreen Cato (First Place)

Mark Dalton (DSHS – Belltown CSO)

John Diaz (Seattle Police Department)

Dini Duclos (Multi-Service Center)

Bill Hallerman (Archdiocesan Housing Authority)
Bill Hobson (Downtown Emergency Service Center)

Reed Holtgeerts (KC Adult and Juvenile Detention)

Kate Joncas (Downtown Seattle Association)
Paul Lambros (Plymouth Housing Group)
Jackie MacLean (KC Dept.  Community & Human Svcs)
Doreen Marchione (Hopelink)
Patricia McInturff (City of Seattle Human Svcs Dept.)

Stephen Norman (King County Housing Authority)
Linda Olsen (Eastside Domestic Violence Program)

David Ramsay (City of Kirkland)
Leo Rhodes (SHARE)
Sue Sherbrooke (YWCA)
Tom Tierney (Seattle Housing Authority)
Bill Wilson (YouthCare) 
Nancy Sherman (WHEEL)
Tom Carr (City of Seattle City Attorney)
	Lynn Davison (Common Ground)

Charissa Fotinos (Public Health – Seattle/KC)
Jenine Grey (Chief Settle Club)

Katherin Johnson (City of Kent)
Jerry Laners (Cherry Hill Baptist Church)

Shelley Marelli (City of Bellevue)
David Okimoto (United Way of King County)
Mario Paredes (Consejo)
Frank Pierce (Region X Veterans Administration)

Adrienne Quinn (Seattle Office of Housing)



	Community: 
	

	Bill Block (CEHKC Staff)

Gretchen Bruce (CEHKC Staff)

Sherry Hamilton (King County DCHS)
Bill Kirlin-Hackett (Interfaith Task Force)

Camron Parker (City of Bellevue)
Maureen Kostyack (City of Seattle Office of Housing)

Alan Painter (City of Seattle Human Services Dept.)

Katie McLendon (Friends of Youth)
	Debbie Thiele (King County Housing Authority)

Bill Rumpf (City of Seattle Office of Housing)

Tina Shamseldin (City of Seattle)

Janna Wilson (Healthcare for the Homeless)

Jason Johnson (City of Kent)

Suj’n Chon (Meals Partnership Coalition)

Lisa Gustaveson (UWKC)

Arlene Oki (City of Seattle DHHS)


Welcome and Introductions

Co-chairs Patricia McInturff and Stephen Norman called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m.  They welcomed Bill Block, newly hired Project Director for the Committee to End Homelessness.
Announcements
Hurricane Katrina Evacuees – Bill announced that King County may receive approximately 2,000 evacuees from Hurricane Katrina.  The federal and state government developing plans to help evacuees transfer to other states and provide them with motel vouchers, housing subsidies and other assistance they may need.  There were divergent views about whether this may divert funds from ending homelessness among current WA state residents, or whether it could help increase awareness of homelessness and crises that our own residents face every day, with the possibility of increasing funding for homelessness.  We are waiting to hear next steps and actual timelines.
Minutes

It was moved and seconded to adopt the minutes of the August 4, 2005 Interagency Council meeting as presented.

Committee Structure
Bill introduced the Committee Structure briefing paper, which included framework for creating five main committees.  Three of the committees are built around target populations identified in the Ten-Year Plan Single Adults, Families and Youth.  These committees have multiple cross-cutting issues, and will be charged with addressing both service and housing needs and housing development.  Other issues that will commonly be addressed across the population committees are prevention strategies, racial disproportionality, causes of homelessness and access to services, and other issues that come up within committees.
One proposal has been that the Single Adults Committee initially focus on the highest utilizers with the expectation that by housing this population we will realize cost savings throughout the rest of the system.  At the same time, not all homeless single adults are high utilizers/chronically homeless, and so we will also want to address needs among non-chronic single adults.  One idea may be to have “parallel” groups formed, one for chronically homeless/high utilizers and one for the general single adult population.  It was agreed that the committee should convene among all individuals interested in the single adult population, and those members will determine among themselves their initial priorities and structure.

