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	Consumer Advisory Council members present: 
	Absent

	Christine 

Daniel

Nina

Leo

Latrice
Linda
Margret
	Nancy
Randy

Jaclyn

Michael V

Dara
Mark
Michael G
Anthony Carter (potential member)
	Sheila

Blue


	Community present: 
	

	Raven

Joe
	Jecca

Gretchen
	Joel

Laird
	James

Bill


Welcome and Introduction.  

The meeting called to order by Latrice and Christine, serving as Chair and Co-Chair.   The meeting summary of June was accepted, with the correction that Leo stated that at T4 they try to reach people before they become stuck in the cycle of homelessness.
Public Comment
James Wlos reported on a mechanical innovation called a hydrolosis machine that he has become knowledgeable about that separates hydrogen.  It could be used to produce efficient energy, and money saved could be used towards homelessness.  He encouraged the CEH to explore supporting the development of these types of machines.
CEH 2009 Legislative Agenda
Bill Block reviewed the draft advocacy agenda for the 2009 Legislative session.  We will share the legislative agenda with state legislators and candidates at our annual legislative breakfast.  The breakfast will be held September 24th at Tukwila Community Center.  This agenda is being vetted with local partners (Washington Low Income Housing Alliance, United Way of King County, Housing Development Consortium, Church Council of Greater Seattle, Washington State Coalition on Homelessness) with the intention of partnering and presenting a united message around housing and homelessness as has been the case in the last two sessions.  The items on the draft agenda were:
· Affordable Housing Production: Renew and expand the Housing Trust Fund 
· Rental Assistance and Services for Homeless People and Those at Risk of Homelessness: 
Continue and expand non-capital funding of housing and service supports to help single adults, youth, and people at risk of homelessness in addition to families, and provide an increase in total funding 

· Require State Institutions to Create Informed and Responsible Discharge Practices: Require Department of Corrections, state mental health institutions and the foster care system to identify the number of persons being discharged into homelessness or temporary housing and to prepare a plan for eliminating that practice. 
· Support Low-Income Housing Development: Provide incentives for creation of housing for low-wage working families 

· Use Existing Funds More Efficiently: Restructure and coordinate existing programs and fund sources 
· Give Local Governments The Revenue Tools They Need: Address the structural failure of local funding systems, particularly county funding systems

Members agreed that these are all worthwhile endeavors.  Leo asked about more immediate concerns of emergency shelter and getting people off the street.  Bill noted that typically the state does not provide funding for emergency shelter, and suggested this item be brought to the IAC for consideration for how we can support the development of interim housing solutions.
Focus Groups
Nancy has contacted the Pike Market Senior Center to see if they would allow us to host a focus group there.  The likely date will be July 30th at 10 am.  Nancy, Michael V, Christine and Leo will be co-facilitators.  Members suggested we bring a copy of Bill Perryman’s survey and use it as another tool to collect information.  We will also try to provide useful resources to participants by bringing copies of resource pages or other brochures targeted to an older homeless population.
Conversation on Triage / Dosing

The CAC followed up on last month’s conversation on triage/dosing.  Comments included:

Accuracy of referrals and assessments that correctly identify what people need, and the level of need, are important so that people get sent to the right place for the right services.

There may be inefficiencies in the system in that there are lots of services for some things – especially those that targeted to obvious needs, but very limited or no services in other areas that are perhaps more nuanced, but critical to maintaining housing stability nonetheless.  For instance, lots of agencies provide (or help people link to) chemical dependency services, but there is very limited assistance with money management.  People usually need both.  The group briefly discussed that while there’s usually a number one cause of homelessness, it often number three, four and five level issues that keep people homeless and make it difficult for them to obtain and maintain permanent housing.  As the meeting was running over time, it was agreed that Gretchen will send an email to CAC members seeking their insight into what the number three, four, five issues.
IAC Report
Randy reported that at the last IAC meeting they approved two new members – Mark Okazaki (Director of Neighborhood House) and Michael Ramos (Director of Church Council) to replace Pramila Jayapal and Sandy Brown.  He noted that the group also heard an interesting presentation from Charissa Fotinos on the homelessness and people’s health.  Medical debt is becoming a bigger issue for many people in that medical bills are more frequently being sent to collections than before, and then these collections are a barrier to people finding and keeping housing.  The presentation also provided information on rates of death among people who are homeless versus those who are housed and the differences are striking.  The average age of death among people who are housed is in the 70’s, while it is in the 40’s for people who are homeless.  And people who are homeless have a death rate that is 4 to 10 times higher than people who are housed.

August 20th CAC Meeting
The August 20th CAC meeting will focus on results of the capital hill youth summit, results of the elder focus group, discussion of the community resource exchange as needed.
Public Comment
Michael V. reported that the purchase and redevelopment of Lora Lake for affordable housing has been cancelled, as the soil has been found to be contaminated and it would cost millions to mitigate.  He voiced his concern that we are losing ground on development of low income and homeless housing.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 pm.  
Meeting summary respectfully submitted, 

Gretchen Bruce
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