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Consumer Advisory Council Minutes



June 28, 2006

Attendance: 
	Consumer Advisory Council members present: 
	Consumer Advisory Council members absent: 

	Van C

Bill Perryman 

Michael G. Garcia
Michael VanMieghem

Christine

Linda P 

Chris J

Richard F 

Randy P
Leo
Tracie Tevlin
	Nina C 

Ita S 

Tim
Vianka G

Othie M

Elizabeth C
Nancy S
Latrice W 



	Community present: 
	

	Bill B
Gretchen B 
Anthony
Bruce P

Tony L
	Dara C
Wes B
Anitra F
Peggy H
Rob S

Beo S


Welcome, Introductions and Review of Agenda 

Gretchen Bruce called the meeting to order at 6:20 pm and welcomed individuals to the meeting.  The group reviewed the Progress Report, noting that it includes news that we have exceeded our goals for the first year of the Ten-Year Plan – creating over 1,300 units of supportive housing in calendar years 2005 and 2006.
Public Comment
Peggy distributed an open letter from SHARE/WHEEL with some of their concerns over the role, operations and facilitation of the Consumer Advisory Council.

Anitra noted that Women in Black held a vigil for individuals who died on the street.  Deaths are up, and they have had conversations with shelters that report that they are increasingly turning away vulnerable people due to lack of shelter space.

Wes noted that neighborhoods in South Seattle are exploring options for Accessory Dwelling Units, urging us to support creative opportunities such as this to create more affordable housing.

Minutes of May 26, 2006
The minutes of May 26, 2006 were approved.   Minutes of the CAC meeting are included in the IAC packets so that feedback from the CAC is shared throughout the CEHKC structure.
Review of June 5th IAC Meeting
Chris and Christine briefly reviewed what was discussed at the June 5th IAC meeting, which focused on the Landlord/Provider project and Discharge/Reentry Planning.  Minutes of the June 5th IAC meeting were also included in the CAC packet for tonight’s meeting.

Funding for the Ten-Year Plan
On the IAC agenda for July 10th is a discussion of Funding – specifically the need to understand what dollars are currently available, what resources will be needed to implement the plan, how can dollars be used most efficiently, policy decisions such as priorities for use of existing and new dollars, and options for coordinating funds.  CAC members offered feedback on these issues and instances of when they or their friends have been unable to access needed services due to lack of funding and/or eligibility criteria that was driven by funding.  Feedback included:

· Our requests for funding are going to be much more successful if we can demonstrate how we are making progress and ending homelessness, and how ending homelessness/ providing housing and services is more cost-effective in the long run over people cycling in and out of expensive systems.  We also need to show where the money is spent and the affordability of programs.   When choosing progress points – look at reduced numbers of people on the streets, fewer deaths on the street, etc.
· Members also discussed how some of the eligibility criteria, imposed as a restriction by a funding source, cause people to become homeless or keep them homeless.  Examples:

· New Medicaid rules, which require people to prove citizenship, will very likely cause more homelessness.  The reason is that many people who are homeless do not have appropriate documentation to prove that they are citizens.  This may be due to mental illness, organizational abilities, loss of documents, etc., but the fact remains that they do not have the necessary paperwork or ability to follow-through with the application process and prove their citizenship, and so will be denied Medicaid.  This Medicaid denial will result in people being ineligible for other services that use medicaid eligibility status as presumptive eligibility for that program.
· Shelter programs which have limits of stay of 30, 60, 90 days, etc. can inadvertently extend people’s homelessness.  What happens is that when people’s length-of-stay deadline approaches they panic and find an apartment by any means possible, even if it’s clearly not affordable and they can’t pay next month’s rent.  Then they get evicted.  But in the meantime, they are no longer considered homeless, and so lose their eligibility and place in line for subsidies and other supports that could help them be more stable.
· One item we should measure is the length of time it takes people to receive benefits such as childcare subsidies, SSI, GAU, etc. – those things which help people be more stable.  Delays in eligibility determinations for these supports sometimes cause the financial crisis that causes people to become homeless.
· The group also discussed “missing elements” to the system that create barriers to finding and keeping housing.  Issues mentioned include:

· Hygiene centers - there are very few around the county, and hours are limited.  For those in shelters trying to get a job it is vital they have access to showers.
· Emergency housing for people who work the graveyard shift is also sorely lacking

· Assistance with navigating the system to find and keep housing.  Members suggested a Peer Support Model, through which formerly homeless individuals could mentor currently homeless individuals and help walk them through the system to find and keep housing.

· Finally, some policy questions arose.  One was around redevelopment of Yesler Terrace and whether SHA would be rebuilding the same number of units on site or whether people would be given vouchers.  Christine shared that YT residents are very concerned about losing their housing and that if we do not replace units one-for-one on-site, then we will - over the long run - have less housing available for low-income people instead of more.

· Another individual noted that though the Progress Report indicates that we have created 1,300 units of housing, we are not able to track how many are lost due to condo conversion, redevelopment, etc.  Two decades ago, there were approximately 2,000 SRO units in downtown Seattle, which have been lost to redevelopment, etc.  It will be just as important to maintain the availability of existing units as to create new units.

· Members suggested we advocate strongly for housing for homeless and low-income people be made available at Discovery Park when it is redeveloped.

Public Comment
Community members requested that next month’s CAC agenda include the following items:

· Recommendation to include a consumer representative on the Governing Board of the CEHKC

· The role of interim survival mechanisms in the Ten-Year Plan

· Safe Harbors

Next Month’s Meeting
Next month’s meeting of the CAC will be held Wednesday, July 26, 2006 at 6 pm, at YWCA. Already on the agenda is the discussion of Shelter-to-Housing Transition Plan.  The Housing Task Force will release their report towards the third week of July.  This report will include recommendations for when / how our community should transition resources away from emergency shelter and towards permanent housing solutions.  Also on the agenda: Coordinated Intake System.

Respectfully submitted, Gretchen Bruce
821 Second Avenue, Suite 600              Seattle, WA  98104
206-205-5506
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