The other two committees are Public Awareness & Legislative Advocacy and Resource Development and Alignment.  Public Awareness and Advocacy will include Communications (day to day press relations, announcements, etc.) Public Awareness (community education and building political will) and Legislative Advocacy (focused on the actual specific advocacy tasks).  Resource Development and Alignment will operate at a high level and will be charged with securing additional resources and dealing with alignment questions about how to maximize the use of new and existing resources towards the best possible use without creating discord amongst populations/groups that have an interest in these funds.

One of the first charges of the Public Awareness & Advocacy Committee will be to develop a legislative advocacy policy to identify which issues are appropriate for advocacy by the CEH, when and how we advocate various bodies, etc.  One issue to address is how we hold ourselves accountable coupled with if/how we advocate local partners in the CEH on issues that affect housing and homelessness.  

Convening chairs have been identified along with initial staff support to get membership up and running.  IAC members noted that ultimately we will want to ensure that staffing crosses geographic and institutional boundaries.  We will also want to ensure that membership on the committees is likewise diverse – representing stakeholders from across the county and the range of issues connected to housing including employment health, education, etc.  We will also want to ensure that the voice of homeless individuals is represented on each of the committees.

Committees will meet in the next few weeks to begin creating a draft charter, short-term priorities and deliverables, and the framework for creating a longer-term workplan.  CEH staff will coordinate outreach to inform individuals about the opportunity to sign up for committees and provide these names and contact information to the convening chairs.

It was agreed by consensus to approve the formation of the five main committees and authorize them to proceed with the next steps of recruiting members and drafting charters and workplans.

2163: Ending Homelessness Act
2163 requires that local jurisdictions create ten year plans to end homelessness among the chronically homeless.  Locally, we have requested that King County Council endorse the Ten-Year Plan and the governance structure to meet these requirements.  On Thursday, September 1st, the Law Justice and Human Services Committee of the King County Council recommended that the Ten-Year Plan and the Governance Structure go forward to the full council for approval for these purposes.  They have asked that the CEH provide a report by the end of the year on the process and priorities by which it would propose that the funds be managed.
A 2163 briefing paper was distributed which provided various options for managing the funds.  It was agreed that Option 3 was the preferred choice – the proposal that funds be managed through King County Department of Community and Human Services, and that priorities for how we use these funds be developed through the Resource Development and Alignment Committee.

Legislative Advocacy – Federal Issues
Stephen Norman led the group through a legislative agenda brief drafted by CEH staff.  It focused only on federal issues that may affect housing and homeless issues.  It included issues such as CDBG funding, Section 8 Housing Vouchers, McKinney funding and reprioritization, funding for human services (SELHA).  It was recommended that cuts to Medicaid be included as a pressing issue at the federal level.  This draft document will be provided to the Advocacy committee.  The Advocacy workgroup will develop a state legislative agenda as they will have opportunity to meet prior to the state legislature convening in January.
Consumer Advisory Council
Humberto Alvarez reported that Lisa Gustaveson is helping to convene the Consumer Advisory Council, and is working with the Seattle King County Coalition for the Homeless to reach providers/shelters.  The goal is to engage them in the process of identifying representatives.  He noted that the CAC is an integral component of our governance structure, and will require a commitment of resources to ensure appropriate staffing and stipends to participants.  
Public Comment
There were no individuals asking for an opportunity to provide public comment.

Announcements
The Interfaith Taskforce on Homelessness is holding its fifth annual conference on Saturday, October 1st:   Affirming Charity, Compassion and Justice: Creating the Political Will to End Homelessness.  IAC members are encouraged to attend.

The Federal Interagency Council on Homeless will hold its five state regional meeting on September 22nd in Seattle.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:35 p.m.  Respectfully submitted,

Gretchen Bruce

CEHKC Staff
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