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Welcome, Introductions and Review of Agenda 

The meeting was called to order at 6:15 pm.  CAC members and members of the public introduced themselves.   Bill suggested that now that the group has been meeting regularly for just over a year, it would be a good time to re-evaluate how the CAC wants to organize itself/conduct its meetings.  It was agreed that this would be a topic of conversation at the June CAC.  Members were concerned, however, that there wouldn’t be adequate time at the June meeting to cover everything, and so it was agreed that the CAC would also hold a two-hour meeting before the June 20th meeting to initiate the conversation.

Public Comment
King County Housing Authority has opened its Section 8 Housing Voucher waiting list.  They are accepting applications through June 8th.  Recipients will be chosen through a lottery.  For information go to www.kcha.org.

Review of CAC Minutes
Randy noted that the Seattle Human Rights Commission is the entity trying to pass a ordinance to include homelessness as a protected class against malicious harassment, not the Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness (SKCCH).  The minutes from the April 18th CAC meeting were approved as corrected.
Interagency Council Feedback:

Randy and Christine reported that at the May 7 IAC meeting:  

· The IAC noted that there are many entities that are trying to implement aspects of a coordinated entry systems right now, and wondered whether a common assessment piece initiated by the CEH would be value added at this time.  The IAC agreed that what would be beneficial at this time would be the development of a common housing application for permanent housing, which would reduce the need for people to have to complete numerous application packages.  

· The IAC added two new initiatives to its 2007 workplan.  Capacity and Prevention.  Randy volunteered to participate on the Prevention workgroup.

· Fannie Mae is interested in helping seven cities across America host community awareness events around the issue of ending homelessness, and has approached Seattle to see if we are interested in holding such an event.  The IAC agreed that we are, and a workgroup is beginning to meet to plan this event.
· The Port of Seattle plans to demolish 234 units of housing near the site of the third runway.  However, 162 of these units are not in the path of the third runway, and noise mitigation studies state that they will not be impacted by noise associated with the third runway.  The IAC agreed to support a statement of principle that publicly-owned entities should not tear down housing or otherwise reduce the availability of housing over which they have control unless they have first developed a replacement strategy for that housing.  
Governing Board Feedback:

Sheila noted that the minutes from the Governing Board were in the CAC packet.  The important item for CAC discussion is that the Governing Board approved a motion requesting that CAC put forth a slate of three nominees from which the Governing Board will select a representative of the CAC to sit on the Governing Board or, although unlikely, call for additional nominees.  This topic is scheduled for later on tonight’s agenda.

Housing Production Panel Discussion

Bill noted that over the past year, the CAC has been invaluable in identifying needs and problems and this feedback directly influenced the prioritization and results of the Success in Housing Project and other CEH initiatives.  As we move into this year's priorities, the CAC will continue to be vital to discussions of the solutions, and so to ensure that the CAC has the background on the issues that come before it, tonight’s panel discussion is intended to help members better understand the process and timeline for development and management of permanent affordable housing.   

Carla Okigwe, Executive Director of Housing Development Consortium, explained how some of the complexities behind funding, and how the process works for for-profit vs. non-profit housing production.  She noted that different funds cover different costs and projects must cobble together multiple fund sources to develop affordable housing projects.  This introduces many complex layers to a project that govern who they can serve, how long it takes to get built, etc.

Sue Cary, Director of Property Development for Capital Hill Housing, provided an overview of the actual development process for a typical property – from conceptualization to rent up.  She highlighted the application complexity, timelines (it typically takes 2-3 years to get a project from conceptualization to rent-up) site acquisition process and typical delays, labor and construction costs, the process for holding community meetings and responding to neighborhood concerns, and other steps along the way.  

Debbie Thiele, Director of Homeless Housing Initiatives, King County Housing Authority, discussed the role of public housing and section 8 vouchers.  She noted that the Section 8 waiting list is open right now through June 8th.  She noted, though, that though there is usually a fairly long waiting list for Section 8, units are available on a fairly regular basis within KCHA-owned properties.  She shared some of the innovative ways that housing authorities are increasing the availability of more housing.  
Member had several questions about affordability and how rents are set.  They asked how one might apply for permanent housing, and shared examples of when they had been denied housing due to certain eligibility criteria.  They thanked Carla, Sue and Debbie for attending tonight’s meeting, noting that it was highly informative and helps lay out the challenges ahead of us to build/acquire properties.

CAC Representation on the Governing Board 
Sheila reiterated that the Governing Board has requested that the CAC forward a slate of three nominees for representation on the Governing Board.  One member expressed concern that the CAC voice is not well-heard by policy makers.  Another member noted that it is her experience that policy makers have been very receptive to her feedback when she has provided it in the context of helping them understand how things can work better, instead of criticizing what they are trying to do.  All members agreed that what kind of voice the CAC would like to have and how it wants to operate warrants a broader conversation, and a special meeting will be held mid-June for this purpose.  In the meantime, it was agreed that CAC members who are interested in serving on the Governing Board should submit a paragraph to Gretchen stating why they want to serve as a representative to the Governing Board and what they would bring to that position.  These should be submitted by June 15th.
Public Comment

Tent City 4 and Seattle Tent City will be moving shortly; Seattle Tent City is moving to Cherry Hill Baptist Church and T4 is moving to Bellevue.

Women in Black is holding a memorial for 3 people who have passed away.  Healthcare for the Homeless is conducting a study to better understand the cause(s) of death among homeless individuals to better understand how and why the number of homeless deaths continue to rise.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm.  Respectfully submitted, 

Gretchen Bruce
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