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Welcome, Introductions and Review of Agenda 

Gretchen called the meeting to order at 6:20 pm and welcomed individuals to the meeting.  She thanked the group for their input to the agenda for today’s meeting and as a result, we have Mark Dalton, AIDS Housing of Washington, leading a discussion on Housing First.

Public Comment
· The differences in the numbers from the One Night Count are difficult to interpret because of the times of the year they were held (October and December).  Can we have additional counts?  Bill noted that the cost per count is $50K – 60K.  There has been some discussion about whether an additional count would give us valuable information about homelessness in our community that we don’t already know and is thus worth the investment. A community member again stated the CAC should have a representative on the Governing Board that is nominated by the CAC.  Bill shared that a recommendation from the Governing Board nominating committee on this very issue will be going to the Governing Board next week.

· A community member addressed the continuing need for Housing First.

· A community member feels that people who are homeless face discrimination.  

· A community member suggested that we have a representative from HMIS share status of the Safe Harbors project, process of data collection etc. with the CAC at a future CAC meeting.  CEH Staff will invite Jon Hoskins, coordinator for Safe Harbors to a future CAC meeting.

· A community member stated his frustration with the number of inspections people in public housing have to experience and the feeling that their privacy is violated and that all the rules keep people from living freely.   Other people shared that it was their understanding  that there are federal, state and local standards that have to be met, but agreed that there are many rules that are burdensome.  It was suggested that we invite someone from Section 8 Housing and other housing programs  to a CAC meeting to speak about these issues and the barriers to creating affordable housing..

Review of CAC Minutes
The minutes from the March 21st CAC meeting were approved with typographical corrections.

IAC Meeting Feedback:

Randy and Christine reported that at the April 2 IAC meeting:  The IAC expressed concerns about Success in Housing Implementation Project (SHIP), adding another layer of work to the existing system of case management supports, the cost of which could eliminate some other programs.  The 2163 priorities were approved.  A large delegation from Texas was visiting and toured Tent City III while at St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral.  The Redmond Tent City permit was approved and fines were removed.

Governing Board Agenda Discussion:

The CAC members expressed the need to have an additional CAC member on the Governing Board, particularly in terms of providing input to prevention and intervention.  Otherwise, one of the main topics on the agenda will be a discussion by Sue Rahr, King County Sheriff and Scott Barnhart, Harborview Medical Center and the effects of homelessness on the Criminal Justice and Medical systems.

Legislative Update:

Bill stated that the Housing Trust Fund would grow to between $130,000 to $140,000.  There would most likely be an extension of Medicaid eligibility to age 21 for youth aging out of foster care and also a system of housing vouchers for permanent housing for youth aging out of foster care with funding at $1 million. On the Mental Health side, the House budget had $13 million but the Senate cut it to $7 million.  King County can ask for a 1/10 of 1% tax for chemical dependency and mental health issues.   The proposal for a sales tax has become a political point of contention among labor unions, mental health providers and elected officials, and it is uncertain if all sides will be able to come to agreement on how to proceed.

Housing First and the Housing Continuum

Mark Putnam, with AIDS Housing of Washington (AHW) discussed the continuum of Housing Options – from Emergency Housing Assistance (very short term assistance provided to address an immediate housing crisis for those who are homeless or at imminent risk) to Transitional (limited duration housing assistance intended to help people transition from housing crisis into permanent, stable housing) to Permanent (Safe, stable, decent long-term housing opportunities with or without support services) with goals, descriptions and the advantages and disadvantages of each.

CAC Questions and Comments:  

· Are clients involved in the process?  Can providers offer employment to their clients?  Mark answered that they are looking into these possibilities.

· How close is AHW to providing housing for all the individuals with AIDS in Washington.  Mark stated that they aren’t even close.  Of the 600 housing units provided for individuals with AIDS, AHW has provided about one-quarter of them.

· Did AHW look at global models?  Yes.  Europe has universal health care so homeless is more of an economic issue and not a mental health issue so less dollars are need for services and the services are less intensive.  Scotland has housing as a guaranteed right so there is very little homeless there.

· A CAC member stated that we seem to focus a great deal on services when often people who are homeless only need housing.

· A member stated that the housing levels and services provided are very helpful however, it would be helpful to have a “Family” Housing First model.

Public Comment:

· A community member thanked CEH/CAC for endorsing the need to extend the winter shelter availability.

· Tent City III will be moving to Cherry Hill and Tent City IV to Bellevue in the coming weeks/months

Hate Crimes Bill

Randy stated that Seattle King County Coalition on Homelessness (SKCCH) is trying to get an ordinance passed to protect people who are homeless from Hate Crimes.  He will be attending a meeting on April 20th and will report back to us in May.  It was moved, seconded and approved that the Consumer Advisory Council support the ordinance, and support for this ordinance will be reflected in the CAC minutes.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm.   Respectfully submitted,

Laird Heia
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