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Welcome, Introductions and Review of Agenda 

Bill called the meeting to order at 6:20 pm and welcomed individuals to the meeting.  

Public Comment
Wes commented on the increasing trend of residential buildings to prohibit smoking in resident’s units.  He noted that as people’s freedom is limited they may be less willing to engage in services, and encouraged housing programs not to limit people’s ability to smoke in their own homes.
Community members provided suggestions on data elements that should be included in the Dashboard Report, including:

· Net Housing Gain/Loss (eg, housing lost to condo conversation).  Bill noted that the Governing Board had made the same point at their meeting and this element would be added to the items tracked by the IAC’s “page two” dashboard that will include more extensive data.

· Homeless Death Count.  Bill noted that the IAC did hear a report on the homeless death count when the report was released last month.

· Loss of Shelter Beds

A SHARE member encouraged the Governing Board to approve the request from the CAC that they nominate someone of the CAC’s own choosing to sit as a representative on the Governing Board.
Elaine Simons spoke of the need for flexibility in providing housing and services to youth and young adults.  She noted that while youth may achieve a chronological age of 26, if they have been on the streets from their early teens, they often want (and need) to receive services through youth providers who they consider to be their community.  Other community members noted the need for flexibility and access to housing across the continuum of services, noting that couples with children often have to split up because there is more housing for single mothers, but not for couples.
Review of CAC Minutes
The minutes from December 6, 2006 and January 3, 2007 were approved as presented.

Feedback on Issues before the IAC/Governing Board
Members reviewed the agendas for the previous and upcoming IAC meeting and Governing Board meetings, and Bill identified the major topics of discussion on the agendas.  Feedback on various items included:

· CAC Representation to the Governing Board: The CAC had forwarded a request that the CAC be allowed to nominate a person of the CAC’s choosing to the Governing Board.  The nominating committee felt this item merited a discussion in person, and they are in the process of scheduling a meeting to review this request, as well as other issues that have arisen around Governing Board membership.   Members reiterated their strong feelings that, in the spirit of listening to consumer feedback, the Consumer Advisory Council should be allowed directly nominate and select their own representative.

· Dashboard Report:  The CAC held a lengthy discussion about the Dashboard Report.  Comments included:

· What data elements that can serve as indicators to barriers to housing so that we can demonstrate whether we are (or are not) reducing barriers to housing.  

· We should track net housing gains and losses.  People’s experience is that condo conversions and other issues have caused a net reduction in the availability of housing throughout the region and we need to track that.

· It would also be good to highlight the definition of Area Median Income (AMI) and affordability.  When news articles talk about affordable housing, it is members’ perception that the average citizen doesn’t understand that even affordable housing is out of reach of very low income individuals.  This comment brought up further discussion about what the CEH can do to further increase public awareness about housing and homelessness. Bill noted that we are currently developing a speaker’s bureau and other options to increase public awareness.
· Questions remain how data on reduced numbers of homeless individuals will be used to guide the reduction in shelter beds

CAC Representation to the Interagency Council
Chris Jones noted that he is unable to attend IAC meetings, and so cannot continue as the CAC representative to the IAC.  It was agreed that the process they would like to follow for filling this position is as follows:

· Anyone who might like to serve in that role should feel free to nominate him or herself.  

· Individuals who are interested should email Gretchen and write a paragraph about why they are interested in serving as well as what they would bring to that role that would benefit to the CAC.  

· Gretchen will collate responses into one document and include it in the CAC packet of information for the Feb 28 meeting.

· Members will vote for the new IAC representative at the February 28th CAC meeting, which will be in time to allow there to be two CAC representatives in attendance at the March 5th IAC retreat.

Members discussed basic structural issues for CAC meetings, and agreed that they would like for CEH staff to continue to email the CAC packets of information and bring hard copies to the meeting.  The goal is to ensure that packets are emailed no later than close of business the Thursday before the meeting.

Housing Advocacy Day – February 1st
CEH is partnering with other housing advocates to hold a housing/homeless advocacy day February 1st down in Olympia.   A few members indicated that they would like to participate and CEH staff will follow up to arrange logistics of transportation, etc.
February 28th CAC Meeting
Members agreed to switch the next CAC meeting to February 28th to allow for Bill’s attendance.  The main topic for discussion will be brainstorming ideas for what should be included on the CEH 2007 workplan so this feedback can be provided to the IAC at the March 5th Retreat.

Public Comment
Members of the community reiterated their support for the CAC request to nominate their own representative to the Governing Board.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm.  Respectfully submitted,

Gretchen Bruce, CEH Staff
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