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Consumer Advisory Council Meeting Summary
April 15, 2009
	Consumer Advisory Council members present: 
	Absent

	Christine 

Latrice
Blue
	Jaclyn

Margaret
Paul
Nancy
	Michael G
Anthony
Sheila

Leo
Daniel


	Community present: 
	

	Rachel

Paridon
	Kristine

Yuri
	Gretchen

Bill
	Genevieve

Sterling
	Jimmy


Welcome and Introduction.  

The meeting was called to order by Blue, serving as Co-Chair at 6:05pm.   The meeting summary of March 2009 was accepted.  
Public Announcements
Jaclyn noted that PSKS members lost a member recently, Cisco, who died in New Orleans recently.

Rachel asked what specific membership roles CAC is recruiting for.  Gretchen stated that CAC is specifically recruiting for Parents, Single Men who have been homeless in the south end, and young adults who have aged out of the youth homeless system.

Community Resource Exchange
Yuri reported that more than 400 volunteers and service providers helped about 1,500 homeless individuals and families at the April 8th, Unite to End Homelessness CRE at Qwest Field.   People received hot meals, blood pressure tests, dental work, hair cuts, free voicemail account setups, ID cards and wheelchair maintenance. Free long-distance phone calls allowed guests to connect with friends and family for the first time in years. Also available were referrals to other important services such as housing, legal assistance, counseling, employment training and ESL classes. 
Yuri also reported that UWKC is trying to raise awareness of hunger and basic needs, and will be doing a lot of community outreach in the coming week about Hunger Awareness Week.  One thing they’re doing is the Food Challenge – encouraging community members to make a commitment to live on $7/day for food.  This amount is equal to the basic food stamp allotment for one person.  
Public Benefits through DSHS
Latrice provided information to the group on benefits available through DSHS, answering some questions on the application process, trends they are seeing within the DSHS office among people applying for benefits, and what DSHS workers expect to see out of this state legislative session. Latrice encouraged members to contact their local CSO office for questions related to their personal situation.
Some of the types of assistance that are available through DSHS are:

· Foodstamps – financial assistance to purchase basic food items

· Medicaid – sort of like health insurance for very low-income persons

· ADATSA – alcohol and drug treatment

· TANF – financial assistance for families

· SSI / GA-U – financial assistance for disabled adults 
· Washington Telephone Assistance Program – payment assistance for basic local telephone service

Trends and recent changes to DSHS programs include:
· Applications are up for food stamps and other “categorically eligible” benefits such as SSI, GA-U, TANF.

· DSHS has increased the amount allowed for the standard utility allowance

· Income estimates are no longer based on an average of the most recent months, but are now based on current and projected earnings

CAC Focus Groups
The group continued discussion of planning and participation in 2009 CAC-led focus groups.  Members agreed on the following:

	Eastside Families
	GLBTQ Youth
	Immigrants

	Agency Contact: Hopelink
	Agency Contact: Lambert House
	Agency Contact: Hate Free Zone

	Timeline: Sept/October
	Timeline: late August
	Timeline: June

	CAC Facilitators (so far): 

Paul, Latrice, ____
	CAC Facilitators (so far): 

Jaclyn, Blue, Nancy
	CAC Facilitators (so far): 

Margaret, Christine,  ___


Nominations for CAC Representative to the IAC
At last month’s meeting the group tentatively identified a slate of nominees to the IAC and Governing Board, but each of them needed to investigate if they could make the time commitment.  Subsequent answers from those, along with additional CAC members who wanted to be considered include:

· IAC: Latrice , Blue, Nancy
· Governing Board: Jaclyn, Nancy
Final selection will be made at the May meeting.

Gretchen introduced Genevieve to the group as a nominee for CAC membership.  Genevieve was nominated by MultiService Center in south King County.  Genevieve shared some of her story, noting that she has experience volunteering, working or receiving services from a multitude of agencies, particularly in the south end (MSC, Kent Youth & Family Services, Union Gospel Mission, Church Council, others.)  CAC members welcome her and thanked her for her interest.  If she remains interested in membership, and the CAC nominating committee concurs that she “fits” the profile of representation needed on the CAC at this time, the CAC will voter on inducting her as a member at the May meeting.

Legislative Update
Bill provided an update on the Washington state legislative session.  Briefly:

· The document recording fee is still moving forward.

· They passed the Voters Rights Bill, which restores voting rights to ex-offenders

· There have been significant cuts proposed for Basic Health, GA-U and Housing Trust Fund.  Cuts in any of these would be detrimental to homeless and low income people and the Ten-Year Plan.

· Senator Lisa Brown proposed an income tax on households earning more than $250,000 per year.  Members discussed whether an entity like CEH should take a stance on an issue such as this.

· It is most important to call legislators and voice principle support for sustaining a strong safety net. 

Homeless Needs Assessment

Bill, Blue and Paul provided an update on the Homeless Needs Assessment conducted Monday Night.
· The first decoy (Paul) was found at 9:05 pm in Pioneer Square.  Unfortunately for him, his partner was across the street in a different zone, and he wasn't found, so they both stayed out there till end of the assignment.  We had two other teams where they found one partner but not the other.  
· Our two volunteers in SODO were both found pretty quickly, as were the two in Capital Hill. 

· Volunteer surveyors had a more difficult time finding the car campers.  This is especially interesting to us, because we know (at least anecdotally) that car camping is on the rise. 

The UW will analyze results, and a final report will be available in a couple months, co-written by Seattle Office of Housing, Human Services and Mayor’s Policy office.  CEH will bring copies to the CAC.  

April CAC Meeting
The next meeting will be Wednesday, May 20th as Plymouth Congregational Church.  On the agenda:

· Planning for the June Focus Group among refugees and immigrants
· Selection of Interagency Council representation and slate of nominees for Governing Board
· Results of the 2009 legislative session and stimulus bills
· Update on the April 22nd Street to Dreams project

· Update on planning/activities from The Funders Group

· Feedback / Suggestions to forward to IAC as it relates to their retreat planning

· Potential for a CAC Retreat / Team Building activities.  (Paridon suggested a volunteer activity helping other people.)
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm.  Respectfully submitted, Gretchen Bruce.
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