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Consumer Advisory Council Meeting Summary
August 20, 2008
	Consumer Advisory Council members present: 
	Absent

	Christine 

Daniel

Leo

Latrice
Linda
Margret
	Nancy
Randy

Jaclyn

Michael V

Michael G
Anthony Carter
	Sheila

Blue
Nina

Dara
Mark



	Community present: 
	

	Jennifer
Elixabeth
Robby
	Jecca

Richard
Wes
	Joel

Laird
	Eric
Nicole

Lauren


Welcome and Introduction.  

The meeting was called to order by Latrice and Christine, serving as Chair and Co-Chair at 6:05pm.   The meeting summary of July was accepted as presented.
Public Comment
Michael V. joined the ACLU to help the community of people who are homeless.  He looks forward to receiving input from CAC members and community on what the ACLU can do to help.  Joel noted that changes and cancellations to CEH meetings be communicated to PSKS as they have individuals who attend many of the meetings and it wastes their time if they show up when a meeting has been cancelled.  Joel provided Laird with a recent calendar and highlighted the meetings that PSKS attends regularly so that she could assist with conveying the cancellation information to PSKS.  Leo discussed the need for additional shelters.  Laird asked if the CRE speaker, Lauren McGowan, could move up on the agenda.  The team agreed.
Community Resource Exchange (CRE) Update
Lauren McGowan, United Way of King County, shared an update on the CRE that will be held Friday, September 12 from 9am – 2pm at Qwest Field Plaza.  She highlighted some of the offerings:  DSHS benefits, health services and referrals, legal assistance, foot care, services for veterans and youth & young adults (though services are available for all individuals and families as well), and vouchers for state ID’s to name a few.  The CAC team will continue to spread the word about the event by word of mouth, distributing the postcards and posters that Lauren brought with her as well as distributing them to the service providers they currently work with ie:  Frye, youth feeds on Capitol Hill, Youthcare, New Horizons and many others.
The issue of how to encourage those living in the South end to attend the event was discussed.  It was suggested that Jason Johnson be a central contact for free bus tickets.   Lauren will talk to Jason and consider putting his name on the CRE/UWKC website.

Michael V. was glad to learn that a bag would be included in the give-aways at the event and commented that he hoped the upcoming $.20/bag legislation wouldn’t pass as it would be a hardship on the homeless community.  

Margret and Linda asked to volunteer during the event which will be great help.  
If anyone has additional information/suggestions for the CRE, please call Lauren: 206-461-6973 or email: Lmcgowan@uwkc.org.

Focus  Group for the Elderly – Update

Nancy, Christine, Leo, and Michael V. will be leading the Focus group for the elderly population to be held at Pike Market Senior Center on August 27, 10 – 11:30am.  Posters will be faxed and dropped off at multiple locations in downtown Seattle to encourage people who have experienced homelessness after the age of 50 to share their insights.  A review of the meeting will be provided at September’s CAC meeting.
Governing Board Summary review:

The Governing Board meeting summary highlighted the 100 new housing vouchers for veterans which were of great interest to CAC members.  Nancy was interested to know if training will be provided to go along with the vouchers to help simplify the process as she understood one only had 60 days to put the voucher in place or you lose it.  There was much discussion around the challenges of trying to find housing with a voucher within 60 days.  A future agenda item was suggested to have a knowledgeable representative from Seattle Housing Authority come to a CAC meeting to discuss this process.

Members also noted that the Landlord Liaison project is now under contract (CAC members were an integral part of the development of this project) and would like an update within the next few months as well as an update on the current state of the HMIS system.

IAC Review:  

The IAC meeting for August was cancelled.

Legislative Breakfast Update:  All were enthused about the upcoming event on September 24 from 8 – 9:30am at the Tukwila Community Center.  Those who had attended in previous years shared their experience and encouraged as many members to attend as possible.  Members who have RSVP’d for this year’s event are:  Daniel, Anthony, Latrice, Linda, Nancy, Randy P., Sheila, and Bill P (and also a speaker!).  Keynote speaker for the event will be William H. Gates, Sr.

September 17 Agenda Topics:

Jaclyn will give us an update on the Youth Summit.  Nancy, Leo, Michael V. and Christine will give a report on the focus group for the elderly, Landlord Liaison update.  We will work on setting up a YYA presentation on their plan, and have an SHA representative share the process for receiving and putting into place housing vouchers.

Public Comment:  

There will be a Women in black memorial Wednesday, August 27.

Meeting was adjourned at 7:15pm.

Laird Heia

Committee to End Homelessness
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