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Welcome and Introduction.  

Nina and Jaclyn were the Chair and Co-Chair for tonight’s meeting.  The meeting called to order by Nina and the minutes from the September 19th meeting were accepted.   The CAC members endorsed Mark’s placement on the Consumer Advisory Council as a new member representing youth issues.
Public Comment

Mike encouraged us to think creatively about using vacant buildings for emergency shelter.  Ideas included re-using the Denny’s site in Ballard which is being torn down.
Janice noted that the Warm for the Winter campaign is gearing up and Janice is excited by the increasing awareness and visibility of the project.

WHEEL is holding their 13th Annual Hand in Hand forum on November 11th at noon at First United Methodist Church.  
Community Resource Exchange
Lauren with United Way of King County of King attended the CAC meeting to present information on an upcoming project - Unite to End Homelessness: Community Resource Exchange.  Two Community Resource Exchange events will be held - Tuesday November 13th at the Seattle Center Exhibition Hall, and another Thursday, November 15th at Spirit of Washington Event Center in downtown Renton.  These events provide a one-stop shop for families, individuals and youth who are currently homeless and seeking assistance engage residents and professionals from throughout King County to provide homeless people with immediate access to health services, legal counseling, housing referrals, public benefits and other social services.  The Seattle event will focus on single adults and youth, while the Renton event will focus on families.
She requested feedback and ideas for what services and organizations should be present, and how to spread the word to let people know it is happening.  Ideas suggested by CAC members include:

· Provide transportation, bus tickets, or other means to get people to the sites
· Let people (especially refugees and immigrants) know that it is a ‘safe zone’ and they needn’t fear being arrested by immigration or other enforcement agencies.

· Send out lots of flyers to places where people congregate/access services, like Urban Rest Stop, DESC, day centers, libraries, etc.

· Provide bus tickets for follow up appointments that people may set.

· Make sure there is childcare at both events

· Will it be possible to provide laundry?  That would get a lot of people there.

Members were encouraged to continue to provide ideas and feedback to Lauren at lmcgowan@uwkc.org.

CEH 2008 Legislative Agenda

Bill Block reported that the CEH continues to work with state-wide partners to develop a legislative advocacy agenda.  The 2008 session is especially focused in recognition that it is a short legislative year, while building off the successes of the 2007 legislative session.  We will hold our annual legislative breakfast on October 17th, and have invited all King County legislators to learn about issues of homelessness and how their work in Olympia can support the implementation of local Ten year Plans.  CAC, Governing Board and IAC members are encouraged to attend to help show the broad range of support that exists for these issues.  Key elements of our 2008 legislative agenda include:

1. State Advocacy.
· Increase the efficiency and effectiveness of programs at the state level by encouraging the adoption of some of our local initiatives such as the “full program funding” and “coordinated funding awards” principles adopted by the CEH Governing Board

· Increase the size of the Housing Trust Fund
· Expand the THOR program’s services to single adults, youth, and people at risk of homelessness, and provide an increase in total funding 

· Fund housing and supportive services for individuals transitioning from correctional facilities into their communities, for youth aging out of foster care and Mental Health and Substance Abuse Treatment
· Continue the success of the Washington Families Fund
· Create additional revenue sources and incentives to create very low income and workforce housing
2. Federal Advocacy.  

Washington State is now a leader in shaping federal policy and appropriations given key chair positions held by Senator Patty Murray (Appropriations Committee on Transportation and Housing and Urban Development) and Representative Jim McDermott (Appropriations Subcommittee on Income Security and Federal Support).  Housing and homelessness organizations plan to work closely with them to advocate for key funding and policy changes in the coming year at the federal level, including:

· Increased funding for Public Housing and Section 8 certificates.

· Increased funding for the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Grants

· Support new federal initiatives around veterans, discharge planning and supportive housing

· Enact a National Housing Trust Fund

· Restore funding for mainstream programs such as CDBG

3.
Local Initiatives.
The King County Council is considering a 1/10th per cent sales tax for new or expanded mental health and chemical dependency treatment services and therapeutic costs.  This tax, authorized by a state law passed in 2005, would raise approximately $48 million annually.  This same tax has been approved by Spokane, Jefferson, Clallam and Thurston counties.  There has not yet been a formal proposal to adopt the tax within King County, but the funding would clearly make a significant difference in our ability to address the issues that cause people to become homeless or be unable to leave homelessness behind them.
Members discussed these items, providing the following comments:

· These issues are important, but it lacks mention of Shelters.  Bill noted that State policy does not allow for funding of emergency shelters.
· Members noted that it is there experience that when one talks to legislators, it is most helpful to educate them on what works, not what’s broken.  If they can understand what types of programs are solutions to a problem then they know what to prioritize, but if we talk in terms of problems without solutions, they feel that they aren’t the expert on the problem so they don’t know how to address it and it’s left undone.

· We also need to address policy changes (issues such as eligibility criteria, streamlining referrals, siting, etc.)  Bill noted that several of our housing partners such as Washington Low Income Housing Alliance have policy initiatives within their legislative agendas and we are also supporting their agendas as well.

CAC Outreach to Other Constituencies.  

The CAC resumed the discussion on logistics for conducting outreach to groups of people who are homeless.  Gretchen distributed a matrix of sites that were brainstormed last time and what types of constituencies they serve.  Based on that, the group agreed that it seemed appropriate to select Urban Rest Stop (URS) and Angeline’s Day Center as our first to sites for focus groups so that we connect with both men and women.  (the previous selection of Lazarus Day Center would have given us two groups of men.)  

Gretchen will contact the program managers of both centers to find times that they recommend for holding a focus group at their site and then work with the CAC members to see if those times work for them.  CAC members who want to participate in the URS focus group include Christine, Michael G. Dara, Michael V. and Joel.  Nina, Nancy, Latrice and Margret volunteered to lead the Angeline’s focus group.
The questions we will ask as part of the focus groups are:
· What barriers do people experience in finding shelter/permanent housing?
· What services or things do people need in order to survive on the street while they’re waiting for housing to open up?

· What services are working? 
· What services need to be improved?

· What services or assistance could prevent people from becoming homeless in the first place?

CAC Chair Rotation
Jaclyn and Latrice will be co-chairs for the next meeting.  After that, we’ll redo the cycle of chairs/co-chairs that was:  Christine, Dara, Randy, Leo, Nina, Jaclyn, Latrice.   Other CAC members are encouraged to add their names to the roster of chairs/co-chairs when they feel comfortable doing so, and we’ll merge them into the rotation when they feel ready.

November CAC Meeting

The November CAC meeting will be held Wednesday, November 14th .  The agenda will include: discussion on the need for shelter, the issue of condo conversion, recap on the legislative breakfast, focus groups: lessons learned/planning for the next ones.

IAC Meeting

Randy and Christine reported that the IAC minutes were included in the CAC packet.  Items of interest include:

· The Youth and Young Adult (YYA) Committee is developing a strategic plan for their efforts to end homelessness among Youth & Young Adults.  Jim Theofelis (chair of the YYA) would like to hold a focus group of young people who don’t access services.  Forward ideas about how to hold such a group to jim@mockingbirdsociety.org
· The IAC reviewed the first ever report out of Safe Harbors.  Items of interest from this discussion:

· The IAC approved $300,000 in funding for the system.  

· IAC will review the recommendations of the Shelter Task Force and what it says about reductions in emergency shelter

· What do we know and what do we not know as a result of this data and analysis.  We need to use the Safe Harbors data to highlight what sorts of services work – establish proof of efficacy

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm
Meeting summary submitted by Gretchen Bruce
